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1. 

APOLOGIES 

This issue was much delayed due to the Editor's 
work in completing his book manuscripts. 

\ 

2. In the back cover; Page 47, under Executive Committee; . \ 

Gerald Christianson, Gettysburg Lutheran SeminarY; . . . 
is m1ssmg. 

Thomas M. Izbicki, Rutgers University 
should be listed as (ex-officio). 

3. ABSTRACTS of papers presented at Kalamazoo 
2009, pp.38-46, represent as submitted by the 
authors. No editing was done by the editors. 

\ 
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.American Cusanus::-Societi Newsletter 
REPORT ON OUR SOCIETY .. 

[Past Meetings] 
' I 

AMERICAN CUSANUS SOCIETY'S SESSIONS 
AT KALAMZOO IN MAY i00,9 -'.;c _. 

As reported in the last NeJ!'·sl~!Jer, Vol. XXV, No.2, 
the American Cusanus Society s.i;onsored. the 
follownig two sess1_ons at the 44 Intemat10nal 
Congress on Medieval Studies, which was held at 
Western Michigan IJniversity, K.a_lamai;oo, MI, _May 
7-10, 2009. All sessions were attended by around 20 
or, more members ·and friends with quite llctive 
question and discussion penods followed. 

It was gratifying to find that many young scholars 
presen,te_dJheir work in both sessions. 

'· 
SF;SSIONS 

Thursday, May 7: I :30 p.m. Valley II, LeFe\Te 
~ :Lounge 

Session 62: Cusanus and Islam 

Sponsoi: American Cusanus Society 
Organizers: D~nald F. Duclow, Gwynedd-Mercy 

College 
Thol\las M. Izbicki; Rutgers . 

University 
Presider: Margaret Meserve, University of 

Notre Dame 
\Speakers: Marcia Costigliolo, University of 

l Genoa· · 
' "'\ ''Nicholas ~f Cusa and Islam" 

Anne Marie Wolf, University of 
Portland 

"John of Segovia and Nicholas of Cusa 
on Islam" 
Nicholas Jacobson, Seattle Pacific 

Uni-Versity ~ ~ · 
"Preaching Crusade while Dreaming' • 
Peace: An Appraisal'of Nicholas of 
Cusa's Exegetical Treatment.of 
Islamic Text" J 

., 
\ 
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-Thursday, May 7: 3':30 p.m. Valley II, Lefevre 
Lounge 

Session 119: The Philosophy and ;Theology 

Sponsor: 
OrganiZ:er: 
Presider: 

• 
Speakers: 

• 

of Nicholas of Cusa ' 
American Cusanus Society 
Peter J. Casarella, ·nePiul University 
Peter J~ Casarella ,; •. 

f • •. i 
Sarah Powrie7 St'. Thomas More 

, College 
' "Nicholas. of Cusa' s Relationship to 
Mathematical Theory or'ilie Fourteenth 
Century" 
Jason Aleksaitder, St. Xavier 

University 
"Mystical and Materialist 
Understandings of the Love of God in 
Nicholas of Cusa and Spinoza" 
Oleg o-;.shi,;,-st. Petersb~rg State 

Univ~rsity ~ .. , ~~ 
"Nicholas of Cusa anll the Russian 
Philosophical Tradition of XIX-XX 
Centuries " ,. · 
(Because of changes in the economic 

situaiion in "the world, nr. Dushiri eauld 
not travel to Kalamazoo, so his full· 
paper wi}l appear 11t \he egd of this 
Newsletier, in the ABSTRACT section.) 

[Comment by Editor: In response to the last ACS 
Newsletter (Vol. XXIV, No.2), Pr9f. Anto9y Black 

of DllI!.dee. UajvErsity, Scqtland, !!"? thci 
autliorify of medieval, ancient and Islamic political 
thought, 1ent ~!' a letter of appr~ci.~ti9n of the 
Newsletter. Prof. Black recently published two · 
books on Islam;"The History of hlamic Political 
Thought: From Prophet to the Present, (Rutledge, 
2001) andA World History of Ancient Political 
Thought (Oxford University Press; 2009), and told 
me that he wished to be present at our session on 
Nich~las of Cusa and Islam) 
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American Cusanus Society Newsletter 
There was another session of interest, represent~d by 
members of our Society as follows: 

Session I 0: Social Reform and Religious Orders 
on the Later Middle Ages 

Organi~er: 

Presider: 
Speakers: 

David Zachariah Flanagin, St Mary's 
College of California 
David Zachariah Flanagin 
Dennis D. Martin, Loyola Univ., 

Chicago 
"Carthusians as Public Intellectuals: 
Cloistered Religious as Advisor to Lay 
Elites on the Eve of the Protestant 
Reformation" 
William P. Hyland, St. Norbert College 
"Premonstratensiiin Voices of Reform at 
the Fifteenth-Century Councils" 
Ken A. Grant, Univ. of Texas-Pan 

American 
"He did not say, 'I am custom"': Pope 
Gregory VII' s Idea of Reform" 

THE 2009 MORIMI~HI 
WATANABE LECTURE 

In accordance with the decision made by the 
Executive Committee of our Society in May 2002, 
the sixth lecture in the Morimichi Watanabe Lecture 
series was delivered during the 44tb International 
Congress on Medieval Studies at Kalamazoo. 

Date: 
Room: 

Sponsor: 
Organizer 

Presider: 
' 

Speaker: 

Fri.day, May 8, 2009: 5: 15 p.m. 
Valley II, Lefevre Lounge 

American Cusanus Society 
Peter J. Casarella, DePaul 

Univer~ity . 
Gerald Christianson, Lutheran 

Theological Seminfily at Gettysburg 
Prof. David Burr (Emeritµs), 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University 
"The Resurrection of Saint 
Francis" 

The session was well attended and mariy 
discussions and questions followed. 
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(The Abstract of Prof. Burr's Lecture) 

THE RESURRECTION'OF SAINT FRANCIS 

David Burr 

Around 1298, JUst before his death, the 
Franciscan scholar Petrus Iohannis Olivi finished 
what would prove to be the most explosive of his 
writings, the commentary on Revelation. Although 
Olivi's earlier troubles had involved a wide range of 
theological and philosophical issues, it was this 
commentary that became the focus of attacks on him 
in the earlier fourteenth century, when it was 
submitted to an extended investigation th'at lasted· 
close to a decade and' culminated in a formal \ 
condemnation by Pope John XX!! in 1326. By that 
time, a variety of commissions and individual 
scholars had judged that the commentary was 
heretical. \ 

One might assume such a painstaking· 
process would produce a definitive repudiation of 
both Olivi and his commentary; yet by the late 
fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries we find 
Olivi's works being copied and his apocalyptic 
thought echoed by intellectually respectable English 
academics and reputedly orthodox Italian preachers, 
as well as m other contexts. This strikes me as a 
tum of events that requires explanation. 

I began by concentrating on what might 
seem the most outrageous of Ol}vi's suggestions, 
namely that in the apocalyptic tribulation to come 
Saint Francis would rise from tJ:ie dead to aid his 
embattled followers. (He was hardly alone in this 
respect. Of the four major SP.iritual Franciscan 
leaders, three said much the same thing and the 
fourth said something very simiJ.ar.) I found that this 
much at least was well and truly put to rest by the 
condemnation process, but I W'!S surprised by the 
attention given it by the most assiduous of the many 
scholars who Judged Olivi's. commentary. He treated 
it at le9gt!J, .!IS !.f he thought it merited serious 
investigation. I came to see that the scholar did so 
bec')use he saw jt as part of a wider theme in the 
commentary that he thought lay at the heart of 
Olivi'.~ h~resy:. the notion of Francis as literally the 
angel o:f.the sixth seal in Rev. 7:2. I tried to discover 
what happeg.ed to that theme in the period when 
Olivi's thought began to be rehabilitated. I 
concentrated particularly on Bernardino of Siena, 
who is an interesting case because he genuinely 
admired Olivi , citing not only the Apocalypse 

Augusl2009 2 

.. 



• 

Americafl Cusarit.is_-Society Newsletter 
commentary but a variety of his other works as well, 
and because two remarkably competent. 
contemporary scholars, Roberto Rusconi and Franco 
Mormando, already have given Bernardino's , 
apocalyptic thought serious attention.' ~ 

- The question is not simply what· Bernardino 
took from Oliv\ and what he rejected but how that 
resulted in a different sort of apocalyptic projection. 
This is a question that can be given at least a general 
answer. To begm with the issue that forms the title 
of this lecture, the resurrection of Saint Francis 
meant little or nothing to Bernardino because the. 
specific apocalyptic scenario that inspired it also · 
meant little

0

or nothing. As for the theme the scholar 
mentioned above thought central to Olivi's heresy, 
Bernardino did describe Francis as literally the angel 
of the sixth seal, but he did not see him as having 
come to usher.in a revolutionary third age dawning 
in the sixth period of church history, as Olivi did. 
The institutional church might be corrupi; but it was 
not a weapon being used by !fie fprerunners of 
Antichrist to defeat that new age;• as Olivi thought' 
What the church faced was not a decisive clash 
betWeen the powers of light and darknes~ but a long, 
indeterminate period of decay during whi9h the duty 
of serious Christians was to deal as best they could· 
with those specific forms of corruption that they 
could at least hope to repair to some extent ' 

To say this much is not to say that 
Bermvdipo had l\O apocalyptic views. He did. Nor 
does it mean he had them but didn't take them 
seriously. He'di.d that, too. There is coherence in 
what he believed and v.-hat he did. It simply is not 
an Olivian coherence. Bernardino has preserved 
Olivi's words and many of his ideas, but they no; 
longer fit into the ~.ame Gesta!J. It's like hearing the 
words .from one song occur m an entirely different 

\song. 
~ut to say this much is certainly to· 

oversimpiify the matter. The relationship is much 
more complex. and beyond the sort of point-by-point 
comparison suggested so far lie a series of other 
questions that must be answered, like precisely what 
Olivian works Bernardino was reading and how 
their texts might have differed from the texts we 
know today; what fourteenth-century works 
influenced the way Bernardino read Olivi as well as 
how he approached apocalyptic though,!; what the 
differences between Olivi and Bernardino have to 
do with the different social or political contexts in 
which Olivi and Bernardino lived and wrote; and 
how successfully we ck match differences in their 
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apocalyptic exp~tation.with more general personal 
differences. that emerge from their substantial.total 
oeuvres; but at that point the investigation has long. 
since become too extensive for a lecture and is on its 
way to becoming the work of a lifetime. 

, ;p-_ -

Prof.'Burr's brief Curriczllilln Vitae appeared in the 
lastNews/eiter,-Vol. XXV, 2 (December, 2008), 
p. 2. 

--------,, 

A~ERICAN CUSANUS SOCIETY 
.BU~INESS MEETING 

bate:r r 

Time:' 
Place: 

r 
Friday, May 8, 2009 
6:30p.m 
Valley JI, Lefevre Lounge 

[REPORT) . 

The American Cusanus Society held its armual 
Business Meeting in Kalamazoo on May 8 during , 
Westew M\chigan University's 441h International 
Congress on Medieval Studies. The Society's 
President, G'Christianson, called the meeting to 
ord~~ at 5 30PM. . 

The Minutes of the meeting of ~fay 8, 2008 were 
approved as published in the Society's Nl!lvs/etter, 
vol. XXV,_n. I (July 2008), p. 9. -

Recent Deaths: P. Casarella reported the death of 
Fr., Richard John Neuhaus, _who had gener~~sly ... 

\supported the Society's Getty~burg_conferenc<e~ with 
grants from the Piepkorn Fund. K. Grant and G. 
Christianson noted the passing of two long-t,ill)e 
frj~'!!!~ gf the Sociecy: Kurt Peterson and Roger 
Corless. 

President Emeritus' Report: M. Watanabe, 
President Emeritus, reported that the ACS currently 
,has 146 paid members.Thanks to continuing 
fi~9ia} ~uppm:t from Long Island University, two 
issues of the Newsletter ':"ere published this Y!'ar. 
and 250 copies of each issue were mailed to fourteen 

' 1 , .. ,.. ' . ,. 

· countries. Members unanimously approved a motion 
that the SecretarY'.write letters thanking officials at 
LIU for th~ir. ~up?ort. In.the a~ence of the 
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Treasurer, M. Soupios, Watanabe presented the· 
Treasurer's Report, which members received as 
reported! 

Website: T. Izbicki discussed changes to the 
Society's website, and reminded members of its 
move to Haverford College. (This was originally 
reported in the ACS Newsletter, )QQ(\', I, Jilly 
2008. p.17. Also seep. 12 of this volume.) 

Executive Committee Report: G. Christianson 
reported that at the recommendation of the 
Executive Committee, the Society contributed $300 
to the Heiko A. Oberman Chair in Late Mediev,a) 
and Reformation Studies at the Univer~ity of 
Arizona. He also noted that members have 
contributed books in response to a request from 

Bedri Gencer to support Cusanus studies in Turkey. 

Publications: The Society's publications program 
continues to flourish. Catholic University of 
America Press has published The Church, the 
Councils, and R~form, edited by G. Christianson, T. 
Izbicki and C .. Bellitto. CUA Press will soon publish 
G. Christianson and D. Crowner's translation ofE. 
Meuthen's Book (Skizze ... );Nicholas ofCusa: 
Sketch fora Biography, and M. Watanabe's 
Nicholas ofCusa: His L,ife in Context (tentative title) 
will also appear in 20 JO. Z. Flanagin reported that 
papers from the Ladner celebration will be 
submitted to CUA Press. 

Cusanus Meetings Abroad: The Institut 
Catholique de Rennes held an international 
symposium in Bruz, ·France, April 24-25, 2009 on 
"Identity and Difference in the Work of Nicholas of 
Cusa." A conference on Eriugena and Cusanus will 
take place September 22-24, 2010, at the John Paul 
II Catholic University in Lublin, Poland. There will 
be a conference on "The Principle of 'Coincidentia 
Oppositorum' from Nicholas ofCusa through 
Nicholas Berdyaev" in St Petersburg, Russia, April 
22-24, 2010. 

Future Sociecy-spoosored Meetings: T. Izbicki is 
organizing Cusanus sessions for the Renaissance 
Society of Aiherica's annual meeting in Venice, 
April 8-IO, 2010. Z. Flanagin gave an update on 
plans for the Gettysburg conference' on 'The Bible at 
the End of the Middle Ages: The Exegesis of 
Reform and Dissent/' October 7-10, 2010. P. 
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Casarella reported that for Kalamazoo in 2010, the 
Society will propose the Watanabe Lecture and three 
sessions: 1) Church history~ focusing on Cesarini or 
conciliarism; 2) Philosophy-Theology, perhaps on 
Riccoldo da Montecroce and 'pia interpretatio'; and 
3) Nicholas ofCusa on-line, featuring the Cusanus
Institut's Cusanus-Portal. Casarella also plans to 
schedule annual lectures on Cusanus in Chicago 
through DePaul University:s research institute. 

Officers and Responsibilities: M. Watanabe 
retains \he title of Pre§ident E.!fieritus for life. But G. 
Christianson announced a slate of candidates for 
election to other offices: 

Presid~nt - Peter Casarella ' 
Vice President and program director, RSA'\ 
Thomas Izbicki 
. Secretary and program director, Kalamazoo 
Donald Duclow 
Member of Executive COjllmittee -
David Albertson ''\ 

P. Casarella moved that the President have a five
year, renewable term to allow the Sotiety to review 
the President's performance and thereby insure 
accountability. After members approved this motion, 
Christianson called for a vote on the slate of 
candidates. Members unanimously elected the slate. 
Casarella then noted that the three years of a·c
Christianson 's Presidency were not simply 
transitional, but an important period of consolidation 
and growth of the Society. Members agreed and 
thanked Jerry Christianson for his dedicated 
leadership. 

On-Line Archive: P. Casarella discussed forming 
an archive by placing past issues of the Newsletter 
on DePaul University's website, Via Sapientiiie. M. 
Schaus noted the need to respect copyright for 
illustrations in the Newsletter. H. L. Bond suggested 
adding his Cusanus translations to the archive. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 pm: 

August2009 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) 

Donald F. Duclow 
Secretary 
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[The letter sent to the President (and other 
administrators) at Long I~la,;d University] 

µ,,tEfUCAN CUSANUS SOCIETY 
Office of the Secretary 
19.14 Nectarine Street 

~hiladelphia, PA 19130 

May 20, 2009 

President Da-.:id J. St.einberg 
Long Island University 
University Center 
Brookville, NY 11 s4s:1327 

Dear President Steinberg: 

On May 8 the Ar)lerican Cusanus Societ)' held. its 
annual business meeting in Kalamazoo during 
Western Michigan University's 44th International 
Congress on MedievaJ Studies. Once again the 
members unanimously asked'me to inform you Of 
our gratitude for Long Island University's generous 
financial support for the Society's excellent 
Niiws{1,?tter edited liy Professor Morimiclii Watanabe. 

Although Mori stepped down as President of the 
Americap Cusanus Society in 2007, 'he holds the 
titles cif President Emeritus and editor of the 
Newsletter. He thus retains considerable influence· 
and reinaifis re?narkably productive..: aS the recent 
issues of ihe Newsletter attest: Gerald Christianson 
succeeded Mori a5 President, and the Society 

·flourished under his leadership. But he too decided 
•to step down. Therefore, in Kalamazoo members 

\elected new officers: Peter Casarella (DePaul 
Universi~) as President;· Thomas Izbicki (Rutgers 
Universit}'). aS Vice Presidenf; and David Alberston 
(University of South~rn California) ai a n\ember of 
the Executive Committee. i remain Secretary and 

1 Michael Soupios continues as Tre~u_rer - a p~sitioh 
which enables him to sustain the Society's smooth 
financial relations with LIU. 

In Kalamazoo, the Society's two lively sessions
"Cusanus and Islam" and "The Philosophy and 

'Theology of Nicholas of Cusa" - featured five 
young scholars, incluaing Marica Costigliolo, a 
graduate student from the University of Genoa. In• 
additiori, the annuhl M<irimichi Watanabe Lecture 

- ,- ., 
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was presented by DaYid Burr (Virginia-Polytechnic 
Institute ~d State University), ~ho spoke on "The 
Resurrection of St. Francis" and drew a laige, 
inquiring audien~e. 

As m years past, the Society's activities extend well 
beyond Kalamazoo. Th,e Society's biennial, stand
alone conferences at the Lutheran Theological • 
Seminary in Gettysburg offer opportunities for ' 
focused discussion in a relaxed, collegial 
a~o~p~ere. Last Octob<;r \he S#jnary hosted the 
11. of these successful conference's, "Reassessing 
Reform: Medieval Mo.dels of Chan"e" It celebrated 

th - - 0 

the 50 anniversary of Gerhart l..adner's classic · 
study, The Idea of Reform, and explored its links to 
Cusanus. The Society also collabo;ates,~th Hi~ 
Renaissance Society of Amenca. Tom Izbicki 
organized two strong ACS session for the RSA's 
annual meeting in Los Angeles (\1arch 19-21), and 
he is now planning for next year's meetmg in . 
Venice. · 

The Society's publications prog~arn ren:iains strong, 
with two new titles in press \tori Watanabe's 
Companion to Nicholas ofCma (Ashgate), and ' 
Gerald C.hristianson and David Crowner's 
translation of Erich Meuthen's (Ski=ze, ... ), 

Nicholas ofCusa: Sketch of a Biography (Catholic 
Umversity of America Press) 

As I have noted in previous letters, the Amencan 
Cusanus Society owes much of its success to Mori' 
Watanabe and the superb Xews/euer which he edits 
so ~apably.and which Lgng Island Cniversity 
supports so generously., We,"'ish to thank you and 
LIU again for your continuing support' : 

Sincerely, 

(Signed) 
Donald F. Duclo:-v, Ph.D, 
Secretary, American Cusanus 'society 

., ... __ ~-l· ,, 
.k !. 
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AMERICAN CUSANUS SOCIETY 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

4/30/08 - 4/29/09 

BALANCE AS OF 4/29/08 $2005.23 

REVE1'11JE 

DUES RECEIVED 
Regular

0

Meribers ($10) 17 $170.00 
Contributing Members ($15-IOO) 43 $1,393.36 
·sttident Members ($5) 1 $5.00 

INTEREST $1.61 
PAULIST PRESS $182.78 

TOTAL REVENUE $1,752.75 

EXPENSES 

2008 °Kalamazoo Congress 
Banquet Guests (6) $180.00 
Honoraria (2) $400.00 
Newsletter, Vol. XXV, 1 & 2 (July & Dec. 2008} 

$800.00 
Stationery and Postage $300.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

BALANCE AS OF 4/29/09 

$1,680.00 

$2,077.98 

ESTIMATED SUBSIDIES TO THE NEWSLETTER 
FROM LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY: 

Volume XXV, Nos. 1 & 2 (July & December 2008) 
Printing $ 350.00 
Postage 900.00 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) 
Michael A. Soupios, Treasurer . .. ~ 

_________ .., 

AMERICAN CUSANUS SOCIETY 
AMli'UAL BANQUET 

An annual banquet of the Society was held as 
indicated below: 
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Date: Thursday, May 7, 2009 
Time' 6:30 p.m. 
Place: Black Swan Restautant, Kalamazoo, MI 

As in the past, we enjoyed the excellent food, wine 
and friendsh§z'l{i3~j"embers ru,id guests. With 
Jerry Chnsllanson actmg as a master of ceremony, 
each participant made a self-introduction. Many 
toasts were raised, including Dr. Ke~ Grant's 
success in completing his Ph.D. degree. 

'.his year's banquet speech was given by Prof. Cary 
J. Nederman of Texas A&M University. <-••' 

" Title: "A Medievalist Trapped in a Political 
Scientist's Body" · 

Abstract 
\ 

[After-dinner talk presented to the 2009 meeting of 
.the American Cusanu~ Society.) 

"\ 

My talk to the Society repre~ented an 
attempt to reflect, personally and professionally, on 
the challenges and predicaments faced by a scholar 
whose intellectual interests focus on medieval 
political ideas but whose disciplinary affiliation is in 
the field of political science. I surveyed the (I 
somewhat accidental and serendipitous path that led 
me to the study of the Middle Ages while a graduate 
student at York University in Toronto. I noted that, 
at least in North Am.eri~a, it is very unusual for a 
political theorist-especially one not appointed at a 
church-affiliated institution-to concentrate on the 
histocy of medie~.iJ th~~ght. I tried t~ explain same 
of the reason~ why, this was so, in particular, the wey 
in which the canon of major texts is skewed toward 
essentially 119n-rel.igigus c\octrin,es apd authors, 
reflecting an enlightenment orientation that glorifies 
re~on and vilifies faith .. J suggested, however, '1'Y 
own perception that the predominantly negative 
attitude among political scientists/theorists toward 
the study of the medieval.period has been shifli~g,in 
recent times, due t9 a number of factors, inclu<jing: 
the recognition by Quentin Skinner and other 
members of the influential "Cambridge School" of 
the importance, of the Middle Ages for 
understanding modem political thought; the growing 
availability in English translation of a wider range of 
medieval texts than has existed in the past; and, 
especially, the reemergence in contemporary politics 
ofreligion and religious movements as significant 
forces in public affairs both domestically and 
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globally. Unlike a generation ago, when·1 .~ 

commenced my academic career, a political scientist 
with medieval inclinations does not seem to be such 
a strange creature after all. 

Cary .J. Nedermru;i 
Abbreviated Curriculum' Vitae 

Education: Ph.D.: Social and Political Thought, 
York University, Torol)to, 1983 
(with distinction) 
M.A.: Social and Political Thought, 
York University :Toronto: 1979 
(with distinction) 
B.A.: Philosophy, Columbia 

University ;New York, 1978 
. (cum laude) • 

Academic Appointments 
2000- '· · Texas A&M University, College 

. Station: Professor ~th tenure 
1992-2000: University of Arizon3, Tucson: 

Associate Professor .;,.;th tenure 
[1995-2000]; Assistant Professor 

u· [1992-19951. 
1991-1992: SienaCollege;Loudonville, New 

York: Visiting Associate Professor 
.. 'i'' 

1986-1991: University of Canterbury, 
Christchurch, New Zealand: 

1 Lecturer with ienure . ' 
1984-1986: University of Alberta, E.cht1onton: 

Vi•iting Assistant Professor and 
Mactaggart Research Fellow 

1980-1_984: Glendon College, Atkinson College 
and Faculty of Arts, York 

\ University, Toronto: Instructor 

.... ' 
Fellowships·& Awards , 
2006-2010:. Fulbright Senior Specialist, 

Council for International 
Educational Exchange 

,2004-2005: Co-recipient, Fulbright Alumni 
Initiative Award, Council for 
International Educational Exchange 

2003-: Resear~h· Affliiat~; Center for the 
History of~uropean Discourses, . 
University of Queensland, Australia 

· 2002: Globalization and Diversity 
Curriculum Devel~pment Grant, 
Texas A'&MUniversity , 
" ·-

, ' 

. 

2001-2002: 

1999:: 

199.7:; 

1997: 

Faculty Fellowship, Center.for •' 
Humanities Research; Texas A&M 
University 
Companion [Honorary Fellow], 
Convivium Center for Medieval and 
Early Modern Studies, Siena 
College, New Y or~ 
Visiting Fellow, Center. for . T 
Advanced Study, The International 
Institute, University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor I 
Teaching Fellow, St. Catharine's 
College, Cambridge. 
University I Arizona Center for 
Medieval and Renaissance Studies 
Summer Program 

Peer Reviewed Publications, 2004-2009 
--Lineages of European Political Thought: 

.... ..,,_, 

: Explorations. along the . 
Medieval•Modem Divide from John of 
Salisbury to Hegel. \Vashington, DC: 

_Catholic University of America Press, 
2009. 

-,Machiavel/i.,·Beginner's Guide Series. Oxford: 
Oneworld Publications, 2009. 

--"King Stephen, the English Church; and a Female 
Mystic: Christin•rnf)Vlarkyate's Vita as 
a Neglected Source for the.Council of 

'Winchester (August 1139) and Its 
• 

Aftermath" (with Karen Bolierrnann). 
·Journal of Medieval History 34 
(December 2008), 433-444. 

--"Men at Work:, Poesis, Politics and Labor. in 
,Aristotle -and Some Aristotelians." 
Analyse & Kritik: Zeitschrifl fiir 
Sozialphilosophie 30 (2008), 17-31 

--"Reading Aristotle through Rome: Republicanism 
, .• and History in Ptolemy OfLucca's De 

·regimine principum" (with Mary 
1Elizabeth Sullivan). European Journal 
of Political Theory 7 (April 2008), 223-

, ,240. '. 
--"Varieties of Dialogue:· Dialogical Models of 

Intercultural Communication in 
MedievaJ 'inter-religious Writings." In 
T akashi Shogimen and Cary J. 
Nederrnan •eds., Wesiem Political 

..Thought i~ Dialogue with :4sia 
(Lanham, MD: Lexington 

'. 

" Books/RQwman and Littlefield, 2008). 
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-- Western Political Thought in Dialogue with ;Jsia 

(co-edited with Takashi Shogimen). 
Lanham, MD: Lexington 
Books!Rowman and Littlefield, 2008. 

--Princely Virtues in the Middle Ages, 1200-1500 
(coedited with l<twin Bejczyj. Tumhout, 
Belgium: Brepols, 2007. 

--"The Opposite of Love: Royal Virtue, Economic 
Prosperity, and Popular Discontent in 
Fourteenth-Century Political Thought." 
In Istvan P. Bejczy and Cary J. 
Nederman, eds., Princely Virtues in the 
Middle Ages, I 200-1500 (Turnhout, 
Belgium Brepols,2007), 177-199. 

"-"Friendship in Public Life during the Twelfth 
Century: Theory and Practice in the 
Writings of John of Salisbury." Viator: 
Medieval and Renaissance Studies 38 
(Fall 2007), 385~397. 

--"Giving Thrasymachus His Due: The Political 
Argument of Republic I and Its 
Reception." POLIS:. The Journal of the 
Society for Greek Political Thought 24 
(2007), 26-42. 

--"The Theory of Political Representation: Medieval 
Repraesentatio and Modern 
Transformations." ·In Alberto Melloni 
and Massimo Faggioli, eds., 
Representatio: Mapping a Key Word for 
Churches and Governance. Proceedings 
of the SanMiniato International 
Workshop, October 13-16, 2004 
(Miinster' LIT Verlag, 2006), 41-59. 

--"Marsiglio of Padua Studies Today-and 
Tomorrow." In Gerson Moreno-Riafio, 
ed., The World ofMarsi/ius of Padua 
(Turnhout, Belgium: Brepols, 2006), 11-
25. 

-,"Empire Meets Nation: Imperial Authority and 
National Government in Renaissance 
Political Thought." In Peter Casarella, 
ed., Cusanus: The Legacy of Learned 
Ignorance (Washington, DC: The 

· Catholic University of America Press, 
2006), 178-195. 

--John of Salisbury. Tempe, Arizona:. Medieval and 
Renaissance Texts and Studies, 2005. 

--Heresy in Transition: Transforming Ideas of 
Heresy in Medieval apd Early Modern 
Europe 

(coedited with Jan Hunter and'John Christian 
Laursen). London: Ashgate, 2005. 
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--"Beyond Stoicism and Aiistotelianism: John of 
Salisbury's Skepticism and Moral 
Reasoning in t!l'e Twelfth Century." In 
Istvan Beczy and Richard Newhauser, 
eds., Virtue and Ethics in the Twelflh 
Century (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2005), 175-
195. 

--"The Living Body Politic: The Diversification of 
Organic Metaphors in Nicole Oresme 
and Christine de Pizan." In Karen Green 
and Constant J. Mews, eds., Healing the 
Body Politic: The Political Thought of 
Christine de Pizan (Ttirnhout, Belgium: 
Brepols, 2005), l 9-3J: '· 

--"Herding Cats: The View from the Volume and 
Series Editor." Journal ofSch°'alarly \ 
Publishing 36 (July 2005), 221-228. 

--"Economic Nationalism and the' Spint of 
Capitalism': Civic Collectivism and 
National Wealth in the Thought of John 
Fortescue." History o]Political Thought 
26 (2005),'266-283. ,. 

--"Empire and the Historiography of European 
Political Thought': Marsiglio or°Padua, 
Nicholas of Cusa; and the 
Medi·eval/Modern Divide." Journal of 
the History of Ideas 65 (2005), 1,15. 

~-"Imperfect Regimes in the Christian Politi~ 
· Thought of Medieval Europe: From the 

Fathers to the Fourteenth Century." 
Melanges de I 'Universite Saint-Joseph 
57 (2004), 525-551. 

--Talking Democracy: Historical Approaches to 
Rhetoric and Democratic Theory (co
edited with Benedetto Fontana and Gary 
Remer). University Park: Pennsylvania 
State University Press, 2004. 

--"The Road to Heaven is Paved' with Pious 
Deceptions: Medieval Speech Ethics 
and Deliberative Democracy" (with 
Tsae Lan Lee Dow): 'in Benedetto 
Fontana, Cary J. Nederman, and Gary 
Remer, eds., Talking Democracy: 
Historical Approaches to Rhetoric and 
Democratic Theory (University Park: 
Pennsylvania State University Pres,s, 
2004), 187-211. 

--Speculum Sermonis: Interdisciplinary Reflections 
on. the Medieval Sermon (co-edited with 
Georgiana Donavin and Richard Utz). 
Turnliout, Belgium: Brepols, 2004. 

--"Body Politics: The Diversification of Organic 
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Metaphors in the Later Middle Ages." 
Pensiero Politico Medievale 2 (2004), 
59-87 . 

--"What is Dead and What is Living in the 
Scholarship of Walter Ullmann." 
Pensiero Politico Medievale 2 (2004), 
11-19. 

--"Rhetoric, Violence and Gender in Machiavelli" 
(with Martin Morris). In Maria Falco, 
ed., Feminist Interpretations of 
Machiavelli (University Park: 
Pennsylvania State University Press, 
2004), 267-285. 

--"II Pensiero Politico Europeo Ira l'Epoca 
lv,ledievale e la Modernitit: I! Contributo 
Storico e Storiografico di Alessandro 
Passerin d'Entreves." In Sergio Noto, 
ed., Alessandro Passerin d 'Entreves 
pensatore europeo (Bolonga: I! Mulino, 
2004), 135-151. 

I have also authored approximately 75 additional 
peer-reviewed papers: and.written or edited 11 
books, between 1980 and 2003. 

•' 

Professional Activities: Current 
Series Editor, Disputatio Book Series (Brepols 

0 Publishers, Belgium) (2001-present) 
International Scientific Committee, Pensiero politico 

medieva/e (2001-present) 
Board of Editors, Jou ma I of th,e History of {qeps 

(2004-present) (previously Consuliing 
Editor, 2000-2004) 

Consulting' Editor, History of Political Thought 
(1998-present) 

Editorial Advisory Committee, Viator: Medieval 
and Renaissance $tudies (2000-pre,'!,~nt), 

\ 
\. . 

Members and Guests m Attendance at the. , 

Aleksander, Jason 
Bond, H. Lawrence 
Brown, Harvey 

:Mrs. Brov.n 1-
Burr, David 
Burr, Annette 
Casarella, P~er J. , 
Christianson, Gerald 
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Banquet" 

St. Xavier Umv. 
Appalachian State Univ. 
Univ. of Western Ontario 

I ' I 

Virginia Tech Univ. 

,~!'au! Univ. 
Lutheran Seminary at 
{'ettysburg 

Costigliolo, Marica Univ. degli Stiidi di· _ 
i Geno.Ya· ~ Ix_ t• " ~ 

Duclow, Donald F. cmo/nedd:Mer.;'y Coliege-
F!anagin; David Zacharia Saint Mary:s College of 

.. California · 
Grant, Ken A Umv. of Texas-Pan 

Hyland, William P. 
Jacobson, Nicholas 
Levy, Ian 

McGonagle, David J. , '. 

Mayer, Thomas F. 
Nederrnan,'Cary J. 
Smedley, John 
Van Deusen, Nancy 

Watanabe, Morimichi 
Watanabe, Kiyomi 

Wolf, Ann Marie 

American ~... ~ 
St. Norbert College 

,Seattle Pacific l]niv, ' 
Lexington Theological 
Seminary 
The Catholic Univ. of 

·, America Press 
Augustana' College 
Texas A&M·Univ. 

~ Ashgate Publishing 
Clarem5mt Graduate 
Univ. 
Long Island Univ. 
SUNY Dov.nstate Med,~ 
Ctr. 

• Umv. of.Portland 

' . 

THE A~IERICAN CUSANUS 
SOCIETY'S MEETING 

AT THE•RENAISSANCE SOCIETY 
OF AMERICA 

The fifty-Fifth A~~mal Meetfng of the RSA 
Los Angeles, CA 

' •· Hyatt' Regency Century Plaza 

19-21 March 2009 

•Friday March 20, 2009 
PERSPECTIVES ON NICHOLAS OF CUSA I 

Sponsor: THE AMERICA,>.; CUSANUS 
SOCIETY ,,_ 

Organizer THOMAS M. IZBICKl,RUTGERS 
UNIVERSITY; NEW BRUNSWICK 

Chair: DONALD DUCLOW. !JfVY]'fEDD-. 
MERCY COJ,_LEG!j,'..c " • 

K. MEREDITH ZIEBERT,_ UNIVERITAT 
FREIBUG 
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Paper Title: Anstotle in the Works ofCusanus 

DAVID C. ALBERTSON, UNIVERSITY OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Paper Title: Inquisitio Pythagorica: Nicholas 
Cusanus on the Meaning of the Medieval 
Quadrivium 

CHARLES H. CARMAN, STATE UNIVERSITY 
OF NEW YORK. ·BUFFALO 
Paper Title: The "Wall of Paradise": A
Metaphor of Perspective 

•Friday March 20, 2009 
PERSPECTIVES ON NICHOLAS OF CUSA II 

Sponsor: AMERICAN CUSANUS SOCIETY· 
Organizer and Chair: THOMAS M. IZBICKI, 

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY, NEW 
BRUNSWICK 

JOVINO MIROY ATENEO DE MANILA 
UNIVERSITY 
Title: Concordance and Difference: A Possible 
Political Reading of Nicholas ofCusa's 
De coniecturis 

CLYDE LEE MILLER. STATE UNIVERSITY OF 
NEW YORK, STONY BROOK 

Title: Cusanus Looks at Aristotle 
MATHIEU VAN DER MEER. 

BINGHAMTON UNIVERSITY 
. Title: "Ut scias sapentiam esse non in arte 

oratoria": Nicholas ofCusa's Ambivalence 
toward Rhetoric 

Tom Izbicki, who is instrumental. in organizing all 
sessfons sponsored by our Society at the RSA for the 
past several years, reported that all sessions went 
well. ' 

The abstracts of above papers were published in the 
last American Cusanus Society Newsletter, Vol. 
XXV, No.2 (December, 2008), pp. 7~9. ~. 

There was another session at the RSA meeting 
which was organized by our member, Prof Tamara 
D. V. Albertini on Charles de Bovelles as follows: 

Io and Around.Charles de Bovelles's Liber de 
sapiente: 500 Years Later 

Chair: Jean-Claude Carron, University of 
California, Los Angeles 
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Organizer, Tamara Albertini,Dniversity of 
Hawaii, Manoa 

Tamara Albertini. \ 
Title: Charles de Bovelles's enigmatic Liber de 
Sapiente: A Heroic Notion of Wisdom 

Cesare Cata. University ofMacerta· 
Title: Viewed Through the Looking-Glass: 
Human Nature as a Mystical Mirror .in~the 
Conception of Charles de Bovelles's 
Sapientia 

Michel Ferrari. University of Toronto 
Title: Charles de Bovelles on Developi!)g 
Wisdom: APersonal and Transcendent View 

---------- ' 
[Future Meetings} 

\ 

Al\-IERICAN CUSAI'!'llS SOCIETY'S 
SESSIONS,. 

KALAMZOO IN 2010 
May13-·16 

{Please note that dates are later than usual[ 
~ 

As repo,rted above in the minutes of our biisiriess 
meeting, three sessions will be held as follows. 

1. Church history, 'focusing on Cesarini' or 
conciliarism '"' 
2. Philosophy-Theology, perhaps on Riccoldo da 
Montecroce and 'pia interpretaiio' 
3. Nicholas of Cusa on-line, featuring the Cusanus
Institut's Cusanus-Portal 
There will also be: 
the Watanabe Lecture on May_ 14, Friday 
the Banquet at Black Swim on May 13, Thursday 
the Business Meeting, as usual. 

THE RENAISSANCE SOCIETY OF 
AMERICA 
8-10 April, 2010 

Fondazione Giorgio Cini 
Isola San Giorgio Maggiore, Italy 
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Thomas Izbicki reports three sessions under the title 
Perspeclives'on Nicholas ofCusa were submitted. 

We were informed by Cesare Cata that the mayor of 
Venice is a Cusanus scholar. We hope His · 
participation to our sessions. •. ,~-
Conference Information: 
http://wv.w.rsa.orgi;,,eetings/annualmeeting.php 

' 
THE TWELFTH BIENNIAL 

CONFERENCE OF 
INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR 01'! . 

PRE-REFORMATION IBEOLOGY 
AT GETTYSBURG LUIBERAN 

SEMINARY AND IBE AMERICAN 
CUSANUS SOCIETY 

October 7-10, 2010 

(Workiflg Description): Gettysburg 2010 be 
exploring the convergences and the divergences of 
biblical exegesis found in ihe reform efforts of those 
theologians and movements traditionally associated 
either with h~terodoxy or orthodoxy. For example, 
where would Wyi:liffite and Hussite biblical 
exegesis diverge from that of, say, Gerson or Cusa? 
And where do they\eally stem unite similar? Even 
more broadly, where do such convergences and 
divergences force us to reassess traditional · 
categories of orthodoxy and h"'terodoxy in the Late 
Middle Ages? 

Informatio~Zach Flanagin 
dflanagi@stmarvs-ca.edu 
Tel. (925) 631-815.2 

. : . ~- _,""' .,.. 
.;:,.[NEWS OF THE SOCIETY}.;:,. 

+ NtW ~F:.MBERS + 
,T 
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... 
The following persons we~e received as new 
m"'mJiers of t!)e !loci<;ty .betwee_n'J8£1uary and:; 
August, 2009. · 

Prof. Bert P. Helm Mount State University 
(emeritus) · 

«901 ·s. National'Ave., 
Springfield, MO 65897 
bphelm@rilissouristate.edu 

Prof Garth W. Green Boston University 
School of Theology 
745 Cominonweruth Ave. 
#420 
Boston, MA 02215 
gwgreen@bu.edu 

ALL WELCOME!! 

-our nel\'· c'!,ntact in Turkey:' 

' ·- d-it~-

- . 
Jerry Christianson received an inquiry from Bedri 
Gencer, ~h.D., an associate' professor of political 
theory at Kocaeli University in Turkey. He said th~t 
Nicholas of Cusa is hardly known in Turkey and · 
none of his work or studies has been translated 'into 
Turkish language. He asked us to send publications 
of the Ameriean Cusanus Society so that he ran ;< 

introduce Nicholas of Cusa to Turkey., ~ 

So far.the editor and T. Izbicki have sent our recent 
newSiettefs and sorhe books. ' 

Dr. Gencer's ern8il and his address are the · 
following: 

bgencer@kocaeli.edu.tr 

Postal Address: ·Bedn Gencer 
'Beycegiz Mah Nisanca Ar:iligi 
Cikmazi Sok '· 
(Y unus EmreCocuk Yuvasi Karsisi) 
Erm.,;; Ap 4/.3 ' ' • 
Fatih 
Istanbul, Turkey 
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+ CHANGES IN OFFICERS + 

OF THE 
AMERICAN CUSANUS SOCIETY 

As shown above in the report of the business 
meeting, changes in officers of the American 
Cusanus Society have taken place as follows: 

President: Peter J. Casarella 
DePaul University 

Vice President and Program Director RSA: 
Thomas M. Izbicki 
Rutgers University 

Secretary and Program Director Kalamazoo: 
Donald F. Duclow 
Gwenedd-Mercy College 

New Member of the Exec.rtive Committee: 
David C. Albertson 
University of Southern California 

We wish to express our sincere gratitude to our past 
president, Gerald Christianson, who served for two 
years until May, 2009. Under ~is leadership the 
Society has developed in many directions. One of 
his achievement~ was to recruit i;nqre young scholars 
to our Society. This was evident in our own sessions 
at Kalamazoo this year, and hope the \fend wW 
continue. 

Our new vice preiident, Tom, has been our 
representative to the Renaissance Society of 
America and the Medieval Society at Leeds. He has 
organized sessions sponsored by our Society at 
annual meetings of both societies; particularly at the 
Renaissance Society two or sessions were presented 
every year in the past. He is also a special advisor to 
the ACS Newsletter. 

The present secretary of the ACS, Donald F. 
Duclow, will continue to serve in his capacity. We 
also appreciate his willingness to participate in some 
meetings held in Europe, and give us quite useful 
reports. 

Our new president, Peter, is Director of the Center 
for World Catholicism and Intercultural Theology at 
DePaul University. 

Volume XXVI, Number 1 

« THE.SOCIETY'S WEBSITE» ··- \ - ---- - -

As reported previously, our Society's new 
website is: • · · 
http://haverford.edu/Jibrarv/reference/mschaus/c 

usanus/cusanus.html 

New Member of the Advisory Board 

As stated in the report on the American Cusanus 
Society Business Meeting held at Gettysburg on 
October 11, 2008 [American Cusanus Society 
Newsletter, Vol. xx.V, 2 (D.,.;ember, ZOOS) p.7],. \ 
Prof. Walter Andreas 'Euler' of Institute for . 
Cusanus Research and Professor of University of 
Trier has become a member,ofBoard of Advis9rs. 

,1;. 
His Curriculum Vitae will follow.' 

""" Curriculum Vitae: Walter Andreas Euler 
f 

June l 0, 1962 Born m Spiegelau (Bavaria, 

1981-86 

Germany). 
~ 

Studies in Catholic Theology at 

University of Passau and University of 

Frei burg. 
1986 MA in Catholic Theology at University 

of Passau. 

1990 PhD at University ofFreiburg. 
1990-92 Postdoc-Scholarship of the ,,Deutschen. 

Forschungsgemeinschaft" at 

Freiburg and Florence (Italy). 

April l, 1992 University lecturer of Cusanus 
Research at the Faculty of Theology in 

Trier. 

Collaborator of the Cusanus edition of 
the Academy of Science and Arts in 

Heidelberg. 

Since Decer!'ber 13, 1996 Lecturer in Religious 
Sciences, the Faculty of Theology in 

Trier. 
June 20, 1997 Habilitation in Fundamental 

Tlibol~gy,and Religio~s Sciences at the 

Faculty of Theology in Trier. 
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October r; 200 I Professor in Fundamental 

Theology and Ecumenical Theology at 

the Faculty of Theology in Trier. 

Member of the Scientific Advisory• 

Board of the German Cusar\us Society.-

April I, 2007 Director of the Institute of Cusanus 

. Research in Trier. 

October 23, 2008 Chairman of the Scientific 

Advisory.Board of the German Cusanus 

Society. 

Publ_ications: Walter Andreas Euler 

I. Bo!!ks and Editions 

I. Unitas et Pax: Religionsvergleich bei 

Raimundus Lullus und Nikolaus von Kues, 

Wi.irzburg - Altenberge 1990 (Wi.irzburger 

Forschungen zur Religions- und 

Missionswissenschaft: Abt. 2, 

Religionswissenschaftliche Studien 15); reprint 

1995. !» 

2. Cusanus und die Refon'n der"Kirche heute, Trier 

1994 (Kleine Schriften der. Cusanus-Gesellschaft 

14). 

3. Nicolai de Cusa Opera omnia iussu et auctoritate 

Academiae Litte>arum Heidelbergensis ad codicum 

fidem edita: Bd. XI~ Fasc. I: Ser.manes IV, Fasc. I: 
Sermones CCIV-CCXVL ed. K. Reinhardt - W. A. • 
Euler,_Harnburg· J 996. • 

4 Pia ph1losoph1a et docta rehgio·'Theologie und: 

' Religion bei Marsilio Ficino und Giovanni Pico 

della Minu~d'1la, Mi.inchen 1998 (Humanistische 

Bibliothek: Reihe 1, Abhandlungen; Bd. 48). 

5. Raimundi Lulli Opera latina,_\!P· 101-105: • 

Ianuae et in Monte Pessulano annoJ 303 composita, 

ed. W. A. .Euler, Turnholti I 9~8_(Raimimdi Lulli 

Opera latina; Bd .. XXIII - Corpus Christianorum. t 

Continuatio ~ediaevalis; Bd. 115). • ., 

6. Nicolai de Cusa Opera omgia iussu et·auctoritate 

Academiae Litterarurn Heidelbergensis ad codicum 

fidem edita:.Bd.XIX,·Fasc. 3: Semones IV, ·Fasc. 3: 

\ 
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Semones CCXXXII'CCXL V, ed. -W.A. Euler- H. 

Schwaetzer, Hamburg 2002. ..11 

7. 40 Jah'ie danach: Das Zweite V atikanische 

Konzil und seine Folgen, hrsg. v. W. A. ·Euler, Trier 

2005. . . 

8. Nikolaus von Kues: Predigten in deutscher 

Obersetzung, Bd. 3: Sermones CXXII-CCIII, hrsg . 

v. W. A. Euler - K. Reinhardt - H .. Schwaetzer, · 

Munster 2007. 
9. Papst Benedikt XVI., Kaiser Manuel II. und 

Kardinal Nikolaus vonKues. Das Verhiiltnis von 

Glaube und Vernunft und die christliche Sicht des 

Islams, 'frier 2007 (Kleine Schriften der Cusanus

Gesellschaft 17). 

II. Important Articles 

I. De adventu Messiae: Ramon Lulls Beitrag zur 

christhch-judischen Messiaskontroverse, in: 

Aristotelica et Lulliana magiS!ro doctissimo Charles 

H. Lohr septuagesiinum annum feliciter agenti 

dedicata, hrsg. v. F. Dominguez, R:lmbach, Th. 

Pindl,°P. Walter; Steenbrugge•l 995, 429-441. 

2. Die beiden S9hriften De pace fidei und De 

visione Dei aus dem Jahre 1453, in: Mitteilungen 

und Forschuhgsbeitriige der Cusanus-Gesellschaft 

22 (1995).187-203. 

3. Una religw m rituum varietate - Der Beitrag des 

Nikolaus von F;ye~ z~f Theologi_e der .~eligionen, in: 

Jahrbuch for Religionswissenschaft und Theologie ' 

derReligionen 3 (1995) 67-82. 

4. Auferstehung und Unsterblichkeit als Frage der 

Gruridlegung von Religion, in: Mitteiluiigen und 

Forschungsbeitriig~ der Cusanus-Gesellsch<Ht 23 

(!996)J65-182. 

5. Die A_.pol()getjk c_l~r !'P!i~tlic.h~n Glaubegslehren 

bei Ramon Llull und Ramon Sibiuda: Constantes y 

fragmentos del pensamienfo Iuliano. Actas del 

simposio sobre Ramon Llull en Trujillo, 17-20 

septiertibre 1994, Tubingen 1996, 147-160. 

6. Einheit der,Religionen - Friede unter ~en 
Menschen. Begegnung mit nichtchristlichen 

Religionen bei Ramon·LJull und Nikolaus von ~ues, 
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in: AnstoBe zu einem Dialog der Religionen: 

Thomas von Aquin - Ramon Llull - Nikolaus von 

Kues;hrsg. y. Ch. Lohr, Freiburgi. Br. 1997, 71-91' 

7, Wolfhart Pannenbergs Theologie der 

Religionen, in: Trierer Theologische Zeitschrift'l07 
(1998) 173-190. 

8. Die'Versohnung der Gegensiitze .. Eine Skizze 

der cusanischen Theologie, in: Explicatio mundi. 

Aspekte theologischer Hermeneutik. Festschrift for 

W. J. Hoye, R. Mokrosch, K Reinhardt, hrsg. v. H. 

Schwaetzer -H. Stahl-Schwaetzer, Regensburg 

2000, 111-130. 

9. Leitlinien einer Theologie der Religionen, in: 

Christlicher Glaube und sakulares Denken. 

Festschrift zum 50. Jahrestag der Wiedererrichtung 

der Theologischen Fakultat Trier, hrsg. von der 

Theologischen Fakultiit Trier, Trier 2000, 77-88. 

IO. Was hat Athen mit Jerusalem zu tun? Was die 

Akad_emie mil der. Kirche? Das Verhiiltnis der 

Theologie zur Philosophie in der Geschichte, in: 

Trierer Theologische Zeitschrift 109 (2000) 85-101. 

11. Does Nicholas Cusanus Have a Theology of the 

Cross?, in: The Journal of Religion (Chicago/111.) 

80 (2000) 405-420. 

12. Die Christusverkiindigung in den Brixener 

Predigten des Nikolaus van Kues, in: Mitteilungen 

und Forschungsbeitriige der Cusanus-Gesellschaft 

27 (200 I) 65-80. 

13. Die Schrift De pace fidei des Nikolaus von 

Kues, in: Edith-Stein-Jahrbuch 7 (2001) 165-173. 

14. Der Friede unter den Religioneri nach Nikolaus• 

von Kues, in: Konferenzblatt fur Theologie und 

Seelsorge 112 (2001) 147-158. 

15. Cusanus Verstiindnis der negativen Theologie 

und seine Auseinandersetzung mil nichtchristlichen• 

Religionen in De pace fidei und Cribratio Alkorani, 

in: Theologische Quartalschrift'l81 (2001) 132-142. 

16. Die Predigt~n qes Nikolaus van Kues, in:.Trierer 

Theologische Zeitschrift 110 (2001) 280-293. 

17. Una religio in rituum varietate. Die Begegnung 

der Religionen bei Nikolaus von Kues, in: 

Zeitschrift fur Missionswissenschaft und 

Religionswissenschaft 85 (2001) 243-257. 

' 

18. Der Blick iiber die Mauer. ~ystische Motive im 

Denken des Nikolaus von Kues, in: Die Realitiit des 
' Inneren. ·Der EinfluJl der deutschen·Mystik auf die 

deutsche Philosophie, hrsg. v. G. Stamer, 

Ainsteroam-New York 2001, 72-85. 

19. Gewohnheit ist kein Attribut Gottes: Die 

Intention des Religionsdialoges bei Abelard, Lull 

und Cusanus, in: Nicholas ofCusa: A Medieval 

Thinker for. the Modern Age, edited by Kazuhiko 

Yamaki, Richmond 2002, 153-166. 

20. Konkordanz der Religionen bei Ramon Llull 

und Nikolaus van Kues, in: Coincidencia dos ..... 
opostos e conc6rdia: Caminhos do pensamento em 

Nicolau de Cusa. Actas do Congresso lnternaciornil 

realizado em Coimbra e Salamanca nos dias 5 a 9 de 

Novembro de 2001. Coordena~ao J. M. Andree M. 

Alvarez GOmez, Bd. I, Coiir\brall,002, 119-139. 

21. Streitet mit den Leuten des Buches nur auf die 

beste Art ... (Sure 29, 46). Fundamehtaltheologische 

Uberlegungen zum Verhaltnis van Christentilm und 

Islam, in: .Trierer Theologische Ze1tschrift 111 

(2002) 176-193 (a short version of this article is 

published in English with the title: Do not argue 

witli the People of the Book unless in a fair way ... 

[Sura 29:46), in: Theology Digest 51 [2004) 145, 

151). 

22. Proclamation of.Christ in Selected Sermons 

from Cusanus Brixen Period, in: Nicholas of Cusa · 

and his age:.essays oedicated to the meinory ofF. 

Edward Cranz, Thomas P. McTighe and Charles 

Trinkaus, hrsg. v. Th. M. Izl\icki und Ch. M. 

Bellitto, Leiden-Boston-Koln 2002, 89-103. 

23. Das Religionsverstiindnis von Cusanus und 

Ficino, in: Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen Deutschland 

und Italien. Beitrage eines deutsch-italienischen 

Symposiums iri der Villa.Vigcini, hrsg. v. M. 

Thurner, Berlin 2002, 511-526. 

24. Nikolaus von Kues als Wegbereiter des 

interreligi&sen Dialogs und der Theologie der 

Religionen; in:-Mitteilungen und Forschungsbeitrage 

der Cusanus-Gesellschaft 28 (2003 ): Nikolaus 'von 

Kues.1401 2001. Akten des Symposions in 
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Bernkastel-Kues vom 23:.bis 26. Mai 2001, 211-

231. 

25. Fels und Argemis. PaJ?stamt und Petrusdienst 

aus katholischer Sicht, in. Informationes Theologiae 
j • v - . .. ' ' ~-' ' ' 

Europae. Intemationales okumenisches·Jahr~uch flir 

Theoiogie 13 (2003) 61-72. 

26. ·Christ and the Knowledge of God, in: 

Introducing Nicholas of Cusa. A Guide to a 

R"'lai,s"!l'ce Man, hrsg.-v. Ch .. _;vi. Bellittci - Th. M. 

Izbicki·-G. Christianson, Mahwah (NJ) 2004, 319-

346. 

27. Unruhig ist unser Herz (Conf. 1,1,1). Zur 

Wirkungsgeschichte eines augustinischen Motivs, 

in: Unruhig ist unser Herz. Interpretationen zu 
Augustinus Confessiones, l:irsg~ v.• M . .'Fiedrowicz, 

Trier 2004, 9-24. • ' 

28. Entwicklungsgeschichtliche Etapiien und 
. ' schwerpunktmalligeThemem;er"schiebungen in den 

Sermones?, in: Mitteilungen und Forschungsbeitriige 

Cler Cusanus-Ges'ellschaft 3.o (2005): Die Sermones 

des Nikolaus von Kues. MerlCTnale.~nd ihre Stellung 

innerh~b der mittelalterlichen Predigtkultur: Akten 

des Symposions in Trier vom 21.. bis 23. Oktober 

2004, 71-91. 

29. Die okumenische .Vision des Kohzils, in: 40 

Jahre danach: Das Zweite V ahkanische Koni:ll und 

· seine FOlgen, hr)g v. W. A. Eti!ef, 1'ritr 26os, 115-
139. ., 

30. An Italian Painting from the late Fifteenth 

Century an~ the Cribratio alkor~ ofNichql~ .\lf 

Cusa, in: Cusanus : The Legacy of Docta Ignorantia, . . . 
lirsg. von Peter J. Casarella, Washington, D.C. 2006, 
127-142 .. , • 

31. Die Bedeutung des Nikolaus von Kues fur die 

._ Okumene, in: Im Himmel Anker werfen. , 

Vermutungen iiber die Kirche der Zukunft: . 

Festschrift for Bischof Joachim Vobbe, hrsg, ·von"A. 

Berlis - M. Ring, B'onn 2007
1 

302-314 (re~rint:·: 
!(atholisch~"Nac.l!i:ichten-,Agentur: Okumeriische . , 
Information 42114. Oktober 2008 - Beilage: Thema 

derWoche): 

32. Die Bedeutung des Judentums for den 

christlichen Glauben, im, Begegnung mit dem -

Volume XXVI, Number 1 

Judentum;hrsg. v. Reinhold Bohlen; Trier 2007, 
127-149. ~ 

33. La reforme de i°'Eglise chez Nicolas de Cues; in: 

La predication et }'.Eg_lise. cliez Eckhalt et ~i"';}as de 

Cues, hrsg. v. Marie-Anne Vannie~, Paris 2008, 227-

241-. 

tOBITUARY 

DR. HELMUT GESTRICH 
(2 February J 93 l - 28 May 2009) 

It was with deep sadness that the passing of Dr. 
Helmut Gestrich who served as Vorsetzender of 
German Cusanus-Gesellschaft for many years, was 

, recently announced. According to our President, Dr. 
Peter J. Casarella, "Helomut Gestrich was a great 
and enthusiastic supporter of the American Cusanus 
SoeieiY." 

~ 

The funeral, the high mass, took place at Pharrkirche 
St. Br~ktius in Kues on June 3, 2009 at 2:30 pm. 

Nachruf 

Das St-Nikolaus-Hospital und die Deutsche 
cusa:nu~ Gesellschaft.trauem ~ ihren lanlliiihrigen 

Freund und Forderer 

Dr: Helmut Gestrich 

I f ~ ' 
, Ihm vor allem ist es zu verdanken, dass Nikolaus 

von.'Kues heute auch in seiner Hei~ wieder ~· 
bekannt ist, wie es dieser groBe Sohn der Mosel 
verdient. Der Erwerb und die Wiederherstellung 

seines Geburtshauses, die Ansiedlung des Cusanus 
Instituts in Trier, die Vorbereitung wie die 

Durchflihrung der Feierlichkeiten zum 
600.Geburtstail von Cusanus, die Instandsetzung des 

St."Nikolaus-Hospitals sowie die Griindung der 
Seniorenakadernie Kues bleiben auf das Engste mit 
dem Namen~von HelrhufGestrich verbunden.Vieles 
ware ohne ihn nichrgelungen .. Und nicht zuletzt hat 

er als Cusanusforscher, 'der er selbst auch war, 
Anerkennung gewonnen. Gerade in seinen letzten 
Jahrzehnten ist ihm aie Vergegenwi:irtigung des, 

~cusanischen:\lerrnachtnisses zur eigenen, 
'Lebensmitte geworden: 

' ' I, 
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Helmut Gestrich wird utis unvergessen bleiben .. 

Seine Lebensspur fiihrte ihn - und uns mit ihm _, 
immer mehr in die Fiille des cusanischen Denkens, 

dessen ungebrochene Kraft heute wieder viele 
Menschen in seinen Bann" zieht: Helmut Gestrich hat 

uns die Tur zu dieser Begegnung geiiffnet. 

St.-Nikolalls-HoSpital 
Karl Heinz Seidel 

Verwaltungsdirektor 

Seniorenakademie Kues 
Theresia Spies 

Leiterin 

Deutsche Cusanus-Gescllschaft 
, • Christoph BOlrr 
Wolfgang Lentzen~Dcis 

Christoph Pistorius 

+Contribution to Heiko A. Oberman Chair + 

As described in our business meeting report, the 
Society made a contribution to Heiko A. Oberman 
Chair, established at the University of Arizona. 

Prof Oberman was one of the most respected• 
members of our Society and was always helpful to 
our members and encouraged the Society's 
endeavor. (His obituary appeared in the American 
Cusanus Society Newsletter Vol. Xvnl, I (June 
2001), 6-13 

A part of the letter (June 12, 2009) from Luise 
Betterton, Program Coordinator, Sr. at Division for 
Late Medieval and Reformation Studies, College of 
Social' and Beh!'vioral Sciences, The University of 
Arizona, to Editor appears below. 

". ·,· Iri her (Professor Susan Karant'l\unn) absence 
I have the joyful task of writing on her behalf to 
expre~s the collective gratitude of ali ofus'in the 
Division for your and the American Cusanus 
Society's gift to the endoV.ment for the Heiko A. 
Oberman Chair, which you made in honor of Hester 
Oberman's and Sander Zwart's 50 .. birthday 

. celebration. We are grateful for your generosity and 
participation in this effort, the more so in the present 
economic contraction. You may be interested to 
know that, despite these circumstances, we have 
reached the halfway mark of the $300,000 challenge 
currently in effect. I am sure that you.will share our 
pleasure in the f'!Ct that your gift will be doubled by 
its terms. Fulfillment of the challenge will bring us 

to within a hair's breadth of our ultimate $2 million 
go\tl, the coll)plet,ioi;i of the _endowment, and the 
acquisition by the Univeril\ty of the Oberman_ 
Library As of now we have raised $L66 million. 
Even in these financially troubled iimes: the ena is in 
sight, and we remain most grateful to you. 

I shall inform Hester and Sander of your 
contribution. They are eilger to)<,;ow °"of all who 
share their dream of seeing the realization of the 
endowment for the Heiko A. Oberman Chrur, 
thereby ensuring the continuation of exceptional 
resources of the University of Arizona . ... " 

---~,.,_\ 
\ 

Members Completed Doctoral 
Dissertations 

·t... 
Ken A.Grant 

' Dr. Grant received his Ph.D. degree from Lutheran 
School of Theology at CJ:iicago on ~ay, 2009, 
He is now a lecturer in history at the University of 
Texas Pan American. · 
Below is the ab.stract of his thesis. :\ 

FROM REFORMATION .TO 
REVOLUTION - PROPHETIC AND 

COERCIVE VOICES IN THE REGISTER 
OF POPE GREGORY vu' 

This dissertation examines the way in which 
Gregory Vil uses scripture in the Register, 
illustrating that such use serves as a dependable 
bellwether for gauging the re~pecti v~ progress of the 
reform program that bears Gregory's name, as well 
as Gregory's papacy. 

By engaging the·· way in which· Gregory uses 
scripture· in _the Register, depth is rujded to our 
undeJ.~cj_\[lg of his character and actions, 
Motivations for the direction of the reform program 
can be ascertained by examining the manner of use. 
When are certain teoct~ , ~5ed?' What is the 
importance of such texts? Why ·are these ·particular 
texts ·important? How do these texts reveal 
Gregory's' voice'- his person\tl, reflective 
understanding of the events and issues of his day? 
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Gregory's 'voice' in the Register i.s not~static. T!lls 
voice changes as the events unfolding around him 
necessitate variations in. the broad themes and ideals 
of his. papacy,. .From tl)e beginning o(,his papacy, 
to the Lenten Synod of 1076,. Gregory· VII uses a 
prophetic voice in his l_~tters, e«l!oing the prophets of 
the Old Testament; and· exhorting· his readers to 
repentance and renewal; stitching together a series of 
Old Testament references to compel prompt renewal 
and as a goad to action. Gregory v:r1 egip_loys three 
particular Old Testament passages in these .early 
stages of the papacy: Ezekiel 3:18/33:8, I_saiah 58:1, 
and Jeremiah 48: JO, ,Beginning with ther;:Lenten 
Synod of 1076, the SYnod at which Qregory, YII 
excommunicates and deposes Henry IV, through 
Canossa and· the rest of his papacy·, Gregory shifts , 
away, .from. the propheti"c v,oice ·and adopts a yoice 
less steeped in calls for, prophetic renewal an<!_ !)lore 
drenched in demands for obedience and papal 
primacy. The primacy argument is forwarded with a 
steady drumbeat.use ofMatthei.v 16:18-19. I-Samuel 
15:22-23 supports the demand for obedience. 

This dissertation argues that GJ:"gory's 
transformation from reformer to revolutionary 
mirrors his use of particular scriptures, notably Old 
Testament prophetic passages d'!Ql).g tl;;e reformer 
phase and the coercive I Samuel 15:22-23 and 
Matthew 16:16-19 passages during th.e,r~vqlutipnary 
phase. The key shift occurs at the time of; the Lenten 
Synod of I 076, when. Gregory rmt only 
excommunicatesbut also.deposes King H~nryJ\I .. 

' 
Denise Hackett Kawasaki 

\ 
Dr. Denise Hackett Kawasaki received her Ph.D. 
degree frofil1University of Wisconsin (Madison) in 
2008 under the supervision of Prof. Willi;,.; J. 
Courtenay. , 
The abstract of her thesis follows. 

THE CASTILIAN FATHERS AT TH~ 
COUNCIL OF BASEL 

Although there has been recent scholarship 
concerning the membership of the Council of Basel, 
there haS b;,.,n no systematic attempt .to lo~k ~ ., · 
incorporated members from the ·Kingdom of Castile. 
This is necessary because although Castilian fathers 
constituted only seven to 'ten P.,ercent of the - • 

inc.QrpQraj;.sc) I)le!Tibership of the ,council; they played 
very important roles as members of deputaciones or 
committees ofihe cou~cil, the.Couticil ofT.,...,lve 
that set meeting agendas, confidants of the papal 
legate, Cardinal Cesarini 'as well as judges, auditors 

'and crucial actors in the negotiations ~th the . ' 
Hussites and the conflict with Pope Eugenius IV. In 
addition to their roles as members of the ciinciliar 
community, many Castilian fathers were there as 
proctors or representatives of bishops, abbots and 
royalty. Taken as a group, they had an ill)pact that 
was far greater than their numbers would suggest. 
Usmg information gleaned from a varie!Y·of sources 
including Juan de Segovia's Hiswria gestorum 
synodi bavi/iensis, the counci 1 protocols of Petrus 
Bruneti and Jacob Huglin, Cast ii 1an sources such as 
the Cronica de Juan JI de 'Castilla and Vicente 
Beltran de Heredia's Bulario de la Universidad de 

, Salamancb and Cartulario de la i !n/1·ersidad ae 
'salama11ca, (1218-1600), 117 incorporated delegates 
from Castile have been idenu lied \1any of these 
individuals were cardinals, bishops, 1bbots and 
univer~ity me~ who were often members of the 
households of higher prel.ates or 1erritorial princes. 
Although some council fathers. such as Juan de 
Segovia,' were ard~nt concillarists. the largely 
official nature ofthe representallon at the synod 
suggests that Castile's participation at Basel was 
motivated more.by the political concerns of the king 
and a generalized desire for reform among Castilian 
clergy than a genuine interest 1n conciliarism. In an 
attempt to systematize knowledge, the second half 
on the dissertation includes a biographical register of 
incorporated members of the Council of Basel 
identified as· being from the Kingdom of Castile. 

. . ~ 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

IHCINLATIN ·-
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Greetings sent to Prof. Erich Meuthen 

on l;tis 801b Birthday 

G. Christianson and D. Crowner sent their greetings 
to Prof- M~utJ;ien for his birt~day, June 9, informing 
him of the coming publication in 2009, of the 
English translation of Meuthen's Book (Skizze .. 
.. ), Nicholas ofCusa: Sketch fora Biography. M_ 
Watanabe also sent Prof. Meuthen his greetings_ 

[MEETINGS OF OTHER 
SOCIETIES) 

[PAST] 

Symposion des lnstituts fiir Cusanus-Forschung 
an der Universitiit und Theologischen Fakultat 

Trier 
in Kooperation mit der 

Equipe de recherche sur les mystiques rhenans 
(Universitiit Metz) 

. -
Die Aktualitiit von Meister Eckhart und 

Nikolaus von Kue$ 
L' Actualite d'Eckhart et de 

Nicolas de Cues 
Mo., 4. bis Di., 5. Mai 2009 

in Trier 
(Katholiscbe Akademie) 

Seit 2004 veranstaltet das Institut for Cusanus
Forschuni; zusarn_m.en mil der Equipe de recherche 
sur les mystiques rhenans unter Leiiung von Frau 
Prof. Dr. Marie-i\IJne V an11ier (Universitiit Metz) 
jahrlich gemeinsarne Symposion zur rhenischen 
Mystik (Meister Eckhart, Johannes Tauler und 
Heinrich Sense) und zu Nikolaus von Kues_- Die 
diesjahrige Tagung in Trier behandelt von 
versclliedenen Seiten her die Frage, ob und 
inwiefem zentrale philosophisch-theologische Ideen 
von Meister Eckhart und Nikolaus von Kues unser 
gegenwartiges Deriko;n inspirieren kiinnen. 
Die Tagungssprachen sind Deutsch und Franziisisch. 
Um die Verstandigung zu erleichtern, werden die 
Referenten gebeten, die V ortriige den 
Tagungsteilnehmern in schriftlicher Form zur 
V erfugung zu stellen_ 

Programm: 

V~ume XXVI, Number 1 

l\Iontag,04.!l-lai2009 

Eroffnung des Symposion~ 
Die Aktualitat des Nikolaus von Kues in der 
neueren deutschen Theologie 
Klai.ts Reinhardt 
L'actualite de l'ecclesiologie de Nicolas de Cues 
H!lliert Valle! 
Nikolaus !on Kues: Der Schutz"patron der 
heutigeri Okumene? 
Walter Andreas Euler 

Petrinence et actualite de I' opus Sermonum 
d'Eckhart 

' Jean Devrieendt 
Von esse est Deus ~u "De~.s est. intelligere. Ein \ 
neuer Ansatz zum Verstandms der Geistnatnr 
Gottes bei Meister Eckhart 
MID::ime Mauriege 
D~e cusanische ~ep~ratio kf!:le"lf.arii im Vergleich 
m1t der Gregoriamschen Kalenderreform von 
1582 
Tom Muller 

\ 

Ecriture et rationalite chez Eckhart 
EricMangin 
L'actualite de la christologie d'Eckbart 

• Yannick Grosiux 
. - t 

Offentlicher Abendvortrag der Theologischen 
Faliultitiit Trier 

- Promofionsaula des Bischiiflichen Priesterseminars 
·' (Jesuitenstr_ 13) 

Die Aktuaiitiit von l\Ieister'Eckhart 
Marie-Anne V annier 

Dienstag, 05. l\Iai 2009 

Das aenigmatiSche Denken des Nikolaus von 
Kues 
Harald Schwaetzer 
Zwischen Meister Eckhart und 1'<1kolaus von 
Kues: l\Iodelle der l\Ieister Eckhart-Rezeption 
von der Mitte des 14. Jahrhunderts bis zu den 
1440er Jahren, 
Mikhail Khorkov 
Michel Henry: l'immanence eckhartienne 
revistee ... , 

YvesMessen 
'La mont de Dieu comme so1i'ffrance ma:ximale 
Jean-Claude Lagarrigue 
Die neue Auffassung der.Matheriiatik bei 

•Cusanus und das daraus entstehende 
Gewissheitsproblem 

August2009 
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Cecilia Rusconi 
La pensede Nicolas de Cues: un exemple de 
rationalite critique -· 
Jean-Michel Counet 

~ Die Aktualitiit i't' Selbstverstiindnis des Meister 
Eckhart und des Nicolaus Cusanus" • 
J,sabel\e M"J!drella 

Institut Catholique de Rennes 
Research Center 

Campus de Ker Lann 

International Symposium 
24"' and 25th April 2009 

IDENTITY AND DIFFERENCE IN THE 
WORK OF· 

-1'1CHOLAS OF Ct:SA (1401~1464) 
ICR 

Secretary: Karin Ueltschi 
Address: !CR Campus Ker Lann, Rennes 
~ Information: icr@icrennes.com 

Scientific Committee: Maude Corrieras, Jean-Michel 
Counet, 

David Larre, Jan-Marie Nicolle, Herve Pasqua 

Contour Antoine de Saint; Exupery 
Campus de Ker Lann 

• 35170 BRUZ 
I\ 

The notions of identity and difference are bound to 
those ofoneness and multiplicity, of being and 
becoming. Nicholas of Cusa.1401-1464 studied 
ill em with an unequii.11 ed depth. His works remain 
little knoWn today despite their depth and significant 
relevance to'contemporaiy philosophy. This 
conference will offer an opportunity to discover its 
importance. 

In the De doc/a ignorantia, Cusanus,teaches that 
God is unity, equality of unity with unity, and 
connection between unity and equalify. What would 
a unity different from unity be? What would a unity 
that would not be united be? After Nicholas of Cusa, 
equality can in no _;~y exiort without unity. In his 
Opuscu/e de aequalitate, he explains that perfect 
unity requires equii.lity. \ 
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What place should then be given to difference, if 
there cannot be any other unity than unity, if unity 
gives itself to itself in a repetition of itself? How 
could this repetition be understood differently from 
differentiation? • _ J 

These are some of the questions we will answer 
during this conference. 

!CR 
Contour Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

Campus de KerLann -'35170 BRUZ 
Tel. 02 99 05 8475- Fax: 8405 

E-mail: 1cr@icrennes.com. 
Site Internet: www.icrennes.com 

{FUTURE/ 

- CONFERENCE ON 
ERIUGENA-CUSANUS 

I •.1. 

September 22 -24, 2009 
Lublin, Poland 

The Department of the History of 

1 Philosophy, 
-'~•·Faculty of Philosophy, KUL 

(John-Paul II Catholic University of Lublin) 
' and 

lnstitut fiir Cusanus Forscbung, Trier 

The conference will take place at the Jcihn Paul II 
Catholic University· in Lublin. We intend to continue 
the studies on the 'philosophy of John Scotus 
Eriugena conducted and developed by the SocietY 
for the Promotion of Eriugenian Studies (SPES). 
This time we wish to e'f"'"ii;ie the interrelations 
between Eriugenian philosophy and that of Nicholas 
of Cusa. This subject has been, studi.ed by many 
eminent scholars and we plan to continue their 

• research. We are convinced that the achievements of 
both thinkers, Eriugena and Cusanus, can be 
regarded as important turning points in the • ' 

.:t development of Medieval Neoplatonism. We.hope-
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that this conference will provide new stimuli for 
further Neoplatonic studies. 

Please submit conference paper proposals by 
November 30th, 2008. We suggest English or 
German as the languages of the Conference. 

Organizers and Contact persons: 
Agnieszka Kijewska 
Dept of History of Philosciphy, JP II Catholic 
University of Lublin 
Al. RaClawicl<ie 14, 20-950 Lublin, 
agnieszka.kijewska@kul.pl 
Harald Scbwaetzet 
Institut fur Cusanus-Forschung, Trier, 
harald.schwaetzer@uni-trier.de 

THE PRINCIPLE OF 
"COINCIDENT/A OPPOSITORUM" 

FROM NICHOI:AS OF CUSA 
THROUGH NICHOLAS BERDYAEV 

St. Petersburg Society for.Studies of Cultural 
Heritage of Nicholas of Cusa 

• April 22-24, 2010 ' 
St. Petersburg State University 

Faculty of Philosophy and •Political Science 
Center for Medieval Cultural Studies 

We are planning to organize such sections and to 
discuss the following topics: 
SectionT 

' •• ;The Principle of"coincidentia oppositorum " .• in the 
.phi!Osophy of Nicholas of Cusa. 

The Principle of"coincidentia oppositorum ".as the 
unity.ofmaximu/11 and minimum 

The Principle of"coincidentia oppositorum'' and de 
doc/a ignorant/a 

The Principle of"coincidentia oppositorum: and 
rationi discurenti_· 

The Principle of"coincidentia oppositorum" and the 
School of.Aristotle 

Section II: !:. • ·• • 
The Principle of"coincidentia oppositorum" and the 

history of the European Thought 
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The Principle of"coi11cidentia oppositorum" and 
Kant: s antinomies 

The Principle of"coincidehtia oppositontm" and the 
Philosophy ofldentity of Schelling 

The Principle of'.'coincidentia oppositorum" and the 
dialectical logic of Hegel 

Section Ill: 
The Principle of"coincidentia oppositorum" and the 

Russian Philosophy 
The Principle of"coincidentia oppositorum" and the 

Philosophy of Freedom of Nicholas 
Berdyaev. 

The Principle of"coincidentia ojJpositorum" and 
"incomprehensibleness". of S l:: Frank 

The Principle of"coincidentia oppositorum" and the 
history of dialectics (A .. E Losevi \ 

We invite to participation of al I' interested scientists! 
For the application; it is' necess312· to present an 
abstract (350-500 words) in RusS?an, German or 
English and author's information not later than 
December l. 2009. (Real Deadline!) 
Participants should register and send texts of papers 
by E-mail. The Organizmg Committee has rights to 
reject sent materials. (Registrauon forms and 
information can be obtained from the E-mail address 
below. The regular mail from Europe to Russia 
normally takes about 2-3 weeks.) 
Registration fees for foreign participants: 60 €for 
participants, 30 €for students 
The papers will be published m the almanac 
"Verbum" after the Conference 

All materials should tie sent to 
Prof. ·Oleg E. Dushin;·Ph.D. · _ 
Chair of the Histdry .. of Philosophy 
Faculty of Philosophy and Poliucal Science 
St.Petersburg State University 
Mendeleevskaya linia'5 
St: Petersburg 199034 ~. 
Fax: (812) 328-0871 
E-mail: bdushin@mail.ru 

Application forms for participants can be obtained 
through the above email address. 

August2009 20 

•• 



.. 

.American· Gusanus :Society Newsletter 
Symposion des Instituts fiir Cusaims-

- . '. - ..,-. ~ l 

Forschimg · · 
an der Universitiit tind Theologischen 

Fakultat Trier 

Der Gottes Gedanke Nikolaus von Kues. 

In Celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
German Cusanus Society. .. 

October 21-23, 2010 

Australian and New Zealand Association 
·-· • · · . ' for 

Medieval and Early Modern Studies, Inc. 

;· Jo.. .1#• 

Eighth Biennial International 
Conference 

2-5 February 2011 
University ofOtago 

Dunedin 
· ·' New Zealand 

• 1 Einail:" 3nzii.n\emS20I l@otago ai: nz 

The Burial of Bernardino 
by Pintoricchio 

S. Maria in AracOeli, Rome. 
(See P.23) . 

\ 

Volume XXVI, Number 1 

Website: www.otago.ac.nz/mems/anzamems . ' ,_ - ' ~ .. ,..., 
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CUSANUS'S COMTEMPORARfES 
\ 

(2,8) St. Bernardino of Siena 

Morimichi Watanabe 

It is widely known and agreed that Saint Bernardino 
of Siena (1380-1444) Was one of the greatest 
Francis9an popular preachers 9f the late Middle 
Ages. The purpose of this article is not only to 
discuss his life, his activities and the goals of his 
sermons, but also to touch briefly on his relations 
with two of his contemporaries, Nicholas of Cusa 
(1401-1464) and Aeneas Sylvius Piccolomini (1405-
1464), later Pope Pius II (1458-1464). 

Life 

Saint Bernardino of Siena (San Bernardino da Siena) 
was born on September 8, 1380 at Massa Marittima 
not far from Siena in Italy. When Bernardino was 
three years old, his mother, Nera degli Avveduti, 
died in her twenty-second year, and three years later, 
in 13 86, 'he became an orphari as a result Of the death 
of his father, Tollo degli·Albizzeschi. He was then 
brought up by a !)laternal aul1t, Diana degli , 
A vveduti, for five years. But at the age of eleven, in 
1391, he was broug~t to Siena and placed under his 
father's brother, Cristofan degli Albizzeschi, and his..1 
wife, Pia, who had no children of their own. It was~ 
really ~o other women, his aunt Bartholommea and 

' ' his cousin. Tobia, who became his me'!tors. They 
strictly conformed to the high standard of self 
i:lisciplil)e and decorum required of women,'. who had 
lost their husbands, and who always wore the .• , 
convel)tional widow's garb, a !Ong dark cloak which 
fell from the head to the feet and almost concealed 
the face .. J3artholommea's piety was that of Mary; 
Tobia preferred Martha (Iris Origo, 15). 

At the age of seventeen, in' 1397, Bernardino came 
especially under the influence of his cousiri, Toliia. 
He attended the grammar school run by Maestro 
Onofrio di Loro and then the school of rhetoric to 
study the humanities under the guidance of the 
famous Maestro Giovanni da Spoleto, "an eminent 
teacher of moral philosophy" from 1392 to 1399 in 
Siena, and then for three years, at the university of 
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the same city. He then turned to the study of canon 
law, which was then considered a'preparation for an 
ecclesiastical career. 

Bernardino was no doubt mterested in lhe study of 
the Latin classics, but he increasingly gave himself 
to the study of Scripture and theology and to the \ 
practices of piety. At the age of eighteen, he joined 
the Confraternity of I Disciplinati di Santa Maria 
della Scala (Origo, 17). During the outbreak of the 
plague in the jubilee year 1400, he spent six months 
nursing the sick in the hospital of Santa Maria del/a 
$ca/a until he himself became dangerously ill. · 
On September 8, 1402, 'Bernardino entered the 
Franciscan Order and became a novice at the 

.hermitage' of II Colombaio on Monte Amiata, and 
too.k his vow as a Franciscan friar of the austere 
reformist group of observance. He took his final 
vows on 1403 and celebrated his first Mass the 
following year. In 1405 he delivered his first sermon 
at Seggiano and continued in that work until his 
death. 

Although not much is known about the first fifteen 
years of his religious life, he began to attract 
attention as a preacher. Between 1414 and 1417, he 
held the office of Vicar Pro-council of the 
ObservantsofTuscany. Between 1417 and 1429, he 
spent the most important period of his preaching 
without much interruption throughout central and 
northern Italy. ' 

In the last fifteen years of his life, he continued his 
preachingjoumey,.but his preaching activities 
_became slowei;, not only because of his old age and 
his administrative responsibilities as Vicar General 
of the Observants ofltaly from 1438 to 1442, but 
also his frequent and often prolonged sojourns in the 
Sienese convent of La Capriola, JI Colombaio. about 
a mile out of Siena, where he ~ested, reflected, 
prayed and wrote. 
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Despite his age and jnfirmity, Bernardino decided in 
1444 to "evangelize" the Kingdom of Naples and 
Sicily, which was now ruled by a new king, Alfonso 
of Aragon. After finishing his Lenten sermons in his 
native toWll of Massa Marittima:, he went back to 
Siena. where he preaclied a farewell sermon on April 
30"': 

The doctrine I have preached to you-is not 
mine, bui what God told me to say . 
When I speak to you I do not know what I 

~ 

am saying; but it is the Holy Ghost that tells 
me; so you receive nothing from me, but all 
from God. . . . I thank the Magnificent • 
Signori for all the charity that they have 
shown to me, and also every other citizen ... 
. I think I sh.ill leave tomorrow, and I do not 
know if we shall ever see each other again .. 

' . . But for the love I have felt and feel for 
you, I beg fou to pray to God for me, that He 
may give me grace to carry.out His will 

\. (Origo, 235). 

At some miles from L' Aquila in the steep, rocky, 
passes of the 'Abruzzi region, he was stricken with a 
fever and-could not go on. The exhausted 
Bernardino was taken to L' Aquila in a litter on May 
20, 1444, on the Eve· of the Ascension and received 
in the convent of St. Francis, where he died 
peacefully. He was·sixty-four years old, and had 
spent forty-two of them in the Franciscan Order. 

Like St.-·Francis himself, he wished to die, not on his 
bed;· but on the bare ground. "Twice his companions 
tried to put back his legs upon the bed, and twice he 
himself put them back uwn the ground" (Origo, 

' 
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239)._He was solsmnly canonized on Whit Sunday 
by Pope Nicholas V . 

Sermons 

- . 
It is because of his semions that Bernardino became 
famous. We must therefore examine his sermons 
and their.significance and characteristics. He 
preached in northern, middle and southern parts of 
Italy. As he himself told, even he was exhausted 
when he delivered his first sermon on September 8, 
1405 in Seggiano. But he became so popular that 
many cities and towns invited him. The number of 
audience was usually so large that he had to deliver 
his sermons outside the church or cathedral 
building~ and in vernacular. At on~ sermon, it is 
said, 20,000 hearers were present. Some.sermons 
lasted four hours or went up to several hours. As 
Lina Bolzoni described, Bernardino's sennons were 
"not gently chastising and suavely persuasive; they 
had a hammering quality" (122). 

Theologically speaking, he did not break away from 
the strict scholastic tradition of organizing his 
sermons, but he knew that many of his iisteners were 
not sophisticated and unschooled, and that they often 
became J:>ored or inattentive. As a result, he made 
them laugh and kept.the attention of th~ audien~e by 
making comic or, dramatic remarks. He was 
essentialiy very realistic and flexible in his approach 
to formulating his sermons. 
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In addition to the preaching of the gospel, _his main 
concerns in the sermons were the eradication of civil 
strife and party spirit After all, the early years of the 
fourteenth-century had been marked by an 
extraordinary struggle between Guelfs and 
Ghibellines. He also showed the criticism of 
superficial, vainglorious life style of many women of 
the day. 'We shall see below how these concerns 
were manifested in his discussion of the role of 
contemporary women, and the growth and spread· of 
sodOII]ites especi~ly in Siena and Florence. 

Bernardino and Women 

It is clear, as we have seen above, that when 
Bernardino was young, he was very much influencea 
by devout aunt and cousin. His tender and dedicated 
feelings towards women were itlso based greatly on 
the tenderness to the Virgin Mary he had. Women 
formed the majority of Bernardino's audience. But, 
as Origo described in her famous biography of 
Bernardino: 

[Women] pass before us, a frieze of brightly 
colored, swiftly moving figures, as 
convincing and alive as if we had met them 
in the Pi!dza de! Campo or Piazza Santa 
Croce this morning. Here are all the 
women of his congregation, the fine ladies 
in their grotesque high headdresses and :.) 
trailing gowns, the pious old crones in long 
black Cloaks, the stout peasant-women with 
country baskets, and the pretty girls ogling 
their young men across the curtain which 

- divided the square (43). 

Bernardino saw these creations very critically. "You 
wear so many vanities upon your head that it is 
shameful." Also wasteful and wrong were the long, 
sweeping trains which many ladies of fashion wore. 
He cried out: "God made both men and women 
without a tail" ( 48). 

Although a long series of"su)llptuary laws" were 
passed both in Siena and Florence around the time to 
restrict these extravagances of fas~ion, these laws 
were ineffective. Bernardino described a.miserable 
husband wlio said: ''.I wish I had a wife whose desire 
for clothes I could satisfy without going bankrupt" 
(Debb~, 139), 

Bernardino's views on the widow were also pretty 
strict and followed the strictest medieval tradition. 
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~s advi.c~ to \~em i_s rathe1)as.ed on th~ assu\Uption 
that they would constantly be assailed by 
temptations, and particularly by those of vanity, 
illusion and lust 

Ladies in Hats and Trains: 
Attributed to Aollonio 4(/ Giovanni 

(Origo, 48 VTII)) 

\ 
It should be noted that in his views on women and 
marriage, Bernardino was influenced by Pietro 
Giovanni Olivi (1248/9-1298), about whom David 
Burr has enlightened us in his recent studies of Olivi 
and the Spritual Franciscans (2001 ):Bernardino 
nowhere_ quotes Olivi; as A. G. Ferrers Ho~ell 
pointed out in his first substantial biography in 
English of Bernardino written 1913, but studied 
Olivi's writings (234):-

In concluding her discussion on Fra Bemardino:s 
real opini~n ofwomen, Origo statea forty-six years 
ago: "It is hardly possible to deny that it shows. 
traces of a very ancient inconsistency . . . . On the 
one hand, the Church taught that woman was Mary, 
the Mother of Our Lord; on the other, that she was 
Eve, the wife of-Adam" (72). 

In a book published in 1999, Franco_Morrnando 
pointed out that, as stated in his 1988 article, 
Bernardino was a "great defender" or "merciless 
betrayer" of the female sex (cf 252). Probably, as , 
Morrnando says, the truth is somewhere in between. 

Sodomy 

:If women's vainglory and artificial embellishments 
were "11a"ked and criticized by Bernardino in his 
sermons, what were the behavior and activities of 
the males which drew his criticisms and anger in his 
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preaching? No doubt, it was so~omy, the • 
''destructive sin," or~the ''abomiriable vice," which 
was widespread and rampant in Italian cities, • 
especially famous in Florence. 

' After the publication of studies and researches by 
such scholars as David Herlihy and Richard C.. • 
Trexler in the late I 970's and .1980's, the problem of 
sodomy in Italian communities began to be dealt 
with more daringly and without much hesitation. As 
a result, many exposures about the spread of the' 
sexuality not only between adult males but also both 
male and boy were published in recent years. 

Sodomy acquired a portentous meaning in the early 
fifteenth century, but the official response to this 
"vice" was not as coherent or resolute as they should 
have been. The difficult and troublesome issue of 
how to control sodomy effectively dragged on 
unresolved for about thirty years before the creation 
of the special magistracy, the Officers of the Night~ 
was resoundingly approved on April 17, 1432. 

Michael Rocke wrote: "[The govemment]wishes \o 
root out of its city the abominable vice of sodomy, ' 
called in the holy scriptures the most evil sin, and 
h~ving (iecidt!P tP,at if what is written herein is done, 

,for the most part this will be accomplished. Until it 
was suppressed in 1502, the Office of the Night, : 
played an indispensable role in Florence" (45). 

Bernardino was 'Certain not only that marriage raised 
a bulwark against sodomy, but also that most mature 
sodomites were no\lmarried. He insisted that there ' 
was an obvious link between its rampant sodomy 1 

and population decline. "You don't understand that 
this is the reason you have lost half your pop_ulation 

\ - " 
over the last twenty-five years. Tuscany has the:: . · 
fewest people of any country in the world, solely. on 
account of this vice" (Rocke, 36).· Bernardino came 
to Florence to preach Lenten cycles in 1424 and 
14_25 and reserved some or'his)host :vitriolic· 
passages for sodomy. 

Trade, Just Price, Usury and Jews ' 

-· -· :,_ 
When Bernardino dealt with the problems of trade, 
loan and financi'!l l\ansactions, he was fairly _ 
traditional, conservative and pragmatic. Any interest 
on a loan was usury, PeClf]!ia peczmiam ,non pprit. I 
Usury was a direct insult,to God. The Church • ;. . 
forbade it' In this regard, h~ Wl!S. "even stricter Jhan 
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Archbishop Antonius of Florence." .What is 
important in understanding Bernardino'.s concept of 
usurjr is that he was not strictly bound by the , 
restrictive side of businessman's financial activities, 
but recognized their contributive money-makers' 
side of the common good. By .some modem writers, 
"he has been considered one of the most clear
s1ghted economists of the Middle Ages" (Origo, 91) 
In his study of Bernardino of Siena and Archbishop 
Antonius of Florence, Raymond de Roover stated: 

- . • " I . 
San Bernardino mentions three kinds of ·. 

· ·merchants whose services are usefu_l to the 
common weal. First; there are the importers" 
exporters (mercantiamm apporatores) who 
transport commodities from a country which 
has a surplus to another where they.are 
scarce·. ,, .. The second kind is the 
mercantianim-conservatores who preserve 
and store _goods ... The third category of 
merchants 1s made up of mercantiamm 
immutatores seu me/ioratores who~ ~ 

transform raw materials into finished.-
products (I I) .. · • A' 

In other words, the merchant's business is perfectly 
legitimate, if 11 performs a useful social function. 
But there was another aspect of business activities to 
which Bernaraino had to pay attention. Because of 
the number of Jews who engaged in money lending 
in the late Middle Ages, Bernardino's criticism was 
often based on anti,Semitism. In Europe, he was 
often mentioned and regarded as an anti-Semitic 
preacher bec~use of his criticism of money-lenders 
in his sermons. It ts only in recent years that his role 
as a critic of.Jews and their m_ode of life began to be 
dealt.with or _clearly criticized in the Umted States. 
Commenting on Franco Mormondio' s recent study 
of Bernardino: James A .. Brundage, author of Law, 
Sex, and Christian Society in Medieval Europe 
(1987), stated:. _ 

. 
Because·oftheiq:fower, cool, "Considered, 
and even-handed appraisals of 
Barnardino',s are rare. Franco J\formando 
provides a notably judicious, but non -
iudgIT!ental appraisal of Bernardino's , , 
attacks on three groups .whom he • • 
c011~id_ered e11"!t]ies oftjle society_ofhis ..:e 
day, .witches,· sodomites, and Jews ~
(Mormando, Jacket). 

•-August 2009 25 



·I 
,, 
., 

I 

·American Cusant.is.Societyi Newsletter 
Cusanus and Aeneas 

At this point, we would like to examine briefly how 
two of Bernardino's contemporaries, in whom we 
are especially .interested in our studies, Nicholas of 
Cusa and Aeneas Sylvius Piccolomini (Pope Pius 
II), thought of the Franciscan preacher and his 
activities. 

After completing his "liberal' arts" studies at the 
University of Heidelberg, 1416'1417, Cusanus 
entered the University of Padua in 1417 to study 
law In 1423, he was in his last year in Padua, .when 
he heard Bernardino preach (Acta Cusana, "I, l; Nr. 
16). Then, in his note about the sermon delivered on 
January 1-, 1457, Cusanus wrote that he had heard 
Bernardino preach in Padua, between January 3 1 and 
April 18, 1423, and that the fiery Bernardino was 
able to stir (suscito) fire froin the dead burner . 
(charcoal burner) (Acta Cusana,·l, 1; Nr,-17). 

It is notable that the event ·w11S not only described in 
a manuscript (MS. 25) in the Library of St. Nicholas 
Hospital in Kues, but also discussed by such 
distinguished scholars as Josef Koch, Edmond 
V ansteenberghe, Bernhard Stasiewski, and 
Dominjsio Pacetti_. (see pp. 28-29). Undoubtedly, 
Cusanus was very inspired by Bernardino's 
preaching.< 

Aeneas Sylvius Piccolomini, who served as Pope 
Pius II, was a great admirer of Bernardino. The vast 
market place of Siena"was crowded with men, 
women and children, who were assembled to hear. 
the famous preacher. He struck a deep chord in. 
.Aeneas' s soul, and as a result, Aeneas went to hear 
him agaj,n and l)Sai,n. A_e11eas was so impressed that· 
he began to contemplate joining the Franciscan 
Order. Aeneas said: "He [Bernardino) could n:iove 
men to tears in the most marvelous manner; he 
denounced vices in such a way that he made 
everyone feel a horror of them, and when he praised 
virtues he made all men love them." Thinking_that 
asceticism was not in Aeneas' s nature, his friends 
tried to dissuade him, but could not prevent him 
from consulting Bernardin~; who had gone. to Rome. 
Taking a long, painful ·way on foot, Aei:i.eas traveled 
to Rome to consult Bernardino, who must have 
possessed keen insight into Aeneas' character. He 
strongly ad\ised the young pilgrim not to carry out 
his intention. 

Thereafter Aeneas spoke of Bernardino with deep 
admiration. In his famous /filler to Mahomet, which 
he v.rnte thirty"five years fater, Aeneas recalled that 
he had heard the saint preaching 'like a new St. 
Paul." When Aeneas wrote his De viris illustribus 
between 1440 and 1450, he wrote delightful short 
sketches of S. Bernardino and Mariano Sozzini 
(1397/1401-1467), the great civil and canon lawyer 
who was "a man of great versatility and ardent 
humanist" (Mitchell, 43-44; lzbicki, Christianson, 
and Krey, 12.) 

All in all, there is no doubt that Bernardino was one 
of those teachers who had a lasting effect upon 
Aeneas' s growth and career. "\ 

The Holy Name. \ 

It is not true that Bernardino was always welcomed 
as a popular preacher wherever ~e delivered his 
sermons. There were cntics who,' from a loosely 
used ideological point of view, sev!'rely criticized 
his message and point of view. For example, the 
famous humanist Giovanni Francesco Poggio 
Bracciolmi ( 1380-1459) was noted for his 
irreverence toward religion and the clergy. In his 
dialogue On-Avarice; he violently-attacked~those 
rough and hypocritical parasites (the friars) wlio, on 
the pretext of religion, and without working or 
toiling, go about preaching poverty and contempt of 
riches." Poggio was clearly regarding Bernardino as 
one of those friars. 

But Bernardino's zeal in promoting devotion to 'the 
Holy Name became the source of a greater challenge 
to his evangelical work. "The famous emblem was 
the trigrammatic abbreviation "yhs" in miniscule 
Gothic letters of the name of Jeslis.:It was placed in 
'the middle of a blazing sun. 

Bernardino hoped 'that this emblem should displace 
superstitious symbols and the insignia of factions. 
The cult of the Holy Name spread rapidly and its 
symbol began to appear in churches, homes and 
public buildings. Three times attempts were made to 
raise the charges of heresy against the preacher: in 
1426 under Martin V, iii'143 l under Eugenius IV, 
and in 1438 at the Council of Basel. 

In '1426, Bernardino wrote:- "I am going to Rome to 
be cremated by fire .. .'They are calling me a heretic 
and the word circulating in Rome is \hat I must be 
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burned at the stake" (Mormando, 1999, 88) .. 0ne of 
the moSt important critics of Bernardino's theory of 
the Holy Name was Andrea Biglia (c.1394-1435), 
Augustinian humanist historian (cf. Marmando, 
275). Without the help of the highly regarded the 
Franciscan preacher John of Capistrano (1386-
1456), Bernardino might not have succeeded in 
wir:ming fo!"!"al l\CQUitta\. E_ugenius IV responded 
eventually on Jan. 8,'1432, with bull Sedis 
Apostolicae and exonmited Be11Jardino once and for 
all of all charges of heterodoxy. Despite Eugenius' 
supm?rt ancl praise, enough 5uspiqion li_ngered_ and at 
the March 15, 1438 session of the Council of Basel, 
an inquiry was once more held, but the charges led 
nowhere. Why did the suspicion and criticism of 
Bernardino '.s heterodoxy last so long and 
persistently? 

Discussing the above portrait of St. Bernardino by 
Pietro <l;' Giovanni Ambossi, which was painted in 
1439, A.G. Ferrers Howell wrote in 1913: 

In early life, Bernardino is described by his 
contemporaries as a beautiful youth -
formosus et pulchrd facie" - but the 
austerities which he practiced and the 
fatigues which he underwent rendered him 
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prematurely old. At forty-six he was 
already bald and toothless and is said to 
have been the living image of S. Francis 

In this portrait at Capriola ... we have the 
original of the type faithfully presented by 
Sienese artists through successive 
generations - the ascetic face; sharp 
features and pointed chin,, transfigured by 
the ardent expression of a soul on fire with 
the sacred monogram, the love of God and 
man. As we walk through the rooms of the 

·Gallery at _Siena, the familiar form in the 
grey habit, bearing the tablet with the 
sacred monogram, meets us at every t\lm. 
Sometimes Bernardino appears in altar

.pieces at the side of S. Catherine and the 
Archangel Michael, more often with S. 
Francis and the great Saints of his order, 
and alway's at 'the feet of th~ Ble5sed Virgin, 
the liege lady of Siena, to whom his heart 
and service were pledged (328-329). 
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mislico sole del 400. Milan:· Casa Editrice Santa 
Lega Eucaristica, 1933. 

Herlihy, David' and Christine Klapisch-Zuber. 
Tuscans and Their Families: A Study of the 
Florentine Cata.~to oj 1427. New Haven: Yale 
Unive~sity ,J'r~ss, 1978. 

Howell, A. G. Ferrers. S. Bemardino of Siena. 
London: Methuen, 1913. 
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Izbicki, Thomas M.;Gerald Christianson and Philip 
Krey. Reject Aeneas, Accept Piu:. Sefected Letters of 
Aeneas Sylvi11.< Piccolomini (Pope Pius 
IJ,1.Washington, DC: Catholic'Unive~sity of 
America, 2006, 

Koch, Josef. Nikolaus von Cues und seine Umwelt. 
Untersuchungen zu C11.<anus Texte IV Erste 
Saffimelung (SBH 1944/48, 2. abh.). Heidelberg: 
Carl Winter, :1948. · 

Mitchel, R J. The Laurels and the Tiara: Pope Pius 
II. 1458-1460. London: HJ:lrvill Press, 1962. 

Mormando, Franc0. The Preac/zir's Demons: 
Bernardino of Siena and the Social Underworld of 
Early Renaissance Italy. Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1999. · ' ·· 

Origo, Iris. The World of San Bernardino. New 
York: Harcourt, Bra,ce & World, Jr,ic., 1962. 

Piccolomini, Enea Silvio. "De Bernardino Senensi." 
In" De viris i/111.<tribus, ed. Adriru. van Heck. 
Vatican City· Biblioteca Apostolica V aticana, 1991, 
17-41. 

,.~ 

Polecretti, cyr\thia L. Preacfzing Peace in 
Renaissance 1taly: Bernardino of Siena & His 
Audience. Washington, DC: Catholic University of 
America Press, 2000. -· 

;.. 
Rocke, Michael. Forbidden"Friendships. 
Homosexua(ity andMale Culture in Renaissance 
Florence. Oxford-. Oxford University Press, 1996. 

Stasiewski, Bernhard. Der Heilige Bernardin von 
Siena: Untersuchungen iiber die. Quellen einer 
Biographeii-,.. Munster: Aschendorffsche 
Verlagsbuch&~.Qlu!)g,_1931. _ _ . 

Trexler, Richard C. Public Life in Renaissance 
Florence. New York: Academic Press, 1980; Ithaca: 
Cornell University. Press, 1991. .. 

Thureau-Dangin, Paul. The Life of S. Bernardino of 
Siena. Rev. ed. Trans .. G. Von. Hugel. London: Philip 
Lee Warner, 1911. 

V ansteenberghe, Edmond. Autour de la docta 
ignorante. Une controverse sur la theo/ogie 
mystique au XVe siec/e. [Beitriige zur Geschichte der 

Volume XXVI, Number 1 

Philosophi~ de§ Mittelalter§,J:l®Q XI\!, He.l,tz-4.] 
Munster: Aschendorff, 1915, I0}-162. 

IV. Articles 

' 
[There are so many articles on St. Bernardino of 
Siena that I lisronly a selected number of recen( 
important artic:les belm>;. ·Those who are Interested in 
articles published before 2001 are invited to see 
books in the above list: (Debby, 313-337), 
(Mormando, 333'.354), and (Polecretti, 245-261).] 

Bolzoni, Lina. "Predicazioni e arte della memoria: 
• l/n qtlaiesimale di Bernardino da Siehae !'imagine 
de! serafino," in::R. G. Kecks; edc Musagtes: 
Festschrifl fiir Wolfram Prinz. Berlin: Gebr. .Mann 
Verlag, 1991, pp. 179-195. 

• I 

Capitani, 9vidi<;?. "SfillJ;lernardino e l'etica 
economiai." In: Aili de/ connegno storico 
Bernardino: L' Aquila: Constito aquilano del sesto 
centenarilo, 19B2, pp.'47-68.' · ·· 

Elliott, Dyan. "Bernardino of Siena versus the 
Marriage Debt.': In: Jacque/line Murray and Konrad 
Eisenbechler, ed"s' Desi~e and Dis~ipline: Sex and 
Sexuality in the Premodern West. Toronto: 
University of!oronti)Pf'ess, 19%, pp. 1680200. 

Izbicki, Thomas M. "?}·res· of Vanities: Mendicant 
Preaching on the Vanity of Women l,l!ld Its Lay 
Audience." In: De Ore Domini: Preacher and Word 
in the Middle Ages, ed., Thomas L. Amos et al., 
Kalamazoo: Medieval Institute Publ.'. 1989, pp. 211-
234. !' 

11 I 
Mormando, Franco. "Bernardino of Siena: 'Great 
Defender' or, 1Merciless Betrayer of Women'," 
Ita/ica, 75 (1998), 20-40.- -- .....! 

Mormando, Franco." '.To persuade is a Victory': 
Rhetoric and Moral Reasoning il1 the Sermbbs of 
Bernardino of Siena." In: The Context of Casuistry, 
eds., James F Keenah, S.J. and Thomas A. Shannon. 
Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 
1995, pp .. 55-84: 

Mormando, Franco. "What Happens to Us When We 
Die? Bernardino of Siena on 'The Four Last 
Things'," in: Death and Dying in the Middle Ages, 
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eds., Edilgard E. DuBruck and Barbara L: Gusick. 
New York: Peter Lang, 1999, pp.109-142. 

Pacetti, Dionisio. "La Predicazione di S. Bernardino 
da Siena a Perugia ed Assist;fel 1425," Co/lectanea 
Franciscana 10 (1940), 161-188. 

Rocke, Michael. "Il controllo dell'omosessualitit di 
Firenze nel xv secolo: gli Ufficiali di nolle, " 
Quademi Storici, 66 (1987). 701.-723. 

Rocke, Michael. "Sodomites in Fifteenth-Century 
Tuscany: Th~ Views of Bernardino of Siena." In: 
The Pursuit of Sodomy: Male Homosexuality in 
Renaissance and Enlightened Europe. eds. K. Gerast 
and G. Hekma. New York: Harrington Park Press, 
1989, pp. 7-31. 

Ruseoni, Roberto. "St. Bernardino of Sieha, the 
Wife, and Possessions." In: Women and Religion in 
Medieval and Renaissance Italy, eds., Daniel 
Bornstein and Roberto Rusconi, trans. Margery J 
Schneider. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1996, pp.182-196. 

NEW BOOKS by MEMBERS 

_.,..,_.,,.,.~.;.~,_,.,,.. -· ~ .. ~~~ 
_...,_ .. ,"'.' _,, .. ~~~""''""'"""""'"''"""'""""'"'~-

" ... uns .Ychiitze im Himmel zu sammeln. ": 
die Stiftungen des Nikoliiiis 1•on Kuei 

. b • - . -' y • ~. 

Sylvie Tritz , r . 

Maini: s·elbstverlag.der Gesellschiift fur 
Mittelrheinischen Kirchengeschichte 

2098, 43,5 pp.,€ 40,-. 

[More will be said on the book in the next 
Newsleyter.J 

Volume XXVI, Number 1 

. ' 

' Lineages of European \ 
Political Thought 

by 
Cary J. Nederm~n 

Washington, DC: The Cati:t,lic University 
of America Press'\ 

2009, 375,pp., $39.95. 

DMJNo ldC.'llQl..U OF CUU.~ 
IM&Y~ 

ftt; ............ PI' ............. .......... °"":°""'....,_ 

-·--
"'"-·-.. ·'' ........ -.~-'"-·'"-........ 

~ __ ........ 
TracingNicholas ofCusa's Early Development: 

August 2009 

The relationship between «De concordantia 
catholica» and «De "docta ignorantia». 

[Philosophes Mectievaux, 49.] 
by 

de Guzman Miroy, Jovino 

Leuven: Peters Publishers, 
2009.x, 314 pp.,€ 74,-. 
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SELECTED RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

We would be very pleased to receive from members 
and friends ~ffprints oftbeirnewly p~blish~d- . · 
articles about Cusnus and related topics, so that they 
may be listed in the series of pubiieati'ons in each 
issue of the Newsletter. Naturally, we would also 
welcome new books and other publications by our 
members and friends. 
The Editor wishes to thank sincerely those members 
and friends who have kindly serit liim their.recent 
publications. The following sections also include 
books and articles by our members that are rioi 
directly related to Cusanus studies. 
Some book's that were already Ii sted in the previous 
issues of the Newsletter are included here again 
because they were recently reviewed.in-major 
scholarly journals. They are marked with an asterisk 
(*). 
The Editor wishes to emphasize that thariks to the 
attention and care of our Special AdviS!)r, Dr. 
Thomas M. Izbicki, important books have gone into 
the following list of publications. 

PRL\IARYSOURCESAND 
TRANSLATIONS 

Nicholas of Cusa 

" Nicolas de Cues. Les Ecrits Mathematiques. Jean-
Marie Nicole, ed. aud trans. Paris: Honore 
Champion, 2007. 

Reinhard, Klaus and Harald Schwaetzer, eds. 
Nikolaus van Kues in der Geschichte des 
Plaionismus. Regensburg: S. Roederer-Verlag, 

2007. ' 

Other 

Aristotle. Aristotle, On the Life-Bearing Spirit (De 
spiritu). A Discussion with Plato and his 
Predeccessors on pneuma as the lnstromental Body 
of the Soul. Abraham P. Bos and Rein Ferwerda, 
intro., trans. and Com~e~tarr. L.;ici~='Brill,' 2008. 
208 pp., $149.00. 

\ 

Volume XXVI, Number.1• 

Aquinas, Thomas. Commentary on Aristotle 's On 
Interpretation. South Bend:IN: St. Augustine Press, 
2009, 300 pp., $70.00. ~ 

Aquinas, Thomas. Disputed Questions on Virtue. 
Questa disputata de virtutibus in communi.and 
Quaestio disputata de virtutibus cardinali6us. South 
Bend, IN: St. Augustine Press, 2009, 160 pp., 
$1~:00 -

Aquinas, .Thomas. Treatise on Law. The Complete 
Text. ·South Bend, 

0

IN: St. Aug:istine Press, 2009. 
312 pp., $18.00. 

Averro~s (Ibn R_ushd) of Cordoba.1126-J 198. Long 
Commentary on the De Anima of Aristotle. [Yale 
I,-ibrary of Medieval Philosophy.] Richard C. Taylor 
with Theresa-Anne Duart, trans., intro."& notes. 
New H'!ven, CT: Yale University Press, 2009. 

~ ' 

Gilson, Etienne: Three Quests in Philosophy. 
Armand Mauer, ed., James K. Farge, intro., Toronto: 
Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies, 2008. xii, 
145 pp., $24.95. 

Iamblichus. lamblichus_: De mysferiis, Emma C. 
Clarke, John M. Dillon and Jackson P. Hershbell, 
trans., intro. & notes. Leiden: Brill, 2004. iii, 382 
pp., $229.00. 

Iamblichus. lamblichus 'De Anima. John F. 
Finamore and John M. Dillon, texts, trans. & 
commentary. Leiden: Brill;'2007. xii, 304 pp., 
$194.00. 

Lombard, Peter. The Sentences. Guilio _Silano, trans., 
Toronto: _Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies. 
Book 1: The Mystery of the Trinity. 2007. ]viii, '.?78 
pp., $39.95 
Book Il: On Creation. 2008. xlvi, 236 pp., $34.95. 
Book Ill. On the Incarnation of the Word. 
[Mediaeval Sources in Translation 45.] 2008. xlviii, 
190 pp., $34.95. . I .. 

Book. IV: On the Doctrine of Signs. [Mediaeval 
Sources in Translation 48.] 2009. 336 pp., $39.95. 

Machiavelli, Niccolo. The Prince on the Art of 
Power: The New Illustrated Edition of the 
Renaissance Masterpiece on Leadership. J. W. 
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Marriot, trans., Cary J Nederman, intro., London: 
Duncan Baird, 2009. · 

Pennyfort, Raymond. Summa on Marriage. 
[Mediaeval Sources in Translation 41.] Pierre J. 
Payer, trans. Toronto: Pontifical Institute of 
Mediaeval Studies, 2005. viii, 98 pp., $21.95. 

Proclus. Proclus 'Hymns. Essays, Translations, 
Commentary. R. M. van den Berg. Leiden: Brill, 
2001. xvi, 344 pp., $194.00. 

REFERENCE BOOKS AND 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

Benedetto, Robert, ed. The New Westminster 
Dictionary of Church History. Vol. I. Louisville, 
KY: West111jnster Johp f'.illox, 700~. 

Daibler, Hans. Bibliography of fslamic Philosophy. 
Supplement. Leiden: Brill, 2006. xii, 428 pp., 
$201.00. 

Dufour, Richard. Plotinus. A Bibliography 1950-
2000. Leiden: Brill, 2005. viii, 176 pp., $194.00. 

Miller, Clyde Lee. "Nicholas of Cusa,"_in: Stanford 
Eneyclopedia of Philosophy, 2009. (Online 
Publication.) · 
http://plato.stanford.ed/entries/cusanus/ 

Neusner, Jacob and Alan J. Avery-Peck, eds. 
Encyclopedia of Religious and Philosophical 
Wrilings in Late Antiquity. Leiden:'Brill, 2007. xu,, 
468 pp., $299.00. 

Robinson, Chase F .. ed. Thelfew Cambridge Hislo)y 
oflslani Vol."J, The Formation of the Islamic 
World, Sixth to Eleventh Centuries. New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2009. 812 pp., l 

$200.00. 
. ,. 

BOOKS 

Nicholas of Cusa 
,t,•"' ' • 

Catil,·Cesare. La Croce al 'inconcepibile:Jl pensiero 
di Nicola Cusano Ira jilosojia e pedica::ione.- ·· 

Macerata: 'eum ( ediZiorii imiversita & nacerate ), 
ioo9 • 

\ 
-·- ~ 0:: • \- _,, 

Bangert, Ulf, Wolfgang Port and Karl-Heinz B. van 
Lier, eds. Die L Kueser Gesprache. Europa 
Gestalten .Das Erbe des Nikolaus von Kuei. 
Munster: Aschendorff Ver lag. 2008. 

de Guzman Miroy, Jovino. Tracing Nicholas of 
Cusa 's Early Development: The relationship 
between «De concordantia catholica» and «De 
docta ignorantia». [Philosophes Medi~vaux, 49.] 
Louven: Peters Publishers, 2009. x, 314 pp.,€ 74,-. . . -
Maurizi, Marco. La nostalgia de/ totJi"/:lenre non 
altro: ci1sm10 .e la genes/ de/la modemita: Soveria\: 
Mannelli: Robbettino, 2008. · 

Reinhardt, Klaus and HaialdSchwaetzer, eds. 
Universalitat de~, Vem.unfi, u_ml /~u;alitat der 
Erkenntms be1 !Y1colaus Cma1111s.<Regensburg, S. 
Roderer-V er lag; 2008. 

Schwaetzer, Harald and Franz-Bernhard 
Stammkotter. Der Prediger auf der Porta. Die 
Trierer Predigten des Nikolaus mn Kues. Munster, 
2005. • , 

• 
Tritz, Sylvie. " ... uns Schtilze 1m Himmel zu 
sammeln. ": die Stijftungen des Niko/mi< von Kues. 
Mainz: Seblstverlag der Gesellschaft for 
Mittelrheinlische K.irchengesch1chte, 2008. 435 pp. 

Other 

Abulafia, David. T11e Discoven· of Mankind: 
Atlantic Encounters in the Ag~· ,,jcolumbus. New 
Haven, CT: Yale University ·Press. 2008. 408 pp., 
$35.00. 

Akkerman, F., A. J. Vanderiagt and A.H. van der 
Laan, eds. Northern Humanism in European 
Context, 1469-1625. From the "Ad1"ert Academy" to 
Ubbo Emmius. Leiden: Brill, 1999. xiv, 378 pp., 
$149.00. 

f 

Allen, Michael J. B., V ruery Rees and Mahin 
Davies, eds. Marci/io Ficitio. m:, Theology, his " 
Philosophy, his Legacy. Leiden Brill, 2002. x\cii, 
498 pp., $149.00. 
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Andrea, Alfred J. ed. & trans. The Capture of 
Constantinople: The -:Hystoria 
Con<laniinopolitana ''·of Gunther of Pairis. 
Philadelphia: University of Peiirisylvania Press, 
1997. xiv, l94pp., $18.95. 

·. 
Atwood; Craig D . .The. Theology of the Czech 
Brethren from Hus to Comenius. University Park' 
Penn State University Press, 2009. 232 pp., $65.00. 

Bedurftig, Friedemann ,Der Dri/Jigjiihrige Krieg: 
Ein Lexikon Darmstadt:.Prinus Verlag, 2006. 208 
pp.,€ 19.90. [BR: The Catholic Historical Review, 
XCV, 1(January2009) 153-154 (Joseph E. -
Patrouch).] 

y-

*Bejczy.Istvan and Cafy LNederman, eds. Princely 
Virtues in the Middle Ages. 1200-1500. [Disputatio, 
Vol. 9.] Turnhout: Brepols Publishers, 2007.-xii; 316 
pp.,€ 60, -. [BR: The Catholic Historical Review, 
XCV, I (January.2009) 125 (Francis Oakley):]~ 

" 
Bennett, N. H The Register of Richard Flemming, 
Bishop of Lincoln 1420-1431: II. Rochester: Boydell 
& Brewer, 2009. 224 pji., $47.95 .•• 

... 
Berchman, Robert M. Prophyry Against the 
Christians. Leiden: Brill, 2007. xvi, 248 pp., 
$170.00. 

Black, Antony. The History of Islamic Political 
Thought: From }he Prophet to the Present. New 
York: Rutledge, 2001. xviii, 377 PP-

'I 

Black, Antony. The World History of Ancient 
Political Thought. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2009. 264 pp., $75.00. 
\ 
Borgolte, Michae, ed. Stiflungen in Christentum, 
Judentum urid Islam vor der Moderne: Auf der 
Suche nach ihren Gemeinsamkeiten und 
Unterschieden in religiosen Gnmdlagen, 
praktischen Zwecken und historischen 
Transfonnationen (Stiftungsgeschichten 4 )_ Berlin, 
2005. ' ,, 

Borsi, Stefano. Nicolo Ve Roma: Alberti, Angelico, 
Manetti.e un·grande piano urbano. Firenze:' 
Polistampa: .. Fondazione Spadolini Nuova antologia, 
2009. 

\ 

Volume XXVI, Number 1 

Brodman; James WilliamscCharity and Religion in 
Medie'i:al Europe. Washington;-DC: The Catholic. 
University of America Press, 2009. 328 pp., $59.95. 

Brov.n, S. F. et al: eds.-Philosophical Debates at 
Paris in the Early Fourteenth Cehtury.lHemdon 
VA: Brill, 2009." ...i 

~ 
.:· ..... J. 

*Bruni, Leonard: History of the Florentine People. 
Vol. 3, Books 9-12.',[The I Tatti Renaissance Library 
27.] Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,_ 
2007, xxi, 477 pp. $29.95. [BR: Renaissance 
Quarterly, 62, 1 (Spring 2009) 182-184 (Paul 
Oppenheimer).] 

Burman, Thomas E. Reading the Qur 'an in Latin 
Christendofh, 1140-1560. Philadelphia: University· 
of Pennsylvania Press, 2009. 328 pp., $24.95. 

Bynum, Carolyn Walker & Paul Freedman. Last 
Things' Death and the Apocalypse in the Middle 
Ages. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 2006. viii, 363 pp .. $28.95~ 

Calzona, Arturo; Frliriceseo Paolo Fiore, Albeho 
Tenenti and Cesare.Vasoli, eds. JI Songo di Pio II e 
ii Viaggiq da Roma a Man/ova. Attj de! Convegno 
intemazionale Mantova 2000 (Ingenium 5). 
Florenzce, 2003. 

• 
*Christianson, Gerald; Thomas M. Izbicki and 
Christopher M.iBellitto, eds. The Church, the 
Councils, and Refonn. The Legacy of the Fifleen 
Century. :Washington DC: The Catholic University 
of America Press, 2008. 352 pp., $79.95. [BR: 
Renaissance Quarterly, 62, 2 (Summer 2009), 594-
595 (Paul V_ Mruphy)l 

Classen, Albreeht.:The Poems'ofOswald von,. 
.Wolkenstein: An English Translation of the 
Complete works-(1376177-1445). New York: 
Palgrave McMillan, 2008. 268 pp., $84.95. 

. .... ~ ~ 

Colish, Marcia L. The Fa~J;iers and Beyond: Church 
Fathers.between Ancient and Medieval Thought: 
Burlington, .VT:.Asligate, 2008. 348 pp:, $134:95 ... 

Corrigan, Kevin, ed. Platonisms: Ancient, Modern, 
and Postmodern:;Leiden:'Brill, 2007.:xii, 284_pp.,. 
$186.00. ·- ~ 
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Courteney, W. J. Oclcham and OCJchamism, 2008. 
Herndon, VA (? -catalogue address): Brill, 2008. 
$132.75. 

Cunningham; Lawrence S. ed, Intractable Disputes 
about the Natural Law: Alasdair Macintyre and. 
Critics. Notre Dame: University pf Notre Dame 
Press, 2009. 392 pp., $30.00. 

D' Anconna, Cristina, ed. The Libraries ~{the 
Neoplatonists. Leiden: Brill, 2007. xi¢cvi; 540 pp., 
$199.00. 

Denley, Peter. Teachers and Schools in Siena, 1357-
1500. Documenti di Storia. Siena: Betti Editrice, 
2007. vi, 162 pp.€ 25.'. [BR: Renaissance 
Quarterly, 62, I (Spring 2009)192-193 (Edward D. 
English).] 

Dodds, Jerrilynn D. The Arts of Intimacy: 
Christians, Jews, and Muislim• in the Making of 
Ca•ti/ian Culti1re .. New Haven, CT: Yale'University 
Press, 2009. 256 pp., $40.00., 

Doubleday,' Simon R. and David Coleman, eds. In · 
theLight of Medieval Spain:.Jslam, the West,·and 
the.Relevance of the Pa.t .• New York: Palgrave 
Macnillan, 2008:·_228 pp., $79.95. 

Dupre, Louis. Religion and the Rise of Modem 
Culti1re. [Erasmus Institute Books]; Notre Dame:" 
University of Notre dame Press; 2008. 

- ' 
Ebbesen, Sten. Greek-Latin philosophical 
Interaction. [ Ashgate Studies in Medieval 
·Philosophy.] Alders~ot:.Ashgate Pub., 2008. viii; 
230pp. 

Eliasson; Erik. The Notion of That Which Depends 
on Us in Plotinus and Its Background . ..Leiden: Brill, 
2008. $148.00. -- • 

Escher, Felix and Hartmut Kuhne, eds. Die 
Wilsnackfahrt. Ein Wallfahrts- und ~ 

Kommunikdtionszentn1m Nord' und Mitteleuropas 
im Sptitmittelalter (Europiiische-Walfahrtsstudienl 
2). Frankfurt a.M. 2006. 

Freedman, Paul. -Out of the Edst: Spices ahd the-."
Medieml Imagination. New Haven, CT: Yale 
University Press, 2008. 288 pp., $30.00. 

Volume XXVI, Number 1 

Fudge, Thomas A. The Crusade against Heretics in 
Bohemia, 1418-1./3 7: Sources and Documents for 
the Hussite Crusades. BU:.lington, VT: Ashgate, 
2002. 446 pp., $110.00. 

GUnther, Hans-Christian. Die Ubersetzungen der 
Elementatio Theologica des Proklos und Ihre 
Bedeutungforden Proklostext. Leiden:· Brill, 2007. 
Xvi, 224 pp., $139.00. 

Hobbins, Daniel. Authorship and Publicity Before' 
Print: Jean Gerson and the Transformation of 
LateMedieval Leaming. Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 2009. xii. 335pp., $49.95. 

. -~ 

Horden, Peregrine. Hospital and Healing from \ 
Antiquity to the Later Middle Ages. [V ariorum . 
,Collected Studies Series: CS881.] 'Burlington, VT: 
Ashgate, 2008. 352 pp., $134'.95. 

Housley, Nornian. Fightingfor\he Cross: 
•Cru<ading to the Holy Land. New,Haven, CT: Yale 
University' Press, 2008. 356 pp., $38.00. 

*Izbicki, Thomas:Gerald Christianson and Phillip 
Krey. "Reject Aeneas, Accept Pius": Selected 
.Letters of Aeneas Sylvius Piccolomini. (Po~ Pius fl) 
Washington, DC: The Catholic Universitytf 
America Press. 2006. xvi, 435 pp., $79.95. [BR: The 
Catholic Historical Review XCV, I (January 2009) 
147cl48 (Keith Sidwell).] 

Jenkens, A. Lawrence, ed. Renaissance Siena: Art in 
Context. Kirksville, MO: Truman State University 
Press, 2009. 224 pp., $54.95;'$39.95. 

Klepper, Deeana Copeland. The Insight of 
Unbelievers: Nicholas of Lyra and Christian 
Reading of Jewish Text in the Ipter Middle Ages. 
Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press,-
2007. ill, 225 pp., $55.00. • .. 

~-J 

Koteski, Joseph W. An Introduction to Medieval 
,Philosopfzy: Ba.ic Concepts. Malden, MA & 
Oxford: Blackwell Pub., 2009. viii, 247 pp. 

I.;ahey, Stephen Edmund. John Wye/if: [Qreat 
Medieval Thinkers]. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2008. 

Leff, Gordon. Bradwardine and the Pelagians: A 
Study of his 'De Causa Dei' and its Opponents. 
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[Cambridge Studies in Medieval I;ife and Thought: 
New Series.] Cambridge: Cambridge University .. 
Press, 2009. 

MacDonald, Alasdair A., Zweder R. W. M. von 
Martels and Jan R. Veenstra., eds. Christian 
Humanism: Essays in Honour o.f Ario Vanderjagt . 
[Studies in Medieval and Reformation Traditions, 
142.] Leiden:.Brill; 2009, xxxiv, 494,pp. 

Maiolo, Francesco. Mediev!il Sovereignity. A1arsilius 
of Padua and Bartolous of Saxo_ferrato. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 2006. 256 pp., $22.00. 

Makdisi, Usama. Artillery of heaven: American• 
Missionaries and the Failed Conversion of the 
Middle East. [The United States m the World.] 
lthaca:_ ComelltUniversity Press, 2008. 

Messog. Carolyn and Ad Putter, eds. Evisaging 
Heaven in the Middle Ages. [Routledge Series in 
Medieval Religiq9 and <:;ultu~~:.6.] New York: 
Routledge, 2007. x, 258 pp · 

Moraw, Peter. Gesammelte Bettrtige zur deutschen 
und europtiischen Universittitsgeschichte. . . .. 
StntktUren-Personen' Entwicklungen. :Leiden/Boston, 
Brill, 2007. xiv, 624 pp. , $199.00. 

Mormando, Franco and Thomas Worcester, eds. 
Pietj, and Plague:.:From Byzantium to the Baroque. 
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ABSTRACTS. 

Papers given at the Society's Sessions 
lli - • - • 

at the 44 International Congress 
on Medieval Studies 

Kalamazoo, MI 

Session 62. May.7. 2009 
Cusanus and Islam 

"Nicholas of Cusa and Islam" 

Marica Costigliolo 
Univ. Degli Studi di Genoa 

According to George Anawati, it is not possible 
to speak of inter-religious dialogue as far as 
Cusanus' works are concerned, in particular the 
Cribratio Alkorani. Here I suggest that the Cribratio 
represents, on the same level as De pace fidei, a : 
dialogic work: the medieval dialogue was a sort of 
exegetical commentary on the text. In particular, the 
comparison between different creeds is established · 
in the course of the various epochs through 
apologetic and polemical texts: the approach of 
medieval Christian scholars towards Islam was 
based on polemical intent, as the Christians were in 
the first place concerned to defend their faith. To · 
consider this literary genre as multi-religious 
examination oflslamic religion and dialogue could 
therefore be overreaching. However, according to I 

Thomas Burman (2007), the strong critical and 
polemical intent of writings ori Islam is integral to 
establishing the interest and in-depth culture by 
Western thinkers. These scholars in fact had to 
resolve numerous grammatical, lexical, exegetical, 
interpretative problems, mainly connected with the 
linguistic differences between Arabic and Latin. In 
addition, there w<;re· frequent additions to the 
translated parts oftlie Koran, ;n the form of Bible 
transcripts or of other Christian texts. In fact, it was 
in this way that the relationship between the two 
worlds went about being constructed: starting with 
an apologetic intentio, a complex relationship began 

its source to the translation\)fthe Koran by Robert 
Ketton, one of the foremost authors whom Burman 
describes as advocates for the cultural exchange ' 
between Islam and Christianity. 

Through the prciceeding of the manuductio, and 
of the pia interpretaiio, Cusanus feels he has fully 
demonstrated the innumerable affinities between the 
Koran and the Gospel: he cites numerous passages 
of the Koran as proof of the conviction, depending 
on the problematic analyzed. If the similarities · 
be!Ween the }wo texts are many, give~ that in the 
Koran it is written that "the Gospel is a very clear 
and true book," it follows that the Arabs (or rather 
the Muslims) must admit the evangelical'lruths. 
Otherwise they would fall into error and \ 
contradiction. · -· · · 

In the Ill book of the Cribratio there is a clear 
refere;,c~ to the double level of textual 
'communication present in the Kor.an· '.'licholas 
underlines that in a sura it is v..T1tt&n that "no one can 
righteously understand the Koran, except God and 
the scholars who have divme knowledge," while 
another sura professes "the Koran is simple and 
clear." Cusanus comments on these contradictions 
in the following way: "Quis 'i

0

sta capit? Et ita omnia 
involvis per contradictiones et varietates, quad 
argumentum illud, quod pro Alkoranofacis." The 
theologian, in book II, justifiesthe textual 
differences of the Koran because the intention on 
part of the prophet is to address a stratified public 
consisting of scholars and others. But in the !ff 
book, the textual change becomes a reason for 
heated discussion, as Cusanus argues that the Koran 
-'being contradictory - cannot be a divine work. 
After having disproved Muharnmed's prophetic 
capabilities, Nicholas deals with the analyses of the 
Koran, without availing himself of the translation of 
the original text, but following Riccoldo da 
Montecroce's Contra legem Saracenorum. In fact he 
writes that the Muslims believe they are able to 
reach salvation even having committed every form 
of sin, and Cusarius repeats Riccoldo's argument: 

which today is still being elaborated. Cusanus, in • 1 

"Et ut Arabes dicuntur, tune intentio '.\1.ahumeti erat 
bane confessiOnein facies pciradiSum intrare, etiamsi 
fomicatus, latrocinatus et alia peccata fecisset, quia 
fides salvaret." This verse clarifies the use of the 
sources in the Cribratio: knowledge of the Muslim 
world cmpes abput tlp"ough the texts of the 
commentators on the Koran, for the most part by 
apologists for Christ.ianity. Cusanus uses several 

my opinion, fully places himself in this discussion. 
He iµ fact begins from a polemic vis (polemical 
impulse) which is quite accentuated in his Cribratio, 
and ends up with a systematic study of the 
funaamental doctrine. This development is tied at 
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verses of the Contra legem, and several passages· of 
the Koran,.without making precise distinctions. 
·Chapter III of book III of the Cribratio is entitled 
Cur dicuntur salvati credentes Alkoranum et quod 
gladiiis et magister. The structure of the chapter. 
revolves around sura 21 5; 6, in which is written: ' 
"But they say: 'Fruitless images of a dream! On the 
contrary it is he who invented it he in fact is a poet; 
he brjngs us a sign like those sent to those of ancient 
times!' And no one of the cities which We 
destroyed, already before them, believed: ·Do they 
believe now?" Nicholas, in his comments of this 
sura, inserts per gladium, an expression which is not 
present in the Koran, but whi_ch he copies from the 
text ofRiccoldo. This textual method is frequent in1 
the Middle Ages: translation, commentary, analyses 
of the text intertwine to the point ofrendering a 
precise exegesis very difficult At the same time, 
however, this procedure also brings the theoretical 
position of the author to light, as well ·as his 
compositional intent: Cusanus uses the words of 
Riccoldo because he wants to emphasize the 
violence of the Koranic message, to demonstrate its 
ihcongfuence and danger. Later in the Cribratio, in 
chapter VI of book III Cusanus once again uses the, 
method of the pia interpretatio, and gives an account 
of several passages of the Koran which affirm the 
uselessness of violence and of duress. 

One can note that Cusanus' confutative method 
and polemical intentio lead in the course of the 
development of,.the Cribratio, to the establishment of 
an out-and-out textual comparison between the 
Christia:n tr~dfti~~ and the Koranic text To an ' . 
assertion of the Koran Nicholas responds citing the 
biblical text ~d 'aceorr'iplishes an exegesis, though it 
be partial, as glossing a text alr!'ady translated (from· 
the Arabic.to Latin) and frequently manipuJated with 
additions -~d int,erpn;~tipns made by translators. Jn 
addition, Cusanus frequently compares the Gosp~l 
with the Koran, for the purpose of demonstrating his 
theses. The precise citations and the interpretative 
work of Nicholas allow us to grasp two fundamental 
things: the access to Arabic-Islamic sou~ces for 
Western intellectuals of the era, and the culttiral 
attitude towards the Muslim religion. The access 
becomes wholly influenced by the tr"'1.s!'!tions 
.c,i.rc;ulating in the Middle Ages,. as Burman also 
demonstrates. In the Cribratio, the reception of the 
Muslim culture occurs via the form of the apologetic 

''· ". . 
commentary. Yet in my vi~·, it is not cprrect t.9 .. , 
exclude the possibility that we are dealing with a 

..I''' ' ~ ' ' ' 
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multi-religious model of dialogue, though it lie 
contextual to an eX:tremely precise historical period. 
It would therefore be necessary to also ask oneself 
what the form is, the model, and the archetype of , 
dialogue between creeds: today this question 
appears to be as open as ever. It remains without ' 
doubt that Cusanus is a high-profile representative of 
the cultural panorama ofthe'fifteenth century. 
Therefore, to fully comprehend his interpretation of 
the Koranic texi provides a precious primary source 
for those who wish to undertake the study of the 
mul4-religious dialogue in the history of the 
Western world. 

"Jl!a\1 de Segovia ind Nicholas ofCusa 
onlslam" 

Anne Marie Wolf 
Un.iversity of Portland 

Juan de' Segovia and Niclfolas of Cusa met 
in the 1430s at the Council of Basel while the 
Ottoman Turks were a rising threat to Europe and 
mai°iy were calling for a renewed crusade. Although 
ultimately the two thinkt)rs. pursued divergenf'paths 
v.ith regard to the conciliar-papal controversy, they' 
shared a common interest in Islam and in 
considering ao approach to the Muslim world that 
was less bellicose than most of their contemporaries' 
proposals. ·Ni'cholas ofCusa wrote two works on 
Islam, De pace jidei aod Cribratio Allwrani. 
·Following the Ottomans' capture of Constantinople 
in 1453, Juan de Segovia wrote several lengthy 

'treatises, which were letters he addressed to a 
haodful of former colleagues, and recruited a 
Musliin scholar. ficiri\. Spain to help him producea 
trilingual (Arabic, Latin, Castilian) edition of the ..
Quran. Cusanus was· one of those to whom Segovia 
wrote, and the two briefly shared a correspondence 
on the best stance toward the Muslim world. In the 
sch~larship on western thinkers' approach to the 
Islam during this period, Cusanus and Segovia are 
often treatcil as a pair. Although it is undeniable that 
they were closer to each other than either orie of 
them was to the prevailing thought on these matters, 
there were nevertheless . important differences in· 
their thought on Islam. ' 

Despite Nicholas ofCusa's comment to Juan 
de Segovia that he was thinking along same lines as 
Segovia's proposal for a dialogu~ between Christian 
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and Muslim leaders, and that he had written a little 
book on this; De paceftdei, Cusa's book offers a 
very different approach than what Segovia 
envisioned. De pace ftdei is a fictional dialogue 
with seventeen participants, including a:furk, a 
German, a Jew, a Frenchman: :rheir dialogue is 

' narrated as a vision. The entire affair talces place at 
the heavenly court,.with interventions by the Logos, 
Peter, and J;'aul. The meetings that Juan de Segovia 
advocated were to take place annually, and they 
would be initiated by .C!;ristian notables who 
travelled to Muslim lands and sought to be received 
by the leaders. C~s;mus' response to the Ottoman 
advances was to write a fancifuHiterary work, which 
some have said belongs to the genre of utopia, while 
Segovia planned dialogues and even set to work on a 
new and improved tran.slation of the Qur'an, 
enlisting the services of Isa Gidelli, a prominent 
Muslim jurist from his native Castile. 

The goal of Segovia's efforts was to 
achieve, by peaceful means, the conversion of 
Muslims to Christianity. In De pacejidei, Nicholas 
ofC~ went well l_>eycmcl this aim and called for 
one universal religion, with a_.common recognition 
that all worshipped the same God through a diversity 
of rites and practices. The conversation among the 
participants is amicable throughout, and at the end 
they study their books together and discoyer that 
their differences lay in rites rather than in the 
substance of worship, since everyone worshipped 
the one God. At the end, the King of Kings enjoins 
everyone to lead others in the unity of true 'Yorship 
and accept one universal faith. Ambitious as he was 
about producing a new and improved translation of 
the Qu(an and persuading Muslims to convert, Juan 
de Sego~ia's goals did not include dreams_of.the 
achievement of a single world religion. He certainly 
did.not consider the differences betv.,:een Christianity 
and Islam to be mere differences in worship. Cusa's 
staijJ.ing 5µgge~tio11 h~re. that tl_ie different religions 
in the world were really one is not something that 
Juap d~ Segovia eve! ~mllr'!ceQ. 

Another. difference between the ideas of 
t~aI) ® SSlgovi?, and Nic!iq)as <;>f Gusa app_ears ip 
their respective approaches to the .Quran. Cusanus 
th_qugl]t '1Je Qur'an, in. the han_ds c;>f a sayvy reader, 
actually affirmed Christian truths. He also thought, 
that Muhammad himself deliberately chose to 
present thing; in a way that w~· sometimes . 
!listorted, l!ut w!ii£h u)tim.ate)y affill!lec! !Jroa.der 
truths. This is how .. he interpreted the Qur'an;s 
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sensual depiction of paradise, for example. 
According to his analysis ii\ the Cribratio Alkorani, 
Muhammad used these sensual pleasures in order fo 
move the uneducated Arabs to desire the joy of this 
future life. If he had not done this, they would not 
have understood and been stirred toward what God 
promised. But that good. was, in the end, God. 
Muhammad appears here as a skilled teacher, 
choosing apt examples to advance his pedagogical 
aims, aims which Cusa considered ultimately 
consistent with the Gospel. 

Juan de Segovia gave Muhammad no such 
credit. Juan even echoed the interp_retation of 
paradise that Cusa articulated, that Muhammad 
presented it as a sensory paradise so itwould appeal 

. to uneducated Arabs, but he included no exculpatory 
spin. He certainly harbored no vision of Muhammad 
as a talented teacher who knew how to reach his. 
unsophisticated followers. If anything, he typically 
portrayed Muhammad as something of a con artist. 
He even asserted that one reason Muhammad's sect 
was still growing was that people erroneously" 
thought the Qur'an """'not contrary to the Gospel, 
whereas Muslims in fact hated the Gospel. Far from 
believing that God's hand was at work in the Qur'an, 
Juan invariably emphasized that the spirit that 
inspired· Muhammad was a deceiver, Beelzebub, the 
father of lies. 

For Segovia, the Qur'an was not the starting 
point for drawing Muslims ihto a conversation about 

Christianity. It was the reason thai Muslims were 
waging vvar on Christians and the reason they hated 
Christians. Segovia was convinced that the Qur'an 
encouraged Muslims to wage war on Christians, and 
itfalsely portrayed Christian beliefs and practices. 
For Segovia, tlie Qur'an was dangerous because it 
was propagand": for war. If Christians could 

• undermine Muslims' confidence ih the Qur'an's 
words, there was a good chance the wars would' 
cease. 

Segovia's approach to Islam was motivated 
partly by his reading of sCripture (Christ left us his 
peace, came t9 preach peace, spread· out his arms 
and"died forhis persecutors, etc:), partly by his 
conversations with Muslims when he was back in 
Castile, and partly by another f~or that I think has 
been underestimated in studies on his thought. This 
other faetor is the suceess that the Council had in its 

·Basel with all its discussions with the Bohemians. 
Others have noted, in general; that the experience at 
negcitiations and diruogues is something that all four 
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ofSouthern's men on the "moment of vision" list 
had in .;,,mmon. But for Juan' de Segovia the 
connection was quite explicit. !n fact,_in various 
places in his later "Tilings Segovia invoked the 
example of the Hussites when he was defending the 
rejection of arms as a W'd'f of ending conflicts. 

Session l 19. May 7. 2009 • 
The Philosophy and Theology of Nicholas of 
'Cusa 

·~Nicholas of Cusa's Relationship to 
Theory of the Fourteenth Century 

Mathematics" 

Sarah Powrie 
St. Thomas More College 

\\'hen Cusa n!!111es his predec~ssors in 
mathematical speculation, he typically refers to such 
figures as Boethius, August.ine, and the 
Pythagoreans. Following these acknowledgments, 
contemporary scholars hav~ contextualized Cusa' s 
.mathematical analogies with reference to the 
platonic tradition. However by focusing upon 
platonic sources, Cusanus scholarship has 
overlooked the cardinal's more proximate 

. foreninners in the fourteenth century, whose 
innovations in mathematics and nntural philosophy 
significantly alter\'d the practice of these studies. 
Fourteenth-century philosophers reconceptuahzed 
the medieval view of the natural world introducing 
mathematical tools to describe its operations. Given 

IJh'!l Cusa 's cosmological conjectures represent a 
departure/mm the traditional Aristotelian model and 
given the prevalence of mathematical analogies m 
his metaphysics, it is clear that fourteenth-century 
physics and mathematics provides an important 
context for understanding the cardinal's work m 
these fields. The new physics of OXford and Paris 
not only formed part of the intellectual climate from 
·which Cusa's own conjectures en:i_erged, but also 
furnished Cusa's thought with questions, methods 
and descriptive tools. 

'\ 
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"Mystical and Materialist Understan~ings of 
the Love of God in Nicholas of Cusa·and 

Spinoza'" 

Jason Aleksander 
St. Xavier University 

In this paper I began ·by poi.nting out thafthe 
scope of any resemblance between Spinoza and 
Nicholas of Cusa would best be. appreciated by 
e~ining their articulations regarding the • 
absolutely infinite !}~lure of the di.vine "'!d their 
vie~.· regarding the capacity of the finite human., 
intellect to understand or adequa(ely to ~ow 
anything about either the absolutely infinite as such 
or the material world in which the divine is claim.s to 
true knowledge of the divine. -
· Having thus suggested to my audience that· 
perhj;; Nichgjas_of Cusa and Spinoza should not 
re~ immanent. In sum, I showed that; while there 

1 Fe some interesting similarities in the idiom with 
which each thinker approaches these issues, the 
differences ·between these two thinkers are also quite 
vasCMost pertinent, whereas Nicholas remains 
deeply CO!"mitted to specifically Christian_ 
conceptions oflncarnation, Trinity, Salvat10n, and 
so on, for Spinoza, on the other hand, not only do-;s 
the Ethics make clear the extent to which he utterly 
rejects the t_ranscendent values of Christian theol?gy, 
but so too do his Political Treatise and his 
Theological-Political Treatise make clear that, even 
if religion m{ght provide an effective tool for • 
promoting social stability and genuine peace, the . 

\ p_ric~ it niust pay for this is t!u:.sacrillce-of.apy of 1!§} 
l-te!ong m a paper together at all, I then_ turned to a 

·discussion of vvhat might be at stake in such a 
comparative analysis. I suggested that the very 
difficulty of perceiving a line of transmission 
between these thinkers itself suggests that yve hav~ 
an impulse to understand the history of ideas in a 
linear and reductive manner: I believe, however, that 
we must resist the impul$e to make thinkers such as 
Nicholas of Cusa or Spinoza fit a story of line':" 
historical development simply because we both want 
such a story and want them to be a part of!!- Th.us, 

1 Delivered at the 44" Intemational Congress on Medieval 
Studies Kalamazoo. MI, May 2009, in session 'The 
Philoso~hv and Thoology of Nicholas ofCusa," 
sponsored. by the American Cusanus Society. 
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for me, more significant than whether or not: 
Nicholas or Spinpza ought to !?e regarded iis !',part of 
our history of modem iihilosophy-'-or more 
significant than the extent to which the viev.'S of the 
one influence or are answered by the views i:,f the 
other-is the very question of why we have the 
impulse to tell such a story in the first place. 

Let me put it another way by discussing 
Spinoza's case for a moment as it relates to the 
traditional grain of the study of the history of 
phil~;'ophy. No one s~riously disputes Spinoza's 
"mod~ity ;,, nor his impact neither on Gennan 
Idealism, nor on thinkers who are often cal led critics 
of"modernity" such as Marx, Nietzsche, and Freud. 
Additio~.;ily, owing much to the initial work of 
scholars such as Leo Strauss and Hany Wolfson, 
students ofSpi'noza's philosophy have become 
increasingly attentive.to Spinoza's own indebtedness 
to a much neglected history of materialise 
Aristotelian Judeo-Arabic medieval philosophy, 
especially that of Maimonides and Gersonides. In all 
of this Spinoza remains, however, a source of 
continual disruption for our understanding of any 
single linear and progressive transmission in the 
history of philosophy. With respect to questions 
about historical transformation in the history of 
philosophy, what exactly is to be done with a 
philosopher who has been called by some a 
pantheist, liy others god-obsessed, and by still others 
a materialist, an immoralist, or an atheist? what role 
could such a thinker play in any canon of pl:\ilosophy 
but one which disturbs and troubles what Walter 
Benjamin has called the very impulse of historicisr,n 
to tell "the sequence of events like the beads of a 
rosary"?' Well, I'll answer r,ny own rhetorical 
questions with another: what better role could there 
be in oi.tr canon for a !hii:iker w~o regard~ !he 
elimination of superstition to be our most intractable 
and p-04bling politicaj pr'?\l,lem than to h~lp us 
"brush histoiy· against the grain"' -'-a grain 
constituted by our usua!ly tacit impulse to seek an 
order and telos in the history of philosophy? 

Cqnsequ~n.tly, ii) light of my discussion of 
Spinoza's significance vis-a-vis the canon of 
philqsophy, I concluded my paper by returning to 
Nicholas of Cusa and offering a brief comment 

2 ''Theses on the Philosophy of History," in flluminations, 
ed. Hannah Arendt, trans. Harrv,Zohn (New York: 
Shocken Books, 1%8) 253-264 at 263, thesis 18.A. 
3 'Theses on the Philosophy of History," 257, thesis.7. 
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about what might be at stake in considering his 
"modernity." I ?fgued that,\)nly by brushing his 
philosophy against the grain of history would we be 
able to resist what might be called a Procrustian 4 

impulse simply to ask about his modernity or lack of 
it. By the same token;I argued, we must resist as 
well the Procrustian impulse to define modernity as 
somehow having realized the intellectual 
deficiencies (or, for that matter, the benefits) of its 
predecessors and constituted itself-either 
.legitimately or illegitimately-as a new form of 
consciousness. Accordingly, whan think we might 
discover by a consideration of Nicholas ofCusa's 
philosophy and theology within the grain might be a 
line of progressive·transmissio.n that su~~~s 
constituted modem philOsophy is indeed by both a\ 
repudiation and reinscription of the theological 
commitments undergirding, for instance, Nicholas of 
Cusa's philosopl_iy. Si!llilarly, \!nderstood within the 
,grain, I would argue that Spino>:li,s very intention in 
the Ethics is to mimic and thereby 'subvert through 
an immanent critique what he regards as a latent but 
nevertheless dominant impulse of the philosophy of 
his day to reiterate the commitments of a Christo
Platon5im exemplified for.instance in Nicholas of 
Cusa's philosophy and theology.- But it is also my 
contention that only by considering thinkers and so
called epochs of thinking against the grain of linear 
historical transmission that.we might arrive at an 
understanding of them and our immanent 
relationship to them that i; even if more atnbivalent, 
also more humble and, perhaps; more edifying. 

'Joseph Clark, a histOrian of sCierice, put it this way In a 
·line 1 \vish I had thought o_fiffor'no o!her reason than that 
1 always find myselfrui\ing to qilote it rather than simply 
say it: we must "never forget that the mµse of history 
is ... Clio, not Procrustes" ("'Something Old, so;TIO!hing 
New, Something Borroi1ed, Something Blue' in ' 
Copernicus, Galileo, and N""100:" in· Transformations 
and Tradition in the Sciences: Essays in Honor of i. 
Bernard Cohen, ed. faerett Mendelsohn [Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1984], 67-79 at 79). 
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"Nicholas of Cusa and the Russian
Philosophical Tradition of XIX - XX 

Centuries" 

Oleg E. Dushiu 
St. Pctersberg State University 

It is well knov.n that the history o_f the European 
culture includes some the main national schools of 
philosophy; I mean German, French and English 
tradition. They par excellence define the · · · 
i;n.ainstreams of the European philosophizing. 
However there are other national traditions of 
philosophy which possess own value (for example, 
Italian, Swedish, Polish school of philosophy etc):· In 
_April 9fthis year, I have taken part in conference at 
Polan<( devoted to the 700 anniversary from the-date 
of death of Duns Scotus. I ha;e_opened for myseJ( 
very.mterestmg Polish school of researches of -
philosophy of this outstanding medieval ihinker. 
This_ Polish tradition started to develop in the middle 
Ages and develops in the present times. The -- • ' 
colleague from Slovakia, specializing in phiiosoph}: 
of Duns Scotus, also participated in the conference 
has Pcroteci:ed ])oC!or's degreejn Germany. He: weli 
know~ German school of medieval studies but 
no!}1ing ~ew ~out the Pol~sh p-adition of history of 
philosophy: • - • - - · • · 

Studying the F;ench exi;tentialis,;; or the - • 
classical Germoo philosophy, ;._,e do not kllow a ;ea! 
life of own philosophical schools or traditions o(otir 
neigbbo;.;.. Of cOUrS~, these schools and tr3ditions 
are not gqminating in t\J.e Europe~ cul~ure; they are 
secondary m relatton to mainstreams of development 
of the European philosophizing. On the other hand, 

, from the point of view of the modem global world 
'they represent the big interest because they possess 
internal dynamics of a spiritual life and demonstrate 
the specifiCity of consciousnesses of European 
peoples; we can see features and difference of 
development of national schools of philosophy. 
Studying of these national philosophical traditions 
means to open variety of experience of a 
ph,il_os,ophical.thinking inthe European culture. 

The Russian national school of philosophy does 
not _b._elong to mainstreams of the European thinking. 
The some people consider that Russia from the point 
of view of the geographical position and historical 
development does not belong to the European 
countries. Really, our country differs from the 
European states and historically includes the most 
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different cultural and religious traditions 
(Christianity, an Islam, and Buddhism etc). It is 
specificity of our culture. On the N!'va pr~specfus, 
the central street of Saint Petersburg, you can see a, 
temple of the Armenian Church, Lutheran Cath~al, 
Catholic Cathedral and the Orthodox cathedral 
Besides, in our city from the time of nineteenth -
century.there are a synagogue, Buddhist temple and 
an Islamic mosque. However, development of the 
Russian.German philosophical school was based on 
the West-European influence. Especially philosophy 
has been playing very important role for times. 

Kant, Schelling, Hegel, then for long years MaiX, 
Heidegger and Husserl in the nineties years were the 
main idols and teachers for Russian thinkers. It is 
interesting that Kant was Russian citizen for several 
years in the time of Russian-Prussian war and 
addressed to Russian Queen Elizabeth about getting 
pos1!ton of professor in the University. Finally, 
colleagues of Kant solved this question not in favor 
of the thinker but this story gives opportunity to • 
Russian scientists to name Kant the. first Russian 
philosopher. Of cour;;e, it is a joke. However, it is 
certainly that Nicholas of Cusa was also one of great 
German teachers of Russian philosophers. His ·• 
influence on development of Russian philosophical 
tradt!ton represents special mterest from the point of 
view of historical transformat10ns of our country. 

It is necessary to note that the main stages of 
Russian researches of philosophy of Nicholas of 
Cusa were changing together with the important 
historical transformations in Russia m general. The 
Russian religious Renaissance of the end XIX - the 
beginning of XX century.caused the first stage of 
these researches .. The most famous Russian religious 
thmkers studied Christian philosophy of Nicholas of 
Cusa. For example, S.L. Frank in his main 
philosophical work "Incomprehensibleness" lias 
named Nicholas ofCusa his unique teacher of 
philosophy. He considered his book as development 
of worldview of Nicholas of Cusa, «his uni\.ersal ' 
Christian truth» .1 Nicholas of Cusa was for Russian 
thinkers one of the main representatives of medieval 
negative theology and German mystical tradition_ 
According to their understanding, he d~fended a 
method of overcoming of reason in practice of 
intellectual understanding of ihe God. Th~s, the 
intellect of idiot was more adequate for this practice 
than rational abilities of real scholars. ,. · ' · 

1 S.L. F;;,nk Works. Moscow, 1990_ P. 184. 

,/\ugust2009 43 

I 
l 
I 

f 
I 

I 
" 
I 

I 

I 
I 
l' 

I 
I' 
;1 



"'American, Cusanus Society'i Newsletter 

The second sJage of Russian researcliers of 
Nicholas of Cusa \Vas caused by October revolution 
in '1917. Soviet government prohibited religious' 
philosophy. However, A.F. Losev has started to ' 
research philosophy of Nicholas of.Cusa'from the 
point of.view of history of dialectics. The German 
philosopher has been perceived in official Soviet 
philosophy as a forerunner.of a dialectic method of 
Hegel. Despite of it, Losev's researches of Nicholas 
of Cusa were interrupted. He was imprisoned. 
Fortunately; he was let ·out in three years, and he _ 
could finish translation of works of the German 
thinker.'.. 
· • The third stage is eighties years of.the So\~et 
period. It was time of domination of philosophy of a 
science and post positivism. On the one hand, 
philosophy of Nicholas of Cusa had been researched 
from the point oLview of development of science of 
Modernity. 3 The German Christian thinker was 
considered as the predecessor of philosophy of 
Modernity. On the other hand, new monographs 
devoted to philosophy of Nicholas of Cusa and 
translations of his works were published in this · 
petj_od.1 Process ofrenevi.ing of philosophical 
interests to religious thought of Nicholas of Cusa • 
defines the modem.Ways of the Russian researches. 
It is the fourth· and newest post-Soviet stage·of 

2 Nicholas ofCusa. Selected philosophical treatises: De 
docta ignorantia, ldiota de mente, De Ji non aliud, De 
posses!. Moscow, 1937. It was the first edition of treatises 
of Nicholas of Cusa in Russian Losev had been translated 
three works ldiota de mente, De Ii non aliu\f, ·De posses!. 
Ho\\rever. Losev1s clauses devoted to these treatises of the 
GemJan thinker.were not included in this edition. About· 
·difficulties of scientific activity. of the Russian 
philosopher: Tacho-Godi E.A. About A.F. Losev's 
perception of Nicholas of.Cusa: new archi,·al materials to 
a theme// Verbwn. Issue 9. Heritage of Nicholas of Cusa 
and traditions of the European philosophizing. St., 
Petersburg, 2007, P. 235 '- .252. 

~?f.hutif!>4 ... V. .. conception .. of "nature:' in Antiquity and in 
Modernity ("physis" and "natura"). Moscow, 1988; Bibler 
V.S. .Thinking as a crealivitv. ·Moscow, 1975; Gaidenko 
P.P. Ji,:;;1~tion, of concepb~n of a science. Formation of 
scientific programs of Modernity. Moscow, 1987; Sergeev 
KA .. Slinin Y.A. Dialectics of categorical forms of 
kno,\:teage (Spac'e of Aristotle and a science of 
Modernity). Lerungrad, 1987. 
4 Nicholas o_fCusa. Works: in two volumes, Moscow, 
1979; Tazhurizina Z.A. Philosophy of Nicholas of Cusa.' 
Moscow, 1979. · 

researclies of philosophy of the German thipker in 
Russi!'! _ '\ 

Vladimir Solovev (I 853 - 1900) opened the real 
history of researches of a philosophical heritage of 
Nicholas of Cusa m Russia He published small 
clause in farnqusR,~ssiap'E!'cyclopedia, He is an 
outstanding Russian religious philosopher. He was a 
leader of new spiritual movem!".nl in Russian culture 
and founaer of Russian religious philosophy of the 
end XIX - the b~ginning of.XX centuries. Vladimir 
Solovev has changed worldview of a significant part 
of Russian intellectuals - f~\i.m revolutionary 
democracy to religious searches. His philosophical' 
th_ink\ng defined the b,asi~ of the jlussiaiir;i!igious · 
Renaissance. Thus, this small publication had played 
very important role. :rhe main representatives of th~\ 
Russian religious RJnaissance (N.A. Berdyaev, S.N. 
Bulgakov,' S.L. Frank6 etc) studied the doctrine of 
outstanding German mystic. . 

N.k Berdyaev (1874 - 1948) considered that 
.Nicholas of.Cusa w;.. one of the 1ea';iers of'tradition 
of Christian theosophy. He attributed''himself, such 
medieval thinkers, as Clement of Alex~cll'ia, 
Origen, Saint Grigory Nissky, and Vladimir Solovev 
to tpjs tradition. Tiie,Russi~ philosopher named the 
principle of coincidentia oppositorum «brilliant 
definition of the Gbdi>.7 It, shows impossibili!Y,of 
knowledge of the nature of the God from positiqns 
of usual formal logic. Berdyaev believed that this 
idea is the c0mmon for all religious thinkers. It 
expresses an essence of negative thecilogy and 
merui~ thm the God is a contradiction, antinomy. We 
should not use school rules of thinking and logic 
pr;x;edur~s to the understanding of God. The 
Russian philosopher considered that knowledge of . ', •' . .- ,-, '' 

' About understanding of philosophy of Nicholas of Cusa 
bY the Russian philosopher S.N. Bulgako,-: lonaiiis 0.B. 
S.N. Bwgakov atiout Nich6!.S ofCusa//Verbwn. Issue 
9. Heritage of Nicholas of Cusa and traditions of the 
European philosophizing. P. 229 c234. 
6 About understanding ~f philosophy of Nicholas of Cusa 
by the individuality of human being. It is the core of· 
Christian personalism. Objective knowledge in the limits 
of a science and logic has the obligatory Russian 
philosopher S.L. Frank: Ehlen. P. Nicholas of Cusa as a· 
teacher of Simeon Lyudvigo,ich Frank.// Verbum. lsstie 
9. Heritage of Nicholas of Cusa and traditions of the 
European philosophizing. P. 204 - 221. 
7 BerdyaevN.A. Philosophy of Free Spirit. Moscow, 
1994, P. 279. 
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the God as an incomprehensible chasm (Ungrund) is 
a great merit of German mySticism to which he 
attributed Meister Eckhart, Nicholas of Cusa and 
Behme. According to N.A. Berdyaev, the main 
principle of this doctrine is practice of a spiritual life 
instead of logic categories. This mystical practice (in 
particular, docta ignorantia of Nicholas of Cusa) 
opens experience of transcendent zing of 
consciousness. It has irrational character but it 
includes individual spiritual dialogue with God and 
demonstrates the principle of the status It is rational 
but it is depersonalized, socially determined. Thus, 
N.A. Berdyaev emphasized that Nicholas of Cusa 
had «huge philosophical value in the history of 
mystical negative theology».'·It is very important 
that Nicholas of Cusa was for Russian thinker.a real 
practicitl ChristiWi philosopher who is able to open 
new horizons of consciousness. 

kF. Losev (1893 - 1988) may be named "the last 
representative ofNeo-Platonic tradition in Russian 
philosophy of XX century''. His destiny has 
developed tragically but he could make very much 
for Russian philosophy. He got good education in 
the field ofphilosophy'and classical philology in 
Moscow .University in the times before Revolution. 
He was the first translator of.treatises of Nicholas of 
Cusa on Russian. German mystic was for him "ne6-
platonic philosopher in the most strict and real sense 
of this word".9 According to the conception of the 
Russian scientist, Nicholas of Cusa finished tradition 
of antique and,01edi.e1>;al. JleO-P.latonic philpsop\ly. 
Besides, he proposed new Renaissance idea of the 
human creativicy~ T,he COl\Ception oftJie human 
being of Nicholas of Cusa (his Christian. 
personalism) w~ defin~d. for Losev n_ot by 
epistemological problems but the Renaissance idea 

\of the human creativity. Here he disputed with 
interpretations ofN.A. Berdyaev and E. Cassirer. 
This idea i~ that "the God is creativity, and the 
person is created according to image of God; hence, 
and the person is too creativity". 10 Losev considered 
that the idea of the Absolute was defined by 
Nicholas of Cusa "to that limit when every other, 
and, first of all, the person, is the creative 

'-Ibid, P. 432. 
9 Losev. A.F. Aesthetics or"the Renaissance. Moscow, 
1978, P. 291. 

'°Ibid, P. 316. \ 
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beginning". 11 According to Losev, the God in 
doctrine of Nicholas ofCusa "is for us something as 
much as possible native and closest". 12 However, 
"divine art" is light which penetrates everything but 
human art has only character of suppositions. 
Therefore, the Christian philosophy of Nicholas of 
Cusa was for A.F. Losev the highest point in the 
history of prolonged European Neo-Platonic 
tradition. Ancient, Medieval and Pre-Modernity 
philosophical ideas were combined in his teaching. 

Many Russian researchers have addressed to 
philosophical heritage of Nicholas ofCusa again in 
eighties years. It was times of active development 
and wide popularity of questions of history and 
philosophy of science. For example, Professor P.P. 
Gaidenko, the member of the Russian Academy of 
Science5, considers that the doctrine of infinity. of 
Nicholas of Cusa and his idea of coincidentia 
oppositorum denied the main law of Aristotelian 
formal logic - law of identity. 13 Besides, 
astronomical views of the German philosopher 
denied the Aristotelian doctrine of the Universe. 
Universe in theory of Nicholas ofCusa is potentially 
infinite; therefore, there is no established center and 
periphery in the world. In certain sense, Professor 
Gaidenko inherits interpretations ofN.A. Berdyaev. 
Besides, she pays attention to conception of 
understanding of mathematics in the teaching of 
Nicholas of Cusa It was science of account but he 
d~fined a new fundarn~ntal s~nse of this science as a 
general science of Universe. Thus, Nicholas of Cusa 
became important thinker on the way of transition. 
from scientia of Medieval Universities to a science 
of Modernity. He refused undoubted auihoriiy of 
Aristotle; he changed principles of.understanding of 
mathematics. Philosophical value of mathematics 
was defined in his conception. It was very important 
point for development of new science. 

A. V. Ahutin is another interesting modem 
Russian researcher of philosophy of Nicholas of 
Cusa He also emphasizes the value of doctrine of. 
Nicholas of Cusa for ~development of philosophy and 

11 Ibid, P. 308. 
12 Ibid, P. 304. 

" Gaidenko P.P. Nicholas of Cusa and a principle of 
unity of contradictions// Questions of Philosophy, 
Moscow, 2002, .N".!! 7, P. 131 - 142; GaidenkoP,P. 
Scientific rationality and philosophical r~'!"on. Moscow, 
2003; P. 199 -218. 
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a science of Modernity. He.speaks thaf"art of 
suppositions" (de conjectures) of Nicholas ofCusa' 
founded a real basis for a hypothetic,deductive 
method of the "new science". According to Russiari 
researcher, .German mystic saW the rational sense in 
the depths of Universe. However,'this unique sense 
could not be perceived by feelings but could be 
understood by special experience ofintellectual 
knowledge. Ahutin names this method of thinking 
"apophatic reflection". 14 This strategy of knowledge 
ofNicholas·ofCusa opened hori.ions of new science 
and set perspectives of philosophy· of: Spinoza and 
Hegel: · 

Petersburg scientist KA. Sergeev (1941- 2006) 
was a Professor of University and the.first Chairman 
cifthe St-Petersburg Society for Studies of Cultural 
Heritage of Nicholas ofCusa·He stressed the 
conception cif.understariding of the world as 
explicatio 'Dei in the doctrine of the German 
philosopher." Thus, the infinite unity of.the God is 
demonstrated by avariety ofthe;world, then 
transcendence and otherness of the God in relation to 
the world is overcome. In this connection, Absolute 
Infinity of the God carries through relative infinity 
of ens creatum, through beauty oftheUniverse. Idea 
of homogeneity of the Universe follows from this 
pomt of view and then takes up the interest to the 
reading of"the book of the natilre". Besides, the 
Infinity is considered as the positive beginning of 
knowledge wh~reas in previous traditions it was. 
regarded as a negative principle or as exclusive 
attribute of t\ie G,od. Thus, Professor Sergeev also r 

researched philosophy of Nicholas of Cusa i.n 
perspective of developing of new science'; He 
.defined the specific position of the German thinker 
in the history of philosophical understanding of 

I Infinity. 
The real Renaissance of medieval studiesdefines 

the modem Russian humaniiarian science. I mean 
studies of the West-European tradition, Byzantine 
theology, iind the Old Russian culture. Many 

'conferences are held; translations Of original teXts, 

14 Ahutin A. V. Conception of "natu~" .in Anti,quity.and in 
.Modernity. P. 51. 

" Sergeev K.A. Being and world in philosophy of 
Nicholas ofCusa/I Nicholas ofCuia. De docta 
ignorantia. St-Petersburg, 2001, P. 5 :94; Sergeev KA: 
Philosophy of Infinity of Nicholas ofCusa// Verbum 
•Issue 9. Heritage of Nicholas of Cusa and traditions of the 
European philosophizing. P. % - l 07. ' 
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• monogr_aphies, arid journals are published, and 
scientific societies are formaj. During the Soviet 
times, the sphere of studies of history of a medieval 
philosophy.has been under pressure of the 
ideological propaganda of the state. The new 
tendencies of development of the modem Russian 
studies of a philosophical heritage of Nicholas of 
Cusa are characterized by a special interest to his 
religious ideas and theological.works. His ideas and 
treatises are considered in the perspective of· 
development of medieval.German mysticism and m 
horizon of the Russian religious philosophy. 16 

Besides, there are translations of his works could not 
7 , • 

be published earlier. 1 
'-. 

My colleagues and I are sure that the. '\ 
international conference "Hentage of Nicholas of \ 
Cusa and traditions of the European philosophizing" 
was important event in the history of development of 
Russian tradition of Nicholas of Cusa' studies. lt 
held at the St-Petersburg State Un\yersity.in 
September 2006. This conference became possible. 
through cooperation with Institute ofNicholas of 
Cusa of University of Trier and personal support of 
Profes.sor Klaus Reinhardt. Thus; it is pleasure for • 
me to note that the Russian philosophical tradition 

,comes back to the European and .world philosophy. 
We seek own unique place in the modern world · 

•culture. We find new scientific partners. We make· 
interesting research projects. We seek, we move, we 
run. The outstanding German mystic Nicholas of 

Cusii believed that it is the most important in the 
hum~ life. 18 

-

16 Melich Y.B. The meaning Of cOnception--~:implication" 
at Nicholas ofCusa and its inteTpretation ill L.P. ' 
Karsavin's teaching 11 Histor)· of phikisopliy year-book'. 
2000. Moscow, 2002. P. 263:277; TUrbach Y V. 
Epistemological aspects of the conception of all - uniting 
ofS.L. Frank and Nicholas ofCusa// Problems of 
interaction of religious and secula.T edt!~a.99!1_: pistory and 
the present times. 1Nizhniy Novgorod,· 2004, P. 455 - 461; 
Fedorov A.A. European mystical tradition and Russian 
philosophical thought: last third XV!ll - first third XIX 
centuries (Eckhart, Areopagitics, Nicholas ~f Cusa, 
hennetism). Nizhniy Novgorod, iOOI. ' 
17 Nicholas ofCusa. Selected works. Moscow, 2006 
(History of a Christian philosophy) .• This collection of 
works of Nicholas of Cusa included the treatise "About 
the world of belief' in translation of the outstanding 
Russian translator and scientist v. v. Bibihin, pupil of 
A.F. Losev. 
18 Nicholas of Cusa. De quaerendo deum . 
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