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AMERICAN CUSANUS SOCIETY'S SESSIONS 
IN KALAMAZOO IN MAY 2003 

The American Cusanus Society sponsored the following 
three sessions at the 38th International Congress on 
Medieval Studies, which was held at Western Michigan 
University, Kalamazoo, Ml on May 8-11, 2003. They were 
well attended and successful. 

Thursday, May 8: 1 :30 • 3:00 p.m. 

Session 62: NICHOLAS OF CUSA I: Conjecture in the 
Metaphysics, Cosmology and Politics of Nicholas of Cusa. 

Organizer: Elizabeth Brient, University of Georgia 
Presider: Donald F. Duclow, Gwynedd-Mercy College 
Speakers: Inigo Boeken, University of Nijmegen, 

"Subject or Conjecture? Politics and 
Metaphysics in Nicholas of Gusa" 

Regine Kather, Universities of F reiburg i. B. 
and Bucharest "The Discovery of Individuality 
·and the New Experimental Science: The Rise of 
a Conflict since the Cosmology of Cusanus· 

Clyde Lee Miller, SUNY at Stony Brook, 
"literal and Metaphorical in Cusan Conjecture" 

Thursday, May 8: 3:30 • 5:00 p.m. 

Session 123: NICHOLAS OF CUSA 11: Nicholas of Cusa 
and Tradition 

Organizer: Thomas Morrissey, SUNY: College at 
Fredonia 

Presider: James Muldoon, John Carter Brown Library 
Speakers: Thomas Morrissey, "The Election of a Pope 

at Constance and Basel: A Step Toward Unity or 
Against Unity" 

Joachim W. Stieber, Smith College, "The 
Council of Basel's Decree on the Papal Election 
and Oath of Office: Mirror of Prevailing Concepts 
of 'Mixed Monarchy' or 'Unheard of, Dangerous' 
Innovation Reflecting Radical Conciliar Theory?" 

[In addition, we were able to hear Prof. Johannes 
Helmrath of the Humboldt University of Berlin, no doubt 
one of the leading contemporary scholars on the Council 
of Basel and the Conciliar Movement] 

Johannes Helmrath, Humboldt University of 
Berlin, "The Diffusion of Humanism: The Role of 
Church Councils" 
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Friday, May9: 10:00· 11:30 a.m. 

Session 182: The Politics and Political Theory of Aeneas 
Sylvius Piccolomini (Pope Pius II) 

Sponsors: American Cusanus Society and POLITICAS: 
The Society for the Study of Medieval 
Political Thought 

Organizers: Thomas M. lzbicki, Johns Hopkins 
University, and Gerald Christianson, 
Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary 

Presider: Gerald Christianson 
Speakers: Emily D. O'Brien, Harvard University, "A 

Dialogue with Conciliarism: A New Reading of 
Pius ti's Comentarit' 

Thomas M. lzbicki, "Council and Neutrality in 
Aeneas Sylvius Piccolomini's Letter to Hartung 
van Kappel" 

Elizabeth McCartney, University of Oregon, 
"A Humanisfs Vision of Just Government: Flavio 
Biondo's Gift to Pius II" 

Commentator: Cary J. Naderman, Texas A&M University 

NOTE: The abstracts of the above papers that have been 
submitted to the Editor can be found in the Appendix 
section of the present issue. 

THE MORIMICHI WATANABE LECTURE 

In accordance with the decision made by the Executive 
Committee of the Society in May 2002, the first lecture in 
the Morimichi Watanabe Lecture series was delivered 
during the 38th International Congress on Medieval 
Studies at Kalamazoo as follows: 

Date: Thursday, May 8, 2003: 5:15 p.m. -
Speaker: John Monfasani, Professor of History at SUNY

Albany; Executive Director of the Renaissance 
Society of America 

Topic: "Whafs in A Name? Medieval, Renaissance, 
Early Modem: A Reconsideration· 

Prof. Monfasani indicated to the Editor that his speech 
must be further developed and that as a result he was 
ready to submit only an abstract of the speech. VI/hat 
follows is the version which he kindly sent to the Editor. 
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"What's in A Name? Medieval, 
Renaissance, Early Modern: 

A Reconsideration" 

ABSTRACT 

by John Monfasani 

I hope to expand greatly for publication in the next year or 
so the paper I delivered at Kalamazoo on 8 May 2003. 
What follows is simply an outline of some of the ideas I put 
forward in the paper. 

The time has come to dissolve the Medieval/Renaissance 
divide in Western history. The Renaissance was the final 
phase of the Middle Ages. In a general way I agree with 
Jacques Le Goff's notion of the long Middle Ages and 
Ernst T roeltsch's treatment of the Protestant Reformciion 
in his Die Bedeutung des Protestantismus fiJr die 
Entstehung der modemen Welt of 1911 as a continuation 
of medieval religion. The Renaissance was not, as 
Etienne Gilson once put it, the Middle Ages without God 
since the period was, if anything, intensely religious. 
Rather it was culturally the Italian, and, one might argue, 
the culminating phase of the Middle Ages. Up to the 
Renaissance French culture had primarily set the pace. 
The Renaissance emerged organically from Italian cultural 
and institutional traditions that one can trace taking shape 
from the thirteenth century onward, if not earlier. The 
Renaissance was the maturation of Italian medieval 
culture and its dissemination to the rest of Europe. The 
end of the Renaissance culturally was the end of this 
leadership of Italian cultural forms and/or individuals about 
the mid- or late seventeenth century as the French began 
to reassert their traditional cultural leadership. It is 
sometimes not fully appreciated how much the 
Enlightenment historicized, if not outright rejected, the 
Renaissance and there the medieval assumptions 
imbedded in Renaissance culture. The Renaissance may 
have prepared the way for the Scientific Revolution of the 
seventeenth century, but we should never delude 
ourselves into thinking of Copernicus and other scientific 
thinkers as early modem men. Scientists and philosophers 
did not genuinely begin to escape a medieval thought 
wortd until the time of the seventeenth-century Scientific 
Revolution. 

The Enlightenment and the Scientific Revolution mark the 
beginning of modernity. They deserve the characterization 
"early modem," not the Renaissance. Indeed, although the 
names of epochs are hardly more than useful conven-
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tions, the one alternative that is unequivocally wrong for 
the period commonly termed Renaissance is Earty 
Modern because "early modem" is the one thing, by 
definition, the last phase of the Middle Ages cannot be. 

Once one moves from culture to economics, politics, and 
social structure, the medieval cotinuities in the Renais
sance are even clearer. The Industrial Revolution, not the 
Renaissance geographic expansion, which in many way 
continued a medieval pattern, marked the end of the 
Middle Ages in economic and social history, with the 
eighteenth{;entury run-up to the Industrial Revolution, at 
least in England, justifiably called early modem. Politically, 
one might say England entered its early modem phase in 
the mid- or late seventeenth century. On the Continent 
the French Revolution and not the Renaissance ended the 
medieval Ancien Regime. Indeed, the medieval political 
establishment fared remarkably well in the Renaissance. 

The Renaissance was an age of enormous fundamental 
change and no mere "evenement brillant mais superficial,• 
as Le Goff put it. But so were other periods of the Middle 
Ages. In noting the novelties of Renaissance, historians 
need to stress the no less revolutionary changes that 
characterized eartier phases of the Middle Ages. The 
eleventh century was radically different from the Carol
ingian period, as was the thirteenth from the eleventh. 

Since the occasion for this talk is an invitation of the 
Cusanus Society, I end by asserting that no one more 
shatters by his life and work the hackneyed categories of 
what the Middle Ages and Renaissance are supposed to 
be than Nicholas of Gusa. You might consider him the 
coincidentia oppositorum of these traditional history
iographical categories. 

It should be pointed out that Prof. Monfasani delivered an 
important paper on Cusanus' knowledge of the Greek 
language at a German-Italian symposium in commemora
tion of the sixth centenary of Cusanus' birth which was 
held at the Villa Vigoni on March 28-April 1, 2001 [see 
Newsletter, Vol. XVIII, No. 1(June2001), 15-16.] It is now 
printed as: 
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Monfasani, John. "Nicholas of Gusa, the 
Byzantines, and the Greek Language" in 
Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen Deutsch/and und 
ltalien, ed. Martin Thurner (Berlin: Akademie 
Vertag, 2002), pp. 215-252 [see Newsletter, XIX, 
2 (Dec. 2002), 3, 27.] 
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Although Martin Honecker de-emphasized Cusanus' 
knowledge of Greek in his famous article published in 
1938, some recent Cusanus scholars have increasingly 
noted that Cusanus' familiarity with the language was 
considerable. Monfasani, giving a list of 207 supportive 
items and using some selections from manuscript 
sources, shows that Cusanus was indeed capable of 
understanding Greek, especially in his later years. 

AMERICAN CUSANUS SOCIETY 
BUSINESS MEETING 

Prof. Donald F. Duclow, secretary of the Society, has 
submitted the following minutes. 

The American Cusanus Society's annual Business 
Meeting took place on May 7, 2003, during Western 
Michigan University's 38th International Congress on 
Medieval Studies. M. Watanabe, the Society's President, 
called the meeting to order at 6: 15 PM in Room 308 of 
Valley Ill. 

The minutes of the Business Meeting of May 2, 2002, 
were approved as published in the Society's Newsletter 
(June 2002). 

M. Watanabe presented the Presidenf s Report. The 
Society has 135 active individual members and 14 
institutional members as well as supporters and friends. 
Two issues of the Newsletter (volume XIX) were published 
for June and December, 2002, and mailed to 14 countries. 
With such broad - indeed, global - interest how can the 
Society strengthen ties with its international friends? 

On behalf of M. Soupios, the Society's Treasurer, M. 
Watanabe presented the Treasurers Report. Noting Long 
Island University's financial support for the Newsletteff, 
members approved a motion that the Secretary write 
letters thanking the university's administrators. 

Members approved the Executive Committee's unanimous 
recommendation that Louis Dupre of Yale University be 
invited to join the Society's Board of Advisors. According 
to M. Watanabe, Professor Dupre has said that he is 
willing to accept the invitation. 

At Kalamazoo in 2004 the Society will sponsor two 
sessions: B. Pavlac will organize a History session, and C. 
L. Miller will arrange a Philosophy/Theology session. 
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William Courtenay of the University of Wisconsin will 
present the M. Watanabe Lecture, and the banquet 
speaker will be C. Bellitto. 

G. Christianson and P. Casarella discussed early plans for 
the Society's conference in the fall of 2004. Gettysburg 
Lutheran Seminary remains the preferred site, and the 
date will have to be coordinated with the Cusanus 
symposium in Trier. Suggested themes for the conference 
included Cusanus's Christology (C.L. Miller}, Nicholas' 
sermons (J. Stieber}, and reform (C. Bellitto}. 

The Society's publications continue to grow. P. Casarella 
reported that Cusanus: The Legacy of Learned Ignorance, 
the proceedings from the Society's 2001 conference at the 
Catholic University of America in Washington DC, will 
soon be submitted for publication. C. Bellitto noted that the 
manuscript for Introducing Nicholas of Gusa is in good 
shape at Paulist Press; he hopes that it will be published 
in time for the 2004 Kalamazoo Congress. 

T. lzbicki reported on the Cusanus session at the 
Renaissance Society of America's meeting this spring; for 
next years program he is organizing a session on 
Cusanus and Neoplatonism. M. Watanabe noted the 
forthcoming Cusanus conference in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina on June 1-4, 2004. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donald F. Duclow 
Secretary 

The Treasurer's Report 

AMERICAN CUSANUS SOCIETY 
TREASURER'S REPORT 

4/21/02 - 4130103 

BALANCE AS OF 4120102 

REVENUE 

$3,024.69 

June 2003 

Dues Received 
Regular Members ($10)-30 
Student Members ($5)-5 
Contributing Members ($15-150)-37 

Interest 

Total Revenue 

$ 300.00 
25.00 

1,105.00 

$ 15.77 

$1,445.77 

3 



American Cusanus Society Newsletter 
EXPENSES 

2002 Kalamazoo Congress 
2 Banquet Guests 
Transportation 
Foreign Guests - Honoraris-2 

Lodging Expense-1 

Newsletter. Vol. XIX, Nos. 1&2 (June 
& December 2002) 

Stationary & Postage 

Total Expenses 

BALANCE AS OF 4130103 

$ 50.00 
20.00 

200.00 
358.00 

$ 700.00 

$ 300.00 

$1,628.00 

$2,858.46 

Estimated Subsidies to the Newsletter from Long Island 
University: 

Vol. XIX, Nos. 1&2 (June & December 2002) 

Printing 
Postage 

$ 300.00 
$ 800.00 

Respectfully submitted, 

--;,,1,"'1-y;-....___ 1 .,,. 

Michael A. Soupios, Treasurer 

AMERICAN CUSANUS SOCIETY 
ANNUAL BANQUET 

The annual banquet of the Society was held as indicated 
below: 

Date: Thursday, May 8, 2003 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Place: Black Swan Restaurant, Kalamazoo 
Speakers: Yoshiaki Yauchi, Waseda University, Tokyo 

and the Japanese Cusanus Society: "The 
Greetings from the Japanese Cusanus Society" 

David Burr, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University: "You Are Wondering Why I am 
Here." 

This yea~s banquet was particularly well attended by 
members and guests not only from here but also from 
abroad. The following is the list of those who attended and 
enjoyed the banquet. 
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Members and Guests in Attendance 

Babinsky, Ellen L. 

Sampson, W. Douglas 
Bellitto, Christopher M. 
Boeken, Inigo 

Bond, H. Lawrence 

Brown, Harvey 

Burr, David 

Burr, Annette 
Casarella, Peter J. 

Christianson, Gerald 

Dietrich, Paul A. 
Duclow, Donald F. 
Grant, Ken A. 

Helmrath, Johannes 

Prochno, Renate 

Hundersmarck, Lawrence F. 
lzbicki, Thomas M. 
Schauf, Margaret 
Kather, Regine 

Levy, Ian C. 

Mayer, T.F. 
Milem, Bruce 
Guest 
Miller, Clyde Lee 
Monfasani, John 
Morrissey, Thomas E. 
Morrissey, Gerda 
Nederman, Cary J. 
Oide, Satoshi 

Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary 
Retired Presbyterian Pastor 
Paulist Press 
University of Nijmegen, The 
Netherlands 
Appalachian State 
University 
University of Western 
Ontario, Canada 
Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute & State Univ. 
Blacksburg, VA 
Catholic University of 
America 
Gettysburg Lutheran 
Seminary 
University of Montana 
Gwynedd-Mercy College 
Lutheran School of 
Theology at Chicago 
Humboldt University of 
Berlin, Germany 
University of Salzburg, 
Austria 
Pace University 
Johns Hopkins University. 
Haverford College 
Univ. of Freiburg i.B. & 
Univ. of Bucharest 
Lexington Theological 
Seminary 
Augustana College 
SUNY at New Paltz 

SUNY at Stony Brook 
SUNY at Albany 
SUNY at Fredonia 
Fredonia, NY 
Texs A&M University 
Muroran Institute of 
Technology, Japan 

(Together with Father Petro Nemeshge of Sophia 
University, Tokyo, Prof. Oide started in 1971 the 
~apanese Cusanus Association, which, as he put it, 
after a period of dormancy because of lack of 

members, was revived as the Japanese Cusanus 
Society in 1982. ") 

PrOgl, Thomas University of Notre Dame 
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Shogimen, Takashi 

Smedley, John 

Stieber, Joachim 
Tamburello, Fr. Dennis E. 
Watanabe, Morimichi 

Watanabe, Kiyomi K. 

Yauchi, Yoshiaki 

University of Queensland, 
Australia 
Ashgate Publishing Limited, 
UK 
Smith College 
Siena College Friary 
Long Island University -
C.W. Post Campus 
SUNY Downstate Medical 
Center Brooklyn 
Waseda University, Tokyo, 
Japan 

"Greetings from the Japanese 
Cusanus Society" 

Yoshiaki Yauchi 
Waseda University 

<yauchi@waseda.jp> 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is an honor for me to be invited to this annual banquet of 
the American Cusanus Society and to have the oppor
tunity to bring greetings from the Japanese Cusanus 
Society. 

As you may know, our Japanese Cusanus Society was 
established in 1982. Our President is Prof. Dr. Tan 
Sonoda of Ryukoku University in Kyoto, and we have 
about 70 members. I would like to introduce you to some 
activities of our Society during the last five years and to 
the work of some of its members. 

In 2000, from October 6 to October 8, at Waseda Uni
versity in Tokyo, we held our commemorative conference 
for the six-hundredth anniversary of Cusanus' birth. The 
congress adopted as its theme "Cusanus at the 
Threshold". It was the first international congress on 
Cusanus in Japan. From the American Cusanus Society, 
Prof. Morimichi Watanabe, Prof. H. Lawrence Bond and 
Prof. Gerald Christianson participated in the congress and 
delivered lectures. We express our gratitude for their 
contributions: Gratias agimus! The Acta of this congress, 
edited by Prof. Kazuhiko Yamaki, was published last year 
by Curzon Press in London as Nicholas of Gusa -A 
Medieval Thinker for the Modern Age. And the Japanese 
version of this Acta, edited by Prof. Yamaki and myself, 
was published in the same year in Tokyo. 
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Last October, Prof. Satoshi Oide and Prof. Takehiko 
Nozawa published the Japanese translation of Cusanus' 
Compedium Theologiae with a large commentary, intro
duction, appendix and index. Ttis is one of the monu
mental works in our research. 

This spring, Prof. Yamaki and I translated into Japanese 
Prof. Ludwig Lagemann's Christentum contra Islam. Eine 
Geschichte gescheiterte Beziehungen (Darmstadt, 1999). 
This translation is being printed now and will be published 
next week in Tokyo.* Our next project is to hold in Tokyo 
an international meeting on the dialogue among religions, 
based on Cusanus's spirit. 

About 800 years ago, Petrus Venerabilis (Peter the 
Venerable}, Abbot of Cluny, said in his work, Summa 
totius haeresis saracennorum : "Aggredior inquam uos, 
non ut saepe faciun armis sed uerbis, non ui sed ratione, 
non ordio sed amore" (But I do not attack you, as some of 
us often do, by arms, but by words; not by force, but by 
reason; not in hatred, but in love). "Non armis sed uerbis, 
ratione et amore" (Not by arms, but by words, reason and 
love!). Our author of De pace fidei (On the peace of faith) 
would give his approval to Peter the Venerable without 
hesitation. 

Well, this is all for now. Thank you very much for your 
patience. 

*The Editor received a copy of the translation from Tokyo 
on 5113/03. It is described on p. 29 of the present issue. 
The Italian translation appeared in 2001; the Arabic 
translation in 2002. 

"You Are Wondering Why I Am Here" 
David Burr 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University 

I've never been comfortable listening to after-dinner 
speakers, so I'll make this short. I suppose you're 
assuming my title refers to the question of why I was 
asked to do this. That's easily solved. This year the 
Franciscan Institute offered to devote a session to 
evaluating my work if I'd promise not to publish any more, 
so Mori asked me if I'd do this too. He hasn't mentioned 
the conditions yet. 
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No, my tiUe actually refers to something else. Over the 
years, as I attended Cusa banquet after Cusa banquet, 
some of you must have noticed that I really don't know all 
that much about Nicholas of Cusa. I know something 
about him, but I'm no specialist. So why am I here? It's a 
question that stopped bothering me personally several 
years ago when I noticed that I'm not the only one here in 
that situation. In fact, some of you know less about Cusa 
than I do. I won't mention names. You know who you are. 

Now that is interesting. I'm sure the Cusa group isn't 
unique in this respect, but it is at least atypical. When I 
attend Franciscan Studies sessions, I'm aware that many 
of the people in the audience aren't specialists in 
Franciscan Studies, but when the time comes to go out to 
dinner, only the specialists attend. And I can think of at 
least two other groups I'm loosely connected with that 
follow the same pattern. 

Why, then, is the Cusa group different? One possible 
answer is that it functions primarily as a social group. 
There's much to be said for this explanation, and I think 
it's partly right. It's a matter of congeniality. But I think 
there's more to it than that What I'm about to say is my 
own explanation. It may not make much sense to you, but 
it's been important for me. You can provide your own 
explanations, but not right now. 

Many, many years ago, when I entered graduate school, I 
thought of universities as places where the faculty 
engaged in endless conversation about important issues 
and were enormously enrthed by their discussions. I 
wouldn't simply have the opportunity to talk with other 
historians. I'd be able to converse with a wide range of 
people, and I'd profit from the variety of expertise they'd 
accumulated. Over the years I'd be exposed to 
anthropologists, sociologists, philosophers, political 
scientists and all the rest. I found the whole prospect 
infinitely exciting. 

Since then, I've discovered that, by and large, it doesn't 
work that way, yet sometimes it does. For several years 
I've belonged to an interdisciplinary research group at 
Virginia Tech. We keep it small- never Jess than five 
people, never more than five - and we keep it varied. At 
the moment we have a historian of ancient Greek art with 
a strong interest in archeology; a Renaissance art 
historian who speaks authoritatively about the relationship 
between mathematics and perspective theory; a Hebrew 
Bible scholar with a strong interest in how biblical motifs 
are used in modern literature; a French literature 
specialist who works on Montaigne; a linguist with 
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expertise in a series of languages I'd never even heard of; 
and myself. We meet every two weeks to discuss 
something one of us has written. We submit it a week 
before the meeting day so everyone can fully absorb it. 

It's hard to hear the composition of the group without 
thinking of the Mission Impossible team in the old 
television series, but it's really quite different. In the 
Mission Impossible team people worked within their areas 
of expertise. That was what they had to offer. In the IRG, 
the autho~s speciality is what qualifies him or her to write 
the particular paper we're discussing that week, but for the 
rest of us our specialities do little except reassure us and 
the rest of the group that, however little we may seem to 
know about the topic we're considering, we do know 
something about something. During the discussions, our 
specialities seldom contribute all that much. We work on a 
much different level. We find ourselves saying to the 
linguist, "Look, we know you people speak in a very 
precise, very technical language that enables you to say a 
great deal in a very small space, but we don't speak your 
language. You're going to have to unpack it for us. Say it 
in words we understand." We find ourselves saying to the 
Montaigne scholar, "OK, we know you're fond of literary 
theory and read people who speak with breathtaking 
complexity, but your allusion here is lost on us. What are 
you really saying, and how does it help your argument?" I 
won't go into what they say to me. 

Over the years we've had people leave and people stay. 
The ones who left were looking for something different. 
They were concerned about publishing, and they needed 
a group of people with similar backgrounds, people with 
similar expertise, who could help them shape their work 
into something publishable and suggest where they might 
send it. The ones who stayed tended to be people who 
were as interested in reading other people's work as they 
were in publishing their own. They wanted to know what 
linguists did, what Hebrew Bible scholars did. They 
thought it might do them some good. You'd expect this to 
be common in universities, but it isn't. Universities are very 
good at fostering a deep trust in specialization. They've 
been less successful at fostering genuine intelectual 
curiosity. 

Back to the Cusanus Society. You do, of course, have 
some genuine Gusa scholars, but what impresses me 
most about the group is the wide range of expertise 
beyond Cusa within the society. Over the years I've 
encountered people who know a great deal about Meister 
Eckhart, aboutAlbertus Magnus, about Nicholas of Lyra, 
about Aquinas, and about much else. There's a sense that 
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all of this fits into the large project you're pursuing, one 
that places Cusa in a wide perspective, in fact as wide a 
perspective as time and intellectwiU allow. The address by 
Professor Monfasani that we heard this afternoon was an 
excellent example of all that is best about the Cusanus 
Society in this respect. 

I've found it all very profitable. Over the years I've learned 
a great deal about Cusa from you, but I've learned much 
else besides. Much of what I know about Eckhart I've 
picked up from members of the Cusanus society. 
Practically all of what I know about Marguerite Porete I've 
learned from a member of this society. (Thank you, Ellen.} 
The only serious discussion I've ever had about the 
English novelist Charles Williams was with a member of 
this society. All in all, it's been enjoyable. The dues of the 
Cusanus Society are low, and I feel I've received more 
than my money's worth. Thafs a less common experience 
than it should be, and I thank you all for it. 

It should be pointed out that at the 38th International 
Congress on Medieval Studies, on Friday, May 6, 2003, 
the Franciscan Institute, St Bonaventure University, 
sponsored Session 342 under the title: •A Retrospective 
on the Work of David Burr" and presented the following 
papers: "The Formulation of Olivi's Intellectual Project, 
1268-1279: 'Olivi and the Philosophers ' Thirty Years 
Later" (Sylvan Piron, Ecole d. Hautes Etud. en Scie. 
Social., Paris}; "The History of Thirteenth-Century Biblical 
Exegesis: The Contribution of David Burr" (Kevin 
Madigan, Harvard Univ.} and• Joachim, Olivi, and 
Joachism: Raoul Manselli, Marjorie Reews, and David 
Burr• (E. Randolph Daniel, Univ. Kentucky). The session 
was well attended, with some members of our Society 
also participating. 

Prof. Burr's recent book, Spiritual Franciscans: From 
Protest to Persecution in the Century after Saint Francis 
(The Pennsylvania State University Press, 2001), ~.as thus 
far received three prestigeous awards: the Otto Grundler 
Prize 2003 of the Medieval Institute, Western Michigan 
University; the John Gilmary Shea Prize and the Howard 
R. Marraro Prize of the Catholic Historical Association. 
The full reports of the John Gilmary She~ Prize and t~e 
Howard R. Marraro Prize can be found in the Catholic 
Historical Review, LXXXIX, 2 (April, 2003), pp. 262-265. 
In reference to the last two prizes, it was noted in the 
report of the Committee on Program of the Association, as 
printed in the above review, pp. 258-261, that "It was only 
the second time in the twenty-eight years in which the 
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Association has awarded the two prizes that the same 
book has received both." Congra\Jlations, David! 

LOUIS DUPRE 
A New Member of the Advisory Board 

As is recorded in the minutes of this yea~s Annual 
Meeting of the Society on page 3, Professor Emeritus 
Louis Dupre of Yale University has recently accepted the 
Society's invitation to become a member of the Advisory 
Board. His academic background and accomplishments 
are described briefly below. 

Place of Birth: Veer1e, Belgium 
1925 Year of Birth: 

Education: Doctor of Philosophy summa cum laude 
from the Univ. of Louvain in 1954. 
Dissertation: Het vertrekppunt der 
Marxistische wijsbegeerte: de kritek op 
Hegels staatsrecht (The Starting Point of 
Marxist Philosophy: the Critique of 
Hegel's Staatsrech~. 

Positions Held: Professor of Philosophy, Georgetown 
Univ., 1958-1973. T. Lawrason Riggs 
Professor of the Philosophy of Religion, 

President: 
Yale University, 1973-1998 
The Hegel Society of America 
The American Catholic Philosophical 
Society 

Member, Advisory Boards: 
The Classics of Western Spirituality 
Faith and Philosophy 
The New Scholasticism 
Encyclopedia of World Spirituality 
Religion and Intellectual Ufe 

Eglise et Theologie 
Major Publications: 

June 2003 

Kierkegaard as Theologian: The Dialectic of 
Christian Existence. New York: Sheed & 
Ward, 1963; Reprint, London: Sheed & 
Ward, 1964. 

Contraception and Catholics: A New Appraisal. 
Baltimore, Helicon Press, 1964. 

The Philosophical Foundations of Marxism. New 
York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1966. 

Contributing editor, with Francis Eterovich and 
others. Approaches to Morality: Readings in 
Ethics from Classical Philosophy to 
Existentialism. New York: Herder & Herder, 
1968. 
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Editor and introduction. Faith and Reflection by 

Henry Dumery. Tr. Stephen McNiemery and 
M. Benedict Murphy. New York: Herder & 
Herder, 1968. 

The Other Dimension: A Search for the Meaning 
of Religious Attitudes. New York, Doubleday, 
1972. 

Transcendent Se/fhood: The Loss and Redis
covery of the Inner Life. New Yori<: Seabury 
Press, 1976. 

A Dubious Life: An Introduction to Christian 
Mysticism. New York: Crossroad, 1981. 

The Common Life: The Origins of Trinitarian 
Mysticism and Its Development by Jan 
Ruusbroec. New York: Crossroad, 1984. 

Marx's Social Critique of Culture. New Haven: 
Yale University Press, 1983. 

Editor, with James Wiseman. Ught from Ught An 
Anthology of Christian Mysticism. New York: 
Paulist Press, 1988. 

Editor, with Don Saliers, and introduction. 
Christian Spirituality Ill: Post-Reformation 
and Modem. World Spirib.Jality: An 
Encyclopedic History of the Religious Quest 
vol.18.NewYork:Crossroad, 1989, 1991; 
London: SCM, 1990. 

Editor and introduction. "Nicholas of Cusa." 
Special Issue of the American Catholic 
Philosophical Quarterly64 (1990). 
Washington, D.C.: American Catholic 
Philosophical Association: Catholic 
University of America, 1990. 

Passage to Modernity: An Essay in the 
Hermeneutics of Nature and Culture. New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1993. 

Metaphysics and Culture. The Aquinas Lecture, 
1994. Milwaukee: Marquette University 
Press, 1994. 

Religious Mystery and Rational Reflection: 
Excursions in the Phenomenology and 
Philosophy of Religion. Grand Rapids, Ml; 
Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1998. 

"Teaching undergraduates is the part of my assignment I 
shall be most reluctant to relinquish when my time for 
retirement will arrive. And I find myself nurturing the secret 
hope that some college or colleges may even then grant 
me the privilege of occasionally communicating with their 
young students these riches, which do not attain their full 
substance until they are shared with others. The humanist 
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education has from its inception consisted in conversation. 
Socrates, Plato, even Aristotle, our ancestors in that 
education, thought or wrote in dialogue." 

Louis Dupre, The Joys and Responsibi/Hies of 
Being a Catholic Teacher. (Marianist Award 
Lecture 1992.) Dayton: The UniversityofDayton, 
1992. p. 9. 

For a useful introduction to Prof. Dupre's ideas, the 
following book may be consulted: 

Peter J. Casarella & George P. Schner, S.J., eds. 
Christian Spirituality & the Culture of Modernity. The 
Thought of Louis Dupre. Grand Rapids, Ml/Cambridge, 
U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1998. 

June 2003 

SPIRITUALITY and MYSTICISM 
A Conference in Honor of 

BERNARD McGINN 
Naomi Shenstone Donnelley Professor, 

The University of Chicago Divinity School 
May 6-7, 2003 

Sl'll<l rl !Al.I J Y "" \l\'Sl ICISM 
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The University of Chicago Divinity School recently held a 
conference in honor of Prof. Bernard McGinn, who is, 
among others, a long-standing member of our Society's 
Advisory Board. Although held just before the 38th 
International Congress on Medieval Studies at Western 
Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Ml, some members of 
our Society were able to attend the conference. 
Reproduced below is a copy of the program which Prof. 
Donald F. Duclow kindly obtained for the Editor. 

Bernard McGinn is the Naomi Shenstone Donnelley 
Professor of Historical Theology and the History of 
Christianity at the University of Chicago Divinity School. 
He will retire on June 30, 2003, after thirty.four years of 
service on the faculty. 

Bernard McGinn received his BA cum laude from Sl 
Joseph's Seminary and College in Yonkers, New York, in 
1959, going on to earn his S. T.L. cum Jaude from 
Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome in 1963. He 
earned his Ph.D., with distinction, from Brandeis 
University in 1970, where he studied in the History of 
Ideas field, directed by Norman F. Cantor. His first faculty 
position was as instructor of theology at Catholic 
University of America in Washington, D.C., which he held 
from 1968 to 1969. In 1969, he joined the faculty of the 
University of Chicago Divinity School, where he served 
initially as instructor in theology and the history of 
Christianity (1969-70), then as assistant professor (1970-
75) and associate professor (1975-78), reaching the rank 
of full professor in 1978. He was appointed the Naomi 
Shenstone Donnelley Professor of Historical Theology and 
the History of Christianity in the Divinity School in 1992. In 
addition to teaching, Bernard McGinn served as program 
director of the Institute for the Advanced Study of Religion 
in the Divinity School from 1982 to 1992. 

Bernard McGinn's teaching and research have focused on 
the history of Christianity and the history of Christian 
thought primarily in the medieval period. He has written 
extensively in the areas of the history of apocalyptic 
thought and, most recently, in the areas of spirituality and 
mysticism. His current long- range project is a five-volume 
history of Christian mysticism in the West under the 
general title The Presence oj God, three volumes of which 
have appeared: The Origins of Mysticism; The Growth of 
Mysticism; and The Flowering of Mysticism. He is the 
editor-in-chief of the Paulist Press series Classics of 
Western Spirituality, which has published 102 volumes to 
date. In addition, he serves on numerous editorial boards, 
including The Encyclopedia of World Spirituality and The 
Journal of Religion. 
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Bernard McGinn has been the recipient of numerous 
awards for his scholarship, including the AA TS Research 
Award. He has been a research fellow at the Institute for 
Advanced Studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
at the Institute for Ecumenical and Cultural Research at 
St. John's University, and at the Lilly Program on Religion 
and the Humanities at the National Humanities Center. He 
is a member of numerous learned societies, and has 
served as president of the American Society of Church 
History and of SPES, the inter- national Society for the 
Promotion of Eriugenean Studies. He was elected a fellow 
of the Medieval Academy of America in 1994, and ~as 
inducted into the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
in 2001. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

TUESDAY, MAY 6-

4:00 p.m. "Knowledge of God and Knowledge of Self: 
Variations on a Theme• by Richard 
Kieckhefer (Northwestern University), Swift 
Lecture Hall 

5:30 p.m. Reception, Swift Common Room 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7 

9:00 a.m. "Taste and Touch: Arousing the Senses in 
Medieval Mysticism• by Niklaus Largier 
(University of California, Berkeley), Swift 
Lecture Hall 

10:30 a.m. "Men, Women, and Christian Mysticism" by 
Amy Hollywood (Dartmouth University), Swift 
Lecture Hall 

12: 15 p.m. Lunch, with tributes by students of Bernard 
McGinn, Swift Common Room 

2:30 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

Panel Discussion, moderated by Richard K. 
Emmerson (Medieval Academy of Amerca), 
with Amy Hollywood, Richard Kieckhefer, 
Niklaus Largier, and Bernard McGinn 

Reception, Swift Common Room 

*** 

People who require assistance should see Sandra 
Peppers in Swift 102, or call her at (773) 702-8219. 
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PROF. McGINN ASSUMES THE 

PRESIDENCY OF THE AMERICAN 
CATHOLIC HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

After serving as First Vice-President in 2002, Professor 
Bernard McGinn assumed the presidency of the American 
Catholic Historical Association in 2003. Also, as chairman 
of the Committee on Program for the Association's eighty. 
fourth annual meeting, which will be held in Washington, 
0.C., on January 9-11, 2004, he has appointed the 
following members to the committee: Robert Bireley, S.J., 
of Loyola University Chicago, Kathleen Conzen of the 
University of Chicago, Jay P. Dolan of the University of 
Notre Dame (emeritus), Dennis Martin of Loyola University 
Chicago, and Robin Darling Young of the Catholic 
University of America. 

We wish the great scholar and teacher a successful, 
productive period of presidency. 

The American Catholic Historical 

Association 
(Or>::miu·d lki:embcr ~o, I 'JI 9 . Ck•\·dand , Ohio) 

OHKLRS 

llr.J.M kil Mt.Gts,., l'n'siJ.-111 

l>n 1Hll )' )d1oul. l '1u1·cr!<it>· of ChJ< ;i;:u 

Cm.ha •!'Ill• J. K.11. """' · first n ... ~1 .,.,,.1,1.-111 
111l· Litlto lic 1 ·rm c r"t) o ( Amc-rtcA 

110111.JCr L l l1•1JH. s J . ·''""""'' h .... , ..... 1.l<'11f 

k~ ~ 1 i 1 x r 1'111..._, ' ~ . ~\4 ·c. rt·l•l')"- ln·usu n·r 

llw Lllh•J l1<" l 1u1c- r >1t )· of Arn<: ril'4 

NEW MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY 

The following new members joined the Society between 
December 3, 2001 and June 15, 2003. We welcome them 
all! 

Prof. Bradlley Lenz 
3900 Galt Ocean Dr., #1917 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308 

Emily D. O'Brien 
Expository Writing Program 
Harvard University 
8 Prescott St. 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
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M. Hubert Vallet 
Sier,2 
B. 4860 Moresnet 
Belgium 

Mr. Dmitry Olshansky 
P.O. Box 13 
St Petersburg City 
Russia 197343 

THE SOCIETY'S PANEL AT THE 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

RENAISSANCE SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
NEW YORK, 1·3 April 2004 

Dr. Thomas M. lzbicki, who also serves as Discipline 
Representative for Political Thought of the Renaissance 
Society of America, reports that the Society will sponsor 
one of the panels at the 50th-Anniversary Meeting of the 
RSA next March in New York. This is the third time he 
organized a panel for the RSA. 

Date: 1-3 April 2004 
Place: Grand Hyatt Hotel, New York 
Panel Title: Nicholas of Cusa and Neoplatonism 
Panel Abstract: 

Nicholas of Gusa was heavily influenced by 
Neoplatonism, but he adapted Neoplatonic 
thought to his own ideas. This panel will explore 
both philosophical and artistic aspects of 
Nicholas' engagement with that current of 
Renaissance thought 

Panelists and Paper Titles: 
Clyde Lee Miller, SUNY, Stony Brook. "A 

Neoplatonism of His Own." 
Nancy Hudson, Princeton University. "Nicholas 

of Gusa. Pagan Neoplatonist or Christian 
Theologian?" 

Thomas M. lzbicki, The Johns Hopkins 
University. "TBA.• 

II Kim, Columbia University. "The Chapel of 
Pope Nicholas V and Neo-Platonic Sun 
Symbolism of Cusanus." 

THE SOCIETY'S INTERNET ADDRESS 

http://www. library. jhu .edulfindiUsubjects/medren/cusanus. html 
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INTERNATIONALES WISSENSCHAFTLICHES 
CUSANUS-DOPPfL-SYMPOSION 

im OKTOBER 2004 und OKTOBER 2005 in TRIER 
The Wissenschaftlicher Beirat of the Cusanus
Gesellschaft, which is headed by Prof. Dr. Klaus Kremer, 
is scheduled to hold a "double" symposium on Cusanus' 
sermons in Trier in October 2004 and October 2005. The 
published, tentative program is as follows: 

Generaltherna: Die Sennones 
des Nikolaus von Kues 

Symposion Oktober 2004 (Do. 21-Sa. 23.): Teil 1 
Thema: Merkmale der cusanischen Predigten und ihre 

Stellung innerhalb der mittelalterliche 
Predigtkultur 

Do, 21.10. 10.00 h: Sitzung des Wissenschaftlichen 
Beirates der Cusanus- Gesellschaft 

I. 15:00 h: Abschiedswort des sheidenden 
Vorsitzenden der Cusanus-Gesellschaft, H.Dr. Helmut 
Gestrich 

2. 15: 15 h: Dankeswort an Dr. Helmut Gestrich und 
Einfuhrung in die Gesamtthematik: Begrudu~~ des 
zweiteiligen Symposions und summarischer Uberblick 
uber die Sermones, Prof.Dr. Klaus Kremer 

3. 16.00 h: Verschrankung von Bibelexegese und 
metaphysischer Spekulation in den cusanischen 
Predigten, Welcher Rang kommt der biblischen 
Exegese, welcher der metaphysischen 
Durchdringung zu?, Prof.Dr.Dr.h.c. Werner 
Weierwaltes (zugesagt) 

4. 17.30 h: Entwicklungsgeschichte Etappen und 
schwepunktmassige Themenverschiebungen in den 
Sermones?, Prof. Dr. Walter Andreas Euler (zugesagt) 

5. Fr, 22.10. 9:oo h: Grusswort des neuen Worsitzenden 
der Cusanus-Gesellschaft 

6. 9:10 h: Welche zeitgeschichtlichen Ereignisse, 
Anli3sse, auch liturgisches Art, und Massnahmen des 
Predigers und spateren Bischofs Nikolaus spiegeln 
sich in seinen Predigten wider?, Dr. Hermann J. 
Hallauer (zugesagt) 

7. 10:30 h: Zur Soziologie der Sermones-Rezeption, 
Dr. Mark-Aeilko Aris (zugesagt) 

8. 15.30 h: Welche Gedanken/Begriffe aus dem 
philosophisch-theologischen Werk des NvK gehen in 
seine Predigten ein bzw. dominieren? Prof. Dr. 
Kazuhiko Yamaki (angefragt) 
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9. 17:00 h: Das cusanische Predigtwerk und die 
geistige Struktur seines Denkens im Vergleich zu 
demjenigen von R. Lull Prof. Dr. Klaus Reinhardt 
(zugesagt) 

10. 17:30 h: Die Predigten des Cusanus im Vergleich 
mit dem Predigtwerk von Meister Eckhart. Prof.Dr. 
Georg Steer (angefragt) 

11. Sa, 23.10. 9:00 h: Die Positionierung der cusanischen 
Predigten angesichts der damaligen zeitgenosischen 
volkstumlichen Predigt, Prof. Dr. Volker Merteris 
(zugesagt) 

12. 10.30 h: Die cusanischen Predigten in Abhebung 
von der fruhneuzeitlichen und reformatorischen 

PredigtOberlieferung, Prof. Dr. Berndt Hamm 
(angefragt) 

Symposion Oktober 2005 (Do. 20-Sa. 22): Teil II 
Thema: Die Sermones des NvK: Mehr als ein 

geistesgeschichtlich bedeutsames Erbe? 

20.10. 10.00 h: Aitzunf des Wissenschaftlichen 
Beirates der Cusanus-Gesellschaft 

1. Do, 20.10. 15.30 h: Die Bilder und Gleichnisse in den 
Sermones des NvK. Padagogisch-didaktische und 
pastoraltheologische Ansatze, Prof. Dr. W. Lentzen
Deis (zugesagt) 

2. 17.00 h: Selbstgestaltung des Menschen nach NvK 
und modemes Verstandnis des Menschen: aufgezeigt 
an Karl Rahner, Prof.Dr. Kardinal Lehmann (angefragt) 
19.00 h: Einladung der Cusanus-Gesellschaft durch 
die Stadt Trier 

3. Fr, 21.10. 9.00 h: Weg und Art der Gotteserkenntnis in 
den Sermones, Prof. Dr. Klaus Kremer 

4. 10.30 h: Die cusanische Hinftihrung des Menschen zu 
Jesu Christus. Wer den ganzen und wahren Menschen 
sucht, ist auf den Weg zu Jesus Christus, Dr. Hermann 
Schnarr (zugesagt) 

5. 15.30 h: Die Ruckgewinning des Menschen ftir die 
Kkche. Zeigen die cusanischen Predigten einen Weg 
dazu?, Prof. Dr. Bischof Egger (zugesagt) 

6. 17.00 h: Gehorsam (oboedientia): Heteronomes 
Diktat-oder gottliche Hilfe zur Selbstfindung des 
Menschen?, Dr. Norbert Herold (zugesagt) 
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7. Sa, 22.10. 9.00 h: Die Lehre vom menschlichen Geist 

(intellectusNernunft) in den Sermones des NvK, Prof. 
Dr. AlvarecG6mez (zugesagt) 

8. 10:30 h: Vemunft und Glaube in den Se rm ones des 
NvK: Gleichzeitig eine Begegunung mit den Buchem 
von K. Flasch (1998 und 2001) und U. Roth (2000), 
Prof. Dr. Albert Dahm (zugesagt) 

For further informaion, contact 

Prof. Or. Klaus Kremer 
. Vorsitzender des W1SSenschaftlichen Beirates 
der Cusanus-Gesellschaft 
Domfreihof 3 
54290Trier 
Germany 
Tel: 0651114551-0 
Fax: 0651114551-25 
E-mail: fuhrmann@uni-trier.de 

FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON 
NICOLAUS CUSANUS IN LA TIN AMERICA, 

BUENOS AIRES, 1-4 June 2004 

On October 19, 2001, a commemorative conference was 
held at the University of Salvador in Buenos Aires to 
celebrate the 600th anniversary of the birth of Nicholas of 
Gusa. The event was organized and arranged by Prof. Dr. 
Jorge Machetta and Or. Claudia D'Amico of the Circulo de 
Estudios Cusanos de Buenos Aires and drew some 70 
participants from among the students and professors of 
the universities in Buenos Aires. The topics, such as 
"History of Reception,• ·cusanus as a Transitory 
Figure, .. Time and Eternity in Cusanus, .. His Theory of 
Cognition and Methodology,· and "The De pace fidei, • 
were discussed. 

Prof. Peter Casarella has kindly sent to the Editor 
information about the first international congress on 
Nicholas of Cusa which will be held in Latin America on 
June 1st-4th, 2004 under the auspices of the Circulo de 
Estudios Cusanos de Buenos Aires, theSecci6n de 
Filosofia Medieval of the Universidad de Buenos Aires and 
the Cusanus-Jnstftutof Trier, Germany. The general 
theme of the congress will be: "The Problem of Knowledge 
in Nicholas of Cusa - Genealogy and Prospective.• The 
official languages of the congress will be Spanish, 
Portuguese, French, Italian, English and German. For 
further information, contact: 
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Cecilia Rusconi - Romina Di Rienzo, Secretaries 
Secci6n de Filosofia Medieval 
(Congreso Internacional Cusano) 
Facultad de Filosofia y Letras 
Universidad de Buenos Aires, 
Puan 480, Piso 4%, Og. 436, cp. 1406 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
E-mail congressocusano@yahoo.com.ar 

We print below the first circular of the congress in English . 

Ist International Cusanus Congress 
Of Latin America 

June 2003 
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RICHARD MEINER 
8 April 1918 • 8 June 2003 

Wrth great sorrow we report that Herr Richard Mainer, the 
head of the Felix Meiner Verlag in Hamburg, died on June 
8, 2003. As publisher of many works in the field of 
philosophy, including the famous Philosophische 
Bibliothek (PhB), the works of Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, 
Plotinus, Kant, Hegel, and others, as well as the Nicolai de 
Cusa Opera omnia, the Cusanus' Sermones series and 
the Acta Cusana, he was no doubt one of the most 
important and best known publishers in the field of 
philosophy. We are grateful that over the years he took 
interest in the American Cusanus Society and supported 
its activities as much as possible. 

0..--·-----------
------· 1 ·~ .. ,, t 0 ·-~ 

Richard Meiner ......... ,,,... ..... _ 
__ ... ._ IGOl• i-.. 

............. -.,._....,._ --------............ ~...,_ ----....,_ 
....,_ 

0.- -.......... , .... -..... --
-IH.l"lot.._ 

Dwl...,.._..__._ .• ._:itO,_l)Uif' ........... 
,,.,...._~~ --· ....... --.......... ._ __ .._ ... _ _..,.,.. .... ~-~ .................... \' 

.._.,.,.,.....,~111tlM>1(1.:0 1 1. ...... '* ,,,,,,, 

Born in Dresden on April 8, 1918 as the son ofDr. oec. 
publ. Felix Meiner (1883-1965), the founder of the Felix 
Meiner Verlag in 1911, Mr. Richard Meiner grew up in 
Leipzig. After the bombing of Leipzig and the complete 
destruction of the office and the storage house of the 
publishing firm on the night of December 3/4, 1943, 
Richard Meiner decided to open his own publishing house, 
the Richard MeinerVerlag, in Hamburg in 1948. Not only 
did he emphasize philosopy, but also he paid considerable 
attention to psychology, literature, economics, and the 
work of Dr. Albert Schweitzer, whom he respected. The 
worsening political and economic conditions forced his 
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father to leave Leipzig in 1951 and to join him in Hamburg, 
thereby reestablishing the Felix Meiner Ver1ag in Hamburg 
on October 1, 1951. At that time, the number of available 
titles in the Philosophische Bibliothek was only 19. 

Even before the death of Dr. Felix Meiner on July 26, 
1965, Richard Meiner had begun to play the leadership 
role at the Felix Meiner Verlag, continuing to publish the 
books under the famous motto of the firm: "0berall in dem 
correctesten (sic) Text• By the one-hundredth 
anniversary of the Philosophische Bibliothek in 1968, he 
had available in the PhB 116 titles. The Nicolai de CUsa 
Opera omnia, which had been initiated in 1927, but which 
could not make much progress during WN II, began to be 
expanded. In 1970 the Serrnones series were added. The 
year 1976 saw the addition of the Acta Cusana, to be 
edited by Erich Meuthen and Hermann Hallauer, to the 
primary sources for Cusanus studies. The number of 
journals which Mr. Meiner began to publish during these 
years is considerable: for example, the "Ratio" (1971), the 
"Erkenntnis - an International Journal of Analytical 
Philosophy" (1975) and• Aufklarung- lnterdiziplinare 
Halbjahresschrift fUr die Erforschung des 18. Jahrhunderts 
und seiner Wirkungsgeschichte" (1985). When his son, 
Mr. Manfred Meiner, actively began to work for the firm in 
1981, there were 196 titles available in the Philosophische 
Bibliothek. On the occasion of his 65th anniversary in 
1983, a Festschrift, entitled Ceterum censeo . .. 
Bemerkungen zu Aufgabe und T/Migkeit eines 
philosophischen Verlegers: Richard Meiner zum 8. April 
1983 (Hamburg: Felix MeinerVerlag, 1983), was privately 
printed and dedicated to him. A group of famous scholars 
(Hans-Georg Gadamer, Werner Weierwaltes, Karl 
Bormann, Kurt Flash, Karl Albert, Friedhelm Nicolin, Otto 
P6ggler, etc.) and other authors praised Mr. Meine~s 
professionalism as publisher and warmth and friendliness 
as a human being. 

The Editor may be permitted to express briefly here his 
gratitude and respect to the late Mr. Mein er. In order to 
work on my Ph.D. dissertation on the De concordantia 
catholica of Nicholas of Cusa, I sent an order for a copy of 
its Heidelberg edition by Gerhard Kallen to the Felix 
Mainer Verlag in Leipzig around 1954 without knowing 
anything about the destruction of the publishing firm in 
Leipzig in 1943. In a prompt, kind response, Dr. Felix 
Meiner indicated that the edition was no longer available 
because of the fire in 1943, but that he was hopeful to 
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publish a new rEH'lorked edition in the future. On the 
occasion of the fifth centenary of Cusanus' death in 1964, 
I attended the commemorative ceremonies at Bemkastel
Kues, Cusanus' place of birth, on August 8-12. It was only 
then that I learned, as I wrote elsewhere, what had 
happened to my order. At a reception in the Hotel Roemer 
Hof across the Moselle river from St. Nicholas Hospital in 
Kues, a tall, kind and smiling man approached me and 
asked if I was Prof. Watanabe. To my great surprise, he 
went on to say that when his father received my order, he 
really had no copy of the edition by Gerhard Kallen, but 
that since Prof. Kallen had now re-worked on the edition, 
his father was in a position to send me the new Heidelberg 
edition of the De concordantia catholica soon. I was 
touched. Ever since that time, we were friends. I am 
pleased that Mr. Richard Meiner's work is being continued 
successfully and vigorously by his son, Mr. Manfred 
Mainer. 

***** 

·Aber ... was waren wir ohne den Verteger? Was ware 
Nikolaus von Kues heute ohne den Verleger Felix 
Meiner?" [Josef Koch, "In memoriam Felicis Meiner," 
MFCG 5 (1965), 162.] 

*** ** 
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ALFRED A. STRNAD 
1937. 2003 

0. Univ.-Prof. Dr. Alfred A. Strnad, one of the leading 
Austrian medievalists, passed away on January 18, 2003. 
He served as "Ordinarius fUr Geschichte der Neuzeit" at 
Leopold.f ranzens-Universitat in Innsbruck, Austria from 
1976 to his death. A prolific writer, he was a frequent 
visitor to the Vatican Library for his research. His field of 
specialisation was the relationship between church and 
state in Austria and its neighboring areas in the late 
Middle Ages. He is also known for his studies of Niccolo 
Machiavelli. 
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From 127 studies and articles listed in Alfred A. Strnad, 
Dynast und Kirche. Studien zum Verhaltnis von Kirche 
und Staat im spi3teren Mittelalter und in der Neuzeit 
(Innsbruck, 1997), we have chosen and print below the 
following that may be of particular interest to some of our 
readers. A recent item not listed in the book has been 
added. Several of his articles were co-authored with his 
wife, Univ.-Prof. Dr. Katherine Walsh-Strnad, a noted 
medievalist in her own right. 

"Pio II e suo nipote Francesco Tudeschini Piccolomini" in 
Atti de/ Convegno Storico Piccolominiano, Ancona 9 
maggio 1965[=Atti e Memorie della Deputazione di Storia 
Patria per le Marche, ser. VIII, vol. 4/2, 1964/65], 35-84. 

·Johannes Hinderbachs Obedienz-Ansprache vor Papst 
Pius II. Papstliche und kaiserliche Politik in der Mitte des 
Quatrocento, • R6mische Historische Mitteilungen, 1 O 
(1967), 43-183. 

"Studia piccolomineana. Vorarbeiten zu einer Geschichte 
der Bibliothek der Papste Pius II und [Pius] Ill.· in Atti de/ 
Convegno per ii quinto centenario de/la morte di Enea 
Silvio Piccolomini- Papa Pio II ed altri scritti raccofti da 
Domenico Maffei(Siena 1968), 295-390. 
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"Der 'Jurist' Enea Silvio Piccolomini," R6mische 
Historische Mitteilungen, 12 (1970), 293-297. 

"Kaiser Friedrich Ill. und die Translatio sancti Leopoldi, • 
Jahrbuch des Stifles Kostemeuburg, XVI (NF 7, 1971), 
103-134. 

"Kurienkardinale und ihre 'familia' im 13. Jahrhundert," 
Romische Historische Mitteilungen, 14 (1972), 201-206. 

"Renaissance, Humanismus und Kirchenreform. Zu 
einigen Neuerscheinungen," ROmische Historische 
Mitteilungen, 16 (1974), 231-280. 

"Studiorum Humanitatis Cu/tor: Paul Oskar Kristeller zum 
70. Geburtstag," ROmische Historische Mitteilungen, 19 
(1977), 187-194. 

"Europa im Spannungsfeld von Staatsrason, 
Kraftgleichgewicht und geistiger Emanzipation. 
Bemerkungen zu einigen Neuerscheinungen," ROmische 
Historische Mitteilungen, 20 (1978), 205-251. 

"Renaissance-Humanismus, Reform und Reformation. 
Neue Beitrage zu ihrer Problematik," ROmische 
Historische Mitteilungen, 21 (1979), 187-231. 

(gemeinsam mit Katherine Walsh): "Ohne Humanismus 
keine Reformation? Zu Stellung von Renaissance
Humanismus und Reformation in neueren Schrifttum," 
lnnsbrucker Historische Studien, 3 (1980), 211-318. 

"Papsttum, Konzil und die Krise des Kirchenstaates," 
lnnsbrucker Historische Studien, 4 (1981), 163-167. 

"Papsttum, Kurie, Kirchenstaat und Finanzen. Das 
vatikanische Geheimarchiv als historische Quelle," 
lnnsbrucker Historische Studien, 6 (1983), 187-190. 

"Niccolo Machiavelli. Politik als Leidenschaft" in 
PersOnlichkeit und Geschichte, 120/121 (GOttingen-Ziirich 
1985), 1-131. 

"Die Papste der Friih- und Hochrenaissance: Von 
Nikolaus V bis Julius IL" in Gestalten der 
Kirchengeschichte, ed. Martin Greschat (Stuttgart/ 
Berlin/Koln/Mainz, 1985), 39-52. 

"Marginalien zu den Bemiihungen Ludwig Pastors um die 
Leitung des Osterreichischen Historischen lnstituts in 
Rom," lnnsbrucker Historische Studien, 9 (1986), 125-142. 
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"Ein Konfratemitatsbrief der Oberdeutschen Franziskaner
Konventualen fur Eleanore von Schottland, Gemahlin 
Herzog Sigmunds von Osterreich" in Per Padre Frumenzio 
Ghetta, o.f.m. Scritti di storia e cultura ladina, trendina, 
tirolese e nota bio-bibliografica (Trento 1991 ), 683-698. 

(gemeinsam mit Katherine Walsh): "Basel als Katalysator. 
Personliche und geistige Kontakte der habsburgischen 
Erblander im Umfeld des Konzils" in Die Eidgenossen und 
ihre Nachbam im Deutschen Reich des Mittelalters, ed. 
Peter Ruck & Heinrich Kollar (Marburg 1991), 131-191. 

"Nikolaus V., Papst (1447-1455)" in RealenzyklopSdie, 
XXIV (Berlin/New York 1994), 543-545. 

· "Herzog Sigmund von Csterreich, Alienor (Elioner) von 
Schottland und der Antoniterorden. Mit einer Edition ihres 
Konfratemitatsbriefes von 1480" in Auf den Spuren des 
heiligen Antonius: Festschrift fiir Adalbert Mischlewski 
zum 75. Geburtstag, ed. Peer Friess (Memmingen 1994), 
37-48. 

"Pastor, Ludwig (1854-1928)" in Theologische 
Realenzyklopadie, XXVI (Berlin/New York 1996), 46-50. 

Humanismus und Renaissance in Ostmitteleuropa vor der 
Reformation, eds. Winfried Eberhard and Alfred A. Strnad 
(Koln, 1996). 
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TOWARDS A GLOBAL HISTORY OF 
POLITICAL THEORY 
The Conference on 

"Political Thought in Global Perspective" 
Texas A&M University, 18-19 October 2002 

Takashi Shogimen 
Center for the History of European Discourses, 

University of Queensland 

The current trend towards globalization has demonstrated 
the pressing need for a cros&<:ultural understanding of 
humanity. Inter-cultural communication is taking place at 
multiple levels and in all human communities from 
neighborhood to global society. Unfortunately our inter
connectedness does not necessarily lead to utopia, but 
can generate political conflicts that jeopardize global 
peace and order. The tragic events of 11 September 2001 
and subsequent developments in particular throw into 
sharp relief the fact that on the globe there still are political 
ideas that remain utterly alien to the West Increasing 
mobility of population makes cultural and ethnic patterns 
of political and social interaction extremely complex in 
many countries and societies. But not only that, it 
multiplies the possibilities of miscommunication and 
magnifies the popular awareness of mutual difference 
between groups of differing cultures. Thus, maintaining 
diversity within unity is at the top of the agenda for many 
policy.makers. All the inhabitants of the global village 
cannot live their civic li..es without confronting alien 
political and social values. Today we are all required to 
appreciate non-Western political values and discourses 
that remain alive outside the Western world. 

Nonetheless, the study of the history of political thought in 
English-speaking universities anachronistically employs 
the Occident-centered approach, almost entirely confined 
to the Western intellectual tradition of Greco-Roman 
antiquity, medieval Latin Europe, modem Western Europe 
and the New World. Classroom instruction focuses on the 
development of quintessentially Occidental concepts such 
as democracy, rights, liberty and so forth. Likewise, the 
classic texts in the history of political thought designed 
and used for undergraduate and postgraduate courses 
address only ideas and authors associated with the West 
Consequently we have only spoken academically of the 
"political" in the language that the modem West invented, 
although political phenomenon can be obserwd 
universally. 
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Political theorists and intellectual historians, who are 
challenging this status quo by a cross-cultural 
investigation into the history of political thought, held a 
conference on "Political Thought in Global Perspective" at 
Texas A&M University on 18-19 October 2002, and 
intensively discussed research problems and pedagogical 
issues surrounding the emerging field of study. Chaired by 
Cary J. Naderman (Texas A&M), the conference featured 
(in the order of presentation) Takashi Shogimen "The 
Problem of Western Modem in the Comparative History of 
Political Thought A Japanese Perspective", James Wray 
Goulding (York, Canada) "Teaching East Asian Political 
Philosophy and Culture: A Phenomenological Approach", 
Sara Jordan (Texas A&M) "Comparing African Political 
Thought An Introductory Experience"; Richard Eaton 
(Univ. of Arizona) "Historicizing Globalization and 
Globalizing History'; Fred Dallmayr (Notre Dame) "Political 
Theory in Global Perspective: What It Is and To Do Ir; 
Antony Black (Dundee) "Political Theologies in the First 
Literate Cultures: Evolutionarily Stable Strategies"; and 
Anthony Parel (Calgary) "Mahatma Gandhi and 
Comparative Political Philosophy'. 

This 'border-crossing' will redefine the scope of the history 
of political thought, break through the Occidenk:entered 
conceptualization of politics, and explore the truly 
universal truth about the political. Such an endeavor will 
hopefully lay a solid historical foundation for our search for 
the "global" common good. 

Polit1ca1 Thou9ht •n Global Pe~pe<11vl' 
OctolMr &S-H, 200:J 
Te••A•Nu~ 

..... Ac ........ h6141•• ~ 2111 

Friday October 18 

9:30a.m. 
Continental breakfast 

10:00a.m. 
Patricia A. Hurley (Head of Department, Texas A&M): 
Welcome Cary J. Naderman (Texas A&M): Introductions 
and Overview 

10:30 a.m. 
Takashi Shogimen (Toronto): "The Problem of Western 
Modernity and the Comparative History of Political 
Thought: A Japanese Perspective" 
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11:30 a.m. 
Lunch off campus (location TBA) 

1:00 p.m. 
James Wray Goulding (York): "Teaching East Asian 
Political Philosophy and Culture: A Phenomenological 
Approach" 

2:00p.m. 
Sara Jordan (Texas A&M): Comparing African Political 
Thought An Introductory Experience 

5:00p.m. 
Reception for Conference participants at home of Cary 
Nederman, 1409 Clement Court, College Station 

~0'18 
5h-Jv•1Mtt1 T~h: 
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CUSANUS' CONTEMPORARIES . 

(24) Tommaso Parentucelli (Pope Nicholas V) 
(1397·1455; pope 1447·1455) 

[This is the twenty.fourth article in a series in which 
Cusanus' contemporaries who were theologians, 
philosophers, politicians, church statesmen and other 
noteworthy figures are briefly discussed.] 

In his attractive, well-illustrated book on the medieval 
popes, The Medieval Papacy, the famous English 
medievalist, Geoffrey Barraclough, wrote on the reform of 
the Church in the late Middle Ages: 

And yet the close of the fifteenth and the beginning of 
the sixteenth centuries were an age of great religious 
zeal and seriousness. Martin V and Eugenius IV, and 
Eugenius's successor, Nicholas V (1447-55)-the 
best pope of the century- made some effort to give 
this new fervour a lead ... Nicholas V sent the great 
cardinal Nicholas of Gusa to lead reform in Germany, 
and in only two years, from 1451-1452, he made 
remarka~e progress -a real indication of what Rome 
might have achieved, had it only continued to support 
and guide the strong local mowments which were 
springing up throughout Europe, now that the 
propspect of general reform had crumbled. But after 
Nicholas V nothing was done. His successor, Pius II -
the famous humanist- Aeneas Silvius -was tepid and 
half-hearted, too much the cultured scholar to be the 
religious zealot After him all was sacrificed to the 
exigences of Italian territorial policy. 

In his judgment Barraclough seems a bit too harsh on Pius 
II. He could have taken into account the great burden of 
the Turkish expansion and threat to Christendom which, 
as we saw in an article in the previous issue, afflicted the 
mind of the Piccolomini pope. Compared with Pius II, how 
does Nicholas V, another humanist pope, look, and what 
is the difference between them? According to one com -
mentator, Nicholas Vis •a name never to be mentioned 
without reverence by every lover of letters.• 

Tommaso Parentucelli was born on November 15, 1397 at 
Sarzana, 16 km south-east of La Spezia in the Liguria 
region of Italy. Because both in the La Vita di Niccolo V 
of his friend and humanist Giannozzo Manetti (1396-1459) 
and the famous Vite di uomini illustri def secolo XV of 
Vespaciano da Bisticci ( 1421-1498) Parentucelli's 
birthplace was given as Pisa, it was often believed that he 
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came from Pisa, which is only about 59 km south of 
Sarzana. This question of whether he was born in Pisa or 
Sarzana divided scholars for some time, until in 1884 
Giovanni Sforza (1846-1922) argued strongly, on the 
basis of notarial documents he found in Sarzana, that 
T ommaso Parentucelli hailed from Sarzana. Recent 
research established his place of origin more clearly. On 
the occasion of the 600th anniversary of his birth in 1997 
at least two commemorative events were held at Sarzana. 
In this connection, it should be noted that many new 
books and articles on Nicholas V were published around 
1997, such as those by Casimiri Bonfigli (1997), Giuseppe 
L. Coluccia (1998), Anna Maria Corbo (1998), F.-Banti E. 
Franchini (1998) and Massimo Miglio (1998). 

Tommaso's father, Bartolomeo, was a not wealthy, but 
skillful surgeon (chirurgo) who, according to Vespacioano 
da Bisticci, died when Tommaso was nine years old, but 
who recent writers like Bonfigli and Coluccia say died 
perhaps in November 1400 in a plague at Lucca, leaving 
an infant son Tommaso. This is one of the aspects of 
Tommaso' life which, like his birthplace, will be cleared up 
eventually. Bartolomeo's wife, Andreola (d. 1451), mar
ried T omrnaso Calandrino one year after the husband's 
death. Because of Calandrino's several children by previ
ous marriage, the young Tommaso experienced poverty 
and hard times in childhood. The step-father was not able 
or willing to support Tommaso's education. Tommaso 
was, as Ludwig Pastor, the learned historian of the 
Papacy, put it, "entirely dependent on his exertions." 
Because he was anxious to learn, he acquired excellent 
knowledge of grammar and Latin by the time he was six
teen. To follow the general outline ofVespaciano's chro
nok>gy, he then left for Bologna and studied there, until in 
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1418 he obtained a Master of Arts degree. But the eccr 
nomic conditions of the family made it necessary for him 
to discontinue his studies. Fortunately he found a position 
as tutor in the two wealthy Florentine families, first at the 
Rinaldo degli Albizzi family and then later at the Palla de' 
Strozzis. He worked for the families in Florence for two 
years altogether and was strongly influenced by the 
humanistic and artistic culture and atmosphere of the city. 

After returning to the University of Bologna and obtaining 
the Doctor of Theology degree at the age of twenty two, 
T ommaso Parentucelli entered in 1422 the service of 
Niccolo Albergati (1357-1433), who was the Bishop of 
Bologna (1417-1426). Three years later. he was ordained 
priest Then for 20 years he worked faithfully for the 
bishop and later a cardinal, who was widely known for his 
sain~y character. VVhen Bishop Albergati went on various 
legatine missions to France and Lombardy, Parentucelli 
accompanied his patron. After the elevation of Albergati to 
the purple in 1426, he went to Rome with the new cardinal 
and then to Florence, following the migration of the Papal 
Court to the city. These ecclesiastical and diplomatic ex
periences gave Parentucelli maturity and wisdom. When 
Albergati died at Siena on May 9, 1443, Pope Eugenius N 
(1431-1447), a new, more powerful patron, named 
Parentucelli Bishop of Bologna on November 27, 1444, 
but because the city was in a state of revol~ his entry was 
barred. Instead the Pope, having found enough proof of 
Parentucelli's skills in diplomatic affairs, entrusted him with 
important missions in Italy and Germany. Because he suc
ceeded in breaking up the League of the German Electors 
which constituted a serious threat to Rome, Parentucelli 
was awarded by a cardinal's hat in December 1446. 
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On February 23, 1447, Eugenius IV died. Parentucelli, 
who had only recently become a cardinal, was chosen to 
deliver a funeral oration. "The oration was spoken with 
great dignity and eloquence,· reported Vespaciano da 
Bisticci, "and gave such great satisfaction to all the 
College, and to the others present that it moved the 
cardinals to make him Pope ... : The eighteen cardinals 
who entered the conclave at the Dominican monastery of 
S. Maria sopra Minerva on March 41 1447 unanimously 
elected Parentucelli Pope at the third scrutiny on the 
second day. Neither of the two influential Italian families, 
the Colonnas and the Orsinis, could produce a pope. The 
Spanish cardinal, Juan de Carvajal (c. 1400-1469), who 
was looked upon as the most eminent of the Sacred 
College of Cardinals and who was generally believed to 
be the next pope, was also passed over. This meant that 
in the course of three years 

Parentucelli was quickly made Bishop, Cardinal and Pope. 
And yet the general reception of the new pope, who took 
the style of Nicholas V in memory of his long-time patron, 
was favorable and receptive. It was known that he was a 
man of integrity and peace who would work for the 
settlement not only of many issues in the Church that had 
arisen as a result of the Great Schism (1378-1417) and 
the Councils of Constance (1414-1418) and Basel (1431-
1449), but also of knotty political disputes and problems 
among the rising nations in Europe. Pastor described the 
new Pope as follows: 
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His disposition was lively, impatient, and hasty; he 
was extremely exact in all he did, and expected to be 
understood at a glance .. . He was wont to speak 
much and rapidly, and dispensed with all irksome 
ceremony. Dissimulation and hypocrisy were hateful 
to his open-hearted nature. He was affable, obliging, 
and cheerful; he showed himself to the people more 
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frequently than Eugenius had done, and gave 
audiences at all hours of the day ... Alike as Bishop, 
Cardinal, and Pope, he was so kind and affable to all 
comers that no one went away unsatisfied. He loved 
peace; probably no prince of the time had so 
profound a horror of war. 

Demonstrating his diplomatic skill, Nicholas V quickly 
came to a settlement with King Alt>nso V [Alfonso the 
Magnanimous] of Naples (1443-1458) who had become a 
threat to the Papacy under Eugenius IV. He then 
succeeded in concluding the Concordat of Vienna on 
February 17, 1448 with King Frederick Ill (1440-1493) and 
the princes of Germany, who had adopted the position of 
neutrality between the Pope and the Council. The 
concordat strengthened the papal position greatly in 
relation to the imperial Electors and princes and 
guaranteed the Church's autonomy and strength for some 
time to come. The marriage of Frederick Ill to Leonora of 
Portugal in Rome on March 16, 1452 and the imperial 
coronation of Frederick Ill on March 19 by Nicholas V, in 
which the humanist Aeneas Sylvius Piccolomini, then 
Frederick II l's imperial chancery writer and later Pope Pius 
II (1458-1464), played an important role, further 
strengthened a strong tie between the Papacy and the 
Empire. Looking at the ecclesiastical side, we note that 
after Frederick Ill withdrew safe conducts from the rump 
Council of Basel, it moved to Lausanne in 1448. Then 
Nicholas V agreed to generous conditions for its 
dissolution, accepting the resignation of antipope Felix V 
(1439-1449) on April 7, 1449. Four days later the rump 
council recognized Nicholas Vas the legitimate pope and 
dissolved itself. Thus Nicholas V was able to solve not 
only serious political problems, but also grave 
eccesiastical ones that had shaken and challenged the 
role and position of the Papacy in the fifteenth century. 

On January 19, 1449, in the presence of the assembled 
cardinals, Nicholas V solemnly announced a Jubilee for 
the following year as the symbol of the cessation of the 
Schism and the restoration of the papal authority. To 
quote from Pastor once more, 

The •golden year" opened on the Christmas Day of 
1449. The concourse was immense. Then began a 
pilgrimage of the nations to the Eternal City, like that 
which had taken place a century before. All the 
miseries of recent years, the bereavements which war 
and plague had wrought the manifest tokens of 
Divine wrath, were a call to serious reflection and self
examination. 
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A little later, Pastor adds: 

The terrible calamities through which they had just 
passed had touched the hearts of many, and turned 
them from earthly to heavenly things; and awakened 
a spirit of devotion. Moreover, the personal affability 
of the Pope may have induced many to undertake the 
long and difficult journey. 

Aeneas Sytvius Piccolomini's estimate that about 40,000 
pilgrims arrived in Rane daily could not have been an 
exact one, but the number was tremendous. No doubt one 
of the most important attractions of this Jubilee was the 
canonization on May 24 of St. Bernardino of Siena (1380-
1444), one of the most popular saints in Italian history. AA 
outbreak of plague forced the Pope to retreat to Castle 
Fabriano and to stay away from Rome from June 18 to 
October 25. The number of pilgrims to Rome dropped in 
June, July and August. After the Pope's return, the 
pilgrims poured in again and another peak was reached in 
November. Giannozzo Manetti reported that an eye
witness likened the thronging multitudes of pilgrims to a 
flight of starlings and a swarm of ants. But a catastrophic 
traffic accident occurred just before Christmas, on 
Saturday, Decanber 19, on the Ponte Sant'Angelo in 
which more than 172 pilgrims were pushed into the Tiber 
or trodden under foot when they came into contact with 
some horses and mules, which had taken fright. This 
caused a nervous depression in Nicholas V. 

On the basis of his study of the petitions submitted to the 
Papal Penitentiary during the Jubilees of 1450and1475, 
Ludwig Schmugge concluded that the number of pilgrims 
in 1450 from France and Germany, two major countries of 
origin, was at least three times larger than that of 1475 
and that the number of the Jubilee indulgences granted or 
sold to the pilgrims was extraordinarily large. The petitions 
for the remission of the De defectu natalium and De 
diversis formis shot up. Needless to say, immense sums 
of money poured into Rome during the Jubilee. It is clear 
that the Holy Year of 1450 was an especially successful 
one in the history of the Church. 

It is difficult to ascertain when T ommaso Parentucelli first 
came to know about or met Nicholas of Cusa (1401-1464). 
Because Cardinal Albergati of Bologna, together with 
Parentucelli, attended the Council of Basel in 1432, 1434 
and 1436 as legate of Eugenius IV, Cusanus might have 
met the future pope there. It is also known that Albergati 
and Cusanus, together with John ofTorquemada (1388-
1468), attended the Diet of Nuremberg in October 1438 
and defended the pope against the representatives of the 
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council. This was another chance for their possible 
encounter. By the time Eugenius IV created Cusanus a 
cardinal in petto, probably on December 20, 1446, 
Cusanus was undoubtedly well known to the members of 
the Curia. Then it was Nicholas V who actually promoted 
Cusanus to the cardinalate on December 20, 1448. Both 
were men of learning, piety, devotion and commitment to 
the Church with great interest in collecting manuscripts. 

As special legates in commemoration of the Jubilee, 
Nicholas V sent Cardinal Nicolaus Cusanus to Germany 
and the Low Countries in December 1450, Cardinal 
Guillaume d'Estouteville (1403-1483) to France in August 
1451, and the famous Dominican friar and preacher 
Giovanni Capistrano (1386-1456) to Bohemia, Hungary 
and Poland. Cardinal Cusanus left Rome on the last day 
of 1450 to proclaim the Jubilee, offer indulgencies to those 
who could not visit Rome during the privileged season, 
and to reform monasteries and the clergy in the regions he 
visited. Until his return to Bressanone (Brixen) in April 
1452, Cusanus' trip lasted 16 months and extended to 
about 4,500 km. During his long legatine journey, Nicholas 
V took great interest in Cusanus' activities. 

NICCOLO V 

1447 1455 

Pastor published three "unpublished documents and 
extracts from archives" which were sent by the Pope to 
the legate in 1450and1451. In the Acta Cusana, I, 2-3a, 
which cover the period from May 17, 1437 to March 1452, 
eighteen extant letters from Nicholas V to Cusanus are 
edited and published. They show the close relationship 
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these men had despite the rough, difficult and changing 
times through which they were living. The number of the 
letters or documents which were written and sent by the 
Pope to Cusanus between January and April 1451 on his 
legatine journey and which can be found in the Acta is 
altogether eleven. In his letter of August 13, 1451, the 
Pope named Cusanus legate to England, but Cusanus 
never could visit the country. 

It is well known that Nicholas V had a special passion for 
books and buildings. According to Vespaciano da Bisticci, 
he is supposed to have said: if he had wealth, he would 
spend it on two things - books and buiklings. Since child
hood, he showed considerable talent for collecting manu
scripts. Wherever he went he looked for new manuscripts. 

Autograph of Nicholas V 

On the legatine journeys with Cardinal Albergati, either in 
France or in Germany, he made new discoveries, and he 
enriched his manuscripts with marginal notes written in 
beautiful handwriting, which was admired widely. His 
agents searched for rare codices in many countries, and a 
large number of copyists was used to multiply them. The 
future founder of the Vatican Library was no doubt one of 
the best connoisseurs of his day. 

Although it was the design of Nicholas V, as he said in his 
famous letter of 1451 to Enoch of Ascoli, to found a library 
at St. Pete~s not only for the clergymen, but also "for the 
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common convenience of the learned,• he left it unfinished 
due to his death in 1455. But he is usually regarded as 
the first "founder" of the Vatican Library. According to the 
late Father Leonard E. Boyle (1923-1999), 0.P., the 
former Prefect of the Vatican Library, Pope Sixtus IV 
(1471-1484), who is often regarded as the "second" or 
"real" founder of the library, inherited "from Nicholas a 
large library of some 1, 100 codices in Nicholas's Latin and 
Greek libraries, not to speak of the unrecorded contents of 
the Bib/iotheca secreta or papal library proper." There 
were 807 manuscripts in Nicholas' Bibliotheca latina and 
353 in the Bibliotheca graeca. Nicholas V made Giovanni 
Tortelli (1400-1466) his librarian and went on to collect the 
works not only of a spiritual nature, but also of pagan 
literary and historical contents. Vespaciano da Bisticci 
mentions that the library had the Iliad of Homer, the De 
situ orbis of Strabo translated by Guarino da Verona, 
Herodotus and Thucydides translated by Lorenzo Valla, 
Xenophon and Diodorus by Poggio Bracciolini, Polybius 
by Niccolo Perotti, the works of Philo Judaeus, the works 
of Plato done by George of T rebizond, Aristotle's works 
and others. Among sacred writings, he mentions the 
works of Dionysius the Areopagite translated by Ambrogio 
Traversari, the works of St. Basil, St. Gregory of 
Nazianzus, St. John Chrysostom and many others. 
Vespaciano da Bisticci concludes by saying: "Pope 
Nicholas was the ornament and light of literature and of 
learned men .. . ." It should be noted that Nicholas had a 
special respect for St. Augustine. 

What did Nicholas V do in the area of building? According 
to Manetti, the Pope envisioned grandiose building and 
restoration projects both in Rome and in the towns of the 
papal territories, the scale of which had not been imagined 
since the age of Imperial Rome. Although a majority of 
architectural historians today dismiss Manetti's accounts 
either as inaccurate or as tremendously exaggerated, it is 
highly probable that the Pope knew the importance of 
displaying his political stance, both ecclesiastical and 
secular, through architectural and urban renewal projects 
in his state. His experience in architecture had started 
before he became Pope. In Bologna, when he was in the 
ser.ice of Bishop Albergati, for example, one of his 
assignments was to renew the city's Episcopal residence 
which stood in terrible shape. Vespaciano da Bisticci 
notes that Albergati gave T ommaso a commission to carry 
out the work and in a very short time the bishop's home 
was rebuilt from the foundation. 

When Nicholas was elected Pope in 1447, one of the 
problems he inherited from Eugenius IV was the action of 
the nobility in Rome in constantly seeking to negate the 
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papal power over the city. This was a result of the 
activities of Cola di Rienzo ( 1313-1354), the self. 
proclaimed "tribune of the sacred Roman republic.· On 
Pentecost Sunday in 1347, supported by the nobility, he 
presented to the public the recently discovered bronze 
tablets, lex romana, which alledegly attested the people's 
voluntary concesssion of power to the Emperor Vespasian 
(AD. 9-79). Cola had the tablets built into a wall of the 
Basilica of St. John Lateran, which was at that time the 
location of the Papal Palace. In 1381 the Society of San 
Salvatore at the Sancta Sanctorum, composed of 
members of the nobility, acquired jurisdiction over the area 
stretching from the Lateran to the Colosseum, and 
exercised economic privileges and tax remission for those 
who lived and conducted commerce there. 

In order to reestabUsh Papal supremacy over the nobility, 
Nicholas V moved the Apostolic See from St. John 
Lateran to St. Pete~s which, because it housed the Sainfs 
tomb, finally established the absolute image of the pontiff 
as the Vicar of Christ based on the Gospel of St. Matthew. 
At the same time he discarded his family coat of arms and 
symbolically assumed the two crossed keys of St. Peter. 
Like Eugenius IV, he believed that Christ had given the 
keys to Peter, not to the Church and, therefore, the Pope, 
not the council, should hold the keys. 

Manetti described Nicholas Vs efforts to transform the city 
into the indisputable capital of Christendom for the 
purpose of manifesting the legitimacy of the Pope's 
spiritual authority through architecture. According to 
Manetti, on his death bed Nicholas V explained: "Not for 
ambition, nor pomp, nor vainglory, nor fame, nor the 
eternal perpetuation of my name, but for the greater 
authority of the Roman Church and the greater dignity of 
the Apostolic See among all Christian peoples and the 
more certain avoidance of the usual persecutions we 
conceived such buildings in mind and spirit." It is clear, 
however, that Nicholas V was also interested in 
establishing absolute temporal power by means of 
architectural, urban projects. Manetti divided Nicholas Vs 
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building projects into two categories: those planned within 
the city and those to be constructed in other papal towns. 
He wrote that Nicholas V focused in his early reign on 
repairing fortifications, churches, aqueducts and bridges 
for the 1450 Jubilee Year and for the visit of Emperor 
Frederick Ill in 1452. During his later years, according to 
Manetti, the Pope was interested in the expansion of the 
Vatican Palace, in reorganizing the Borgo area lying 
between the Ponte Sant'Angelo and St. Peter's, and in 
replacing the old Constantine Basilica of St. Peter's by an 
entirely new structure. He also retained his attention to the 
building projects in the papal territories. 

Manetti accorded credit in this huge undertaking to 
Florentine sculptor/architect Bernardo Rosselino (1409-
1464} rather than to his fellow Florentine Leon Battista 
Alberti (1404-1472) who worked in the court of Nicholas V 
and was undoubtedly the most prominent architectural 
dilettante/connoisseur at his time. In 1452 Alberti had 
dedicated to the Pope his De re aedificatoria, the first 
architectural treatise in the Renaissance, which described 
principles of structure, style, proportion and meaning. 
Manetti wrote his Vita of Nicholas V immediately after the 
Pope's death in March 1455. It is easy to understand that 
in order to accord to the Pope personal responsibility and 
glory for these extensive projects and to reinforce his 
power, Manetti did not mention Alberti's name. However, 
the records of the Vatican Treasury during the reign of 
Nicholas V, which provide accurate evidence of what was 
actually carried out and who was involved in it, testify that 
none of the grandiose projects praised so hugeiy by 
Manetti actually took place and that Manetti exaggerated 
even the simplest restoration work as a glorious 
accomplishment of the dead Pope. Further, the records 
show that Rosse lino was involved in only two of the 
projects discussed by Manetti: the design of two hoists 
used in the last phase of constructing the Torre Grande in 
the Vatican and the restoration and renovation work of the 
Church of Santo Stefano Rotondo. 

Many architectural historians specializing in fifteenth
century Italy believe that Alberti was not involved in any of 
the ccnstructed projects of Nicholas V. According to the 
records of the Vatican Treasury, mentioned above, it is 
unlikely that there was a project which specifically needed 
his advice. Moreover, Alberti's relationship with the Pope 
could not have been smooth. They did not share the same 
political ideology. Nicholas V was pursuing the establish
ment of a "pope-king" state, while Alberti drew a 
distinction between a "state• (natio) , an entity run by a 
tyrant/king and a "country" (patria), one administered by a 
republican government. In his De porcaria coniuratione 
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Alberti clearly showed sympathy for Stefano Porcari (?-
1453), the humanist, who thought that he could not do 
better than deliver his country from the hands of the 
prelates and restore the ancient republK:an form of 
government In his Momus Alberti discreetly disguised 
his severe criticism of the curia of Nicholas V. Thus 
Alberti would hardly have supported architectural or urban 
projects which were designed to glorify papal power. 

There is one document, however, which connects Alberti 
with Nicholas V's urban renewal plan. In his De 
temporibus suis, Pisan chronicler Mattia Palmieri ( d.1483) 
mentioned Nicholas Vs expansion of St. Peter's. 
According to him, the Pope, who had already laid the 
foundations and erected a wall of thirteen braccia, stopped 
the construction, which could have compared well with 
any great ancient building, because Alberti advised him to 
discard the project. In all, it is highly probable that Alberti 
was the inspiration for Nicholas V's vision of a new Rome, 
because there was nobody else who could provide images 
as erudite, intricate and profound as those described in 
both Manetti's biography of Nicholas V and Alberti's De re 
aedificatoria. 

For a Pope who followed a policy of pea:e, reconciliation 
and order, the year 1453 was a sad, disastrous one. In 
January the conspiracy of the republican Stefano Porcari 
on the life of Nicholas V was discovered. The execution of 
Porcari and his co-conspirators was not what the Pope 
had expecled. The sack of Constantinople on May 29 by 
the Turks was a great shock not only to the Pope but also 
to Christendom as a whole. Nicholas V tried to start a 
crusade in September, but he was unsuccessful. 
Weakened by gout, he died on March 24, 1455 and was 
buried in St Peter's. 

"All men of letters are under heavy obligation to Pope 
Nicolas for the favour he extended to them, and for the 
high estimation he gained for books and for writers every
where," wrote Vespaciano da Bisticci. But he must also 
be remembered, as Pastor said, for his "bloodless restor
ation of peace and order to the States of the Church .... • 
Some complaints were heard about his absence from 
Rome during the Jubilee Year, and his grand project 
Renovatio Romanae was criticized. _ Intelligent, well
educated and industrious as he was, he was not an 
original thinker. But, after describing the Pope's last 
moments as recorded in Book Ill of Manetti's Vita, 
Vespaciano affirmed that "(i)t is certainly a matter of 
wonder that, up to the last moment of his life, he never 
failed either in speech or in sanity of mind." 

June 2003 23 



American Cusanus Society Newsletter 
SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 

[Some of the books and artides cited below were not 
available to the authors. They are marked with an 
asterisk(j.] 

Acta Cusana: Que/fen zur Lebensgeschichte des 
Nikolaus von Kues, Band I Lieferung 2: 1437 Mai 17-
1450 Dezember 31, ed. Erich Meuthen, Hamburg: 
Felix Mainer Verlag, 1983; Band I Lieferung 3a: 1451 
Januar-September 5, ed. Erich Meuthen, Hamburg: 
Felix MeinerVerlag, 1996. 

Alberti, Leon Battista. Momus. Tr. by Sarah Knight. Latin 
text ed. by Virginia Brown and Sarah Knight. [The I 
T atti Renaissance Library, 8.1] Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press, 2003 

Barraclough, Geoffrey. The Medieval Papacy. London: 
Thames and Hudson, 1968. 

Bonati, Franco. Nicco/O V net sesto centenario delta 
nascita. Atti def Convegno intemazionale di studi, 
Sarzana, 8-10 ottobre 1998. Citta del Vaticano: 
Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, 2000. 

Bonfigli, Casimiro. Niccolo V: papa de/la rinascenza. 
[Saggi volume quinto]. Roma: Edizioni Anicia, 1997. 

*Cippolla, C. L'azione letteraria di Niccolo V net 
Rinascimento. Frosinone, 1900. 

Colu~ia, Giuseppe L. Niccolo V umanesta: papa e 
nformatore: Renovata politica e morale. Venezia: 
Marsilio Editori, 1998. 

Corbo, Anna Maria./ mestieri nella vita quotidiana al/a 
corte di Niccolo V (1447-1455). Roma: Edilazio, 1998. 

Creighton, Mandell. A History of the Papacy, Ill. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin, 1897. 

D'Amico, John F. Renaissance Humanism in Papal Rome: 
Humanists and Churchmen on the Eve of the 
Reformation. Baltimore/London: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1985. 

*De Rossi, 8. La vita di Niccolo papa, sciolata da' vincoli 
de/la menzogne e restituta al/a verita,. raziocinio 
istorico di Bonaventura De' Rossi, etc. Milano, 1716. 

Donati, Gemma. Pietro Odo da Montopoli e fa bibliotheca 
di Niccolo V. Roma: Roma nel Rinascimento, 2000. 

Ehler, Sidney Z. & Morrall, John B. Church and State 
Through the Centuries. Westminster, MD: The 
Newman Press, 1954. 

*Franchini, F .-Santi E. Niccolo V papa sarzanese. 
Sarzana, 1998. 

*Ferrando, V. Vita de/ papa Niccolo (Tommaso 
Parentucelli). Sarzana, 1929. 

Gill, Joseph, S.J. The Council of Florence. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1961. 

Volume XX, Number 1 

Grafton, Anthony, ed. Rome Reborn: The Vatican Ubrary 
and Renaissance Culture. Washington, D.C.: Library 
of Congress, 1993. 

Gregg, Florence Alden, tr. and Leona C. Gabel, introd. 
The Commentaries of Pius II in Smith College 
Studies in History, Vol. XXll, Nos. 1-2 (Oct. 1936-Jan. 
1937) (Northampton, Mass., 1937.) 

McManam on, John M., S.J. Funeral Oratory and the 
Cultural Ideas of Italian Humanism. Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 1989. 

Manetti, Giannozzo. Vita di Niccolo V. Tr. Anna Modigliani; 
intr. Massimo Miglio. Roma: Niutta, 1999. 

Manetti, Giannozzo. Vita Nicolai V summi pontificis. 
Roma: Roma nel Rinascimento, 1999. 

Manetti, Giannozzo. Vita Nicolai V summi pontificis de 
Giannozzo Manetti. Malaga: Universidad de Malaga, 
1995. 

Manfredi, Antonio. I codici latini di Niccolo V. [Studi e 
Testi, 359.] Citta del Vaticano: Bibliotheca Apostolica 
Vaticana, 1994. 

Memoirs of a Renaissance Pope: The Commentaries of 
Pius II: An Abridgment. New York: G.P. Putnam's 
Sons, 1959. 

*Neri, Antonio. Di Papa Niccolo Ve dei suoi chiari uomini 
de/la famiglia Parentucelli di Sarzana. Genoa, 1875. 

Niccolo V. Tommaso Parentucelli (Sarzana 1397-1997): 
VI Centenario de/la nascita, Testo de F. Bonati (con 
la collaborazione di Roberto Bernardini e di 
Gianfrancesco e Marta). Roma, 1997. 

Peri, Paolo. II parato di Niccolo VFirenze: Museo 
nationale dei Bargello, 1981 *Pleyer, K. Die Politik 
Nikolaus V. Diss. Stuttgart, 1927. 

*Sforza, Giovanni. La patria, la famiglio e la giovinezza di 
Nicolo V. Lucca, 1884; Papst Nikolaus V: Heimat, 
Familia undJugend. Innsbruck, 1887. 

Thomson, John AF. Popes and Princes 1417-1517: 
Politics and Policy in the Late Medieval Church. 
London: George Allen & Unwin, 1980. 

Trinkaus, Charles. The Scope of Renaissance Humanism. 
Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 1983. 

Venchi, lnnocenzo, Renate L. Colella, Arnold Nesselrath, 
Carlo Giantomassi and Donatella Zari, eds. Fra 
Angelico and the Chapel of Nicholas V. Vatican City 
State: Edizioni Musei Vaticane, 1999. 

Westfall, Carroll William. In This Most Perfect Paradise: 
Alberti, Nicholas V, and the Invention of Conscious 
Urban Planning in Rome, 1447-55. University Park: 
Penn State University Press, 1974. 

*Zanflli, D. II pontifice Niccolo Ved ii risorgimento de/le 
littere, de/le arti e de/le scienze in Italia. Roma, 1855. 

June 2003 24 



American Cusanus Society Newsletter 
Banker, James R. "Nicholas V (1437-1455)" in The Great 

Popes through History: An Encyclopedia, ed. Frank J. 
Coppa, Vol. I (Westport, Conn., 2002), 239-247. 

Battisti, E. "L'antichita in Nicol6 Ve l'iconografia della 
Capella Sistina" in II mondo antico def Rinascimento: 
Atti def convegno di Studi sul Rinascimento, 1956 
(Firenze, 1958), pp. 207-216. 

*Bertola, Maria. "Codici di Niccolo V perduti o dispersi" in 
Melangues Eugene Tisserant (Citta del Vaticano: 
Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, 1964). 

Bianca, C. ·11 pontificato di Niccol6 Ve i Padri delta 
Chiesa· in Umanesimo e Padri de/la Chiesa, s. 1 
(1997), 85-92. 

Boyle, LE. "Per la fondazione delta Biblioteca Vaticana• in 
A. Manfredi, I codici latini di Niccolo V (Citta del 
Vaticano: Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, 1994), pp. 
xiii-xvi. 

Boyle, L.E. "The Vatican Library" in Grafton, Rome 
Reborn: The Vatican Ubrary and Renaissance 
Culture (see above, p. 24), xi-xx. 

Burroughs, C. "Below the Angel: an Urbanistic Project in 
the Rome of Pope Nicholas V, •Journal of the 
Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, XV ( 1982), 94-12 4. 

Burroughs, C. "A Planned Myth and Myth of Planning: 
Nicholas V and Rome• in C. A. Ramsay, ed., Rome in 
the Renaissance: The City and the Myth (New York, 
1982), pp. 197-207. 

Dehio, G. "Die projekte Nikolaus des Funften und L.B. 
Alberti,· Repertorium filr Kunstwissenschaft, Ill 
(1880), 241-275. 

Dykmans, Marc. "Le ceremonial de Nicolas V, • Revue 
d'Histoire Ecclesiastique, 63 (1968), 365-487; 785-
825. 

*Frediani, I. "Niccolo V Som mo Pontefica• in Memoria 
lstoriche di piu uomini illustri pisani, T omo IV (Pisa 
MDCCXCII), 207-289. 

Gill, J. "Nicholas V, Pope" in New Catholic Encyclopedia, 
Second Edition, Vol. 10 (Washington, D.C., 2003), 
368-369. 

Goldbrunner, H. "<Quamcumque elegerit Dominus, ipse 
sanctus erit>. Zur Leichenrede des Jean Jouffroy auf 
Nikolaus V," Quellen und Forschungen aus 
italienischen Bib/iotheken und Archiven, 64 (1984), 
385-396. 

Mack, Charles Randall. "Bernardo Rossellino, L.B. Alberti 
and the Rome of Pope Nicholas v; Southeastern 
College Art Conference Review, X, 2 (Spring 1982), 
60-69. 

Magnuson, Torgel. "The Project of Nicholas V for 
Rebuilding the Borgo Leonino in Rome,• The M 
Bulletin, XXXVI (1954). 89-115. 

Volume XX, Number 1 

Mancini, G. "Giovanni Tortelli cooperatore di Niccol6 V nel 
fondare la Biblioteca Vaticana, con una appendice di 
G. Mercati," Archivio storico italiano, 7812 (1920), 
161-282. 

Manfredi, Antonio. "Codici di Tito Livio nella Biblioteca di 
Niccol6 V" in Italia Medievale de Umanistica, 34 
(1991), 277-292. 

Miglio, Massimo. "II giubileo di Nicolo \fin La storia dei 
Giubilei, vol. 2 (Firenze, 1998}, 56-73. 

Miglio, M. "Niccolo V umanista di Cristo." Umanesimo e 
Padri de/la Chiesa, s. 1 (1997), 77-83. 

Onofri, Laura. "Sacralita, immaginazione e proposta 
politiche: la vita di Niccol6 V di Giannozzo Manetti," 
Humanistica Lovaniensia, 28 (1979), 27-77. 

*Pagnotti, Francesco. "La vita di Niccolo V scritta da 
Giannozzo Manetti," Archivio Soc. Rom de Storia 
Patria, XIV (1981), 422ff. 

Rossi, L. "Niccol6 Ve la potenze d'ltalia nel magio 1447 al 
dicembre 1451," Revista di scienze storiche, 3 (1906), 
241-262; 4 (1907), 392-491. 

Simoncine, S. "Roma come Gerusalemme celeste nel 
Giubileo del 1450. La Renovatio di Nicol6 Ve ii 
Momus di Leon Battista Alberti" in Le due Rome de/ 
Quattrocento (Rome, 1997), pp. 322-345. 

Strnad, Alfred A. "Nikolaus V., Papst (1447-1455)" in 
Theologische RealenzyklopMie, XXIV (Berlin-NY, 
1994), 543-548. 

Tafuri, Manfredo. <Gives esse non licere>. La Roma di 
Niccolo V e Leon Battista Alberti: elementi per una 
revisione storiografia" in Westfall, In this most perfed 
paradise (see above, pp. 24, 25), pp. 13-39. 

Tafuri. Manfredo. "'Gives esse non licere': The Rome of 
Nicholas V and Leon Battista Alberti: Elements 
toward a Historival Revision,• trans. Stephen 
Sartarelli, HaNard Architedure Review, VI (1987), 61-
76. [A revision of the introduction to the Italian edition 
of Westfall, In this Most Perfect Paradise (see Tafuri 
and Westfall above.)] 

Toews, John B. "Formative Forces in the Pontificate of 
Nicholas V, 1447-1455," Catholic Historical Review, 
LIV, 2 (1968), 261-284. 

Toews, John B. "Pope Eugenius IV and the Concordat of 
Vienna (1448): kt Interpretation,· Church History, 
XXXIV (1965), 178-194. 

Vasoli, C. "Profilo di un papa umanista: Tommaso 
Parentucelli" in Studi sul Rinascimento, Manduria 
(1968), pp. 69-121 . 

Vespaciano da Bisticci. "Vita di Niccolo V papa" in Vite di 
uomini illustri de/ secolo XV, ed. A. Mae (Firenze, 
1959), pp. 20-48. 

June 2003 25 



American Cusanus Society Newsletter 
Watanabe, Morimichi. "Frederick Ill (1415-1493)," 

American Cusanus Society Newsletter, XI, 2 
(December, 1994), 13-18. 

Wieruszowski, Helene. •Jacob Burckhardt ( 1818-1891) 
and Vespaciano da Bisticci (1422-1498)" in 
Philosophy and Humanism: Renaissance Essays in 
Honor of Paul Oskar Kristel/er, ed. Edward P. 
Mahoney (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1976), pp. 387-405. 

Morimichi Watanabe, 
Long Island University 

IL Kim, 
Columbia University 

• • 

Porta Nigra, Trier 

• 0 ~::.Ml~l.'\. 
~ !.,....""'..,..,.~"" • § 
t s 
""'---n • 0 -
,.. ••••• .t • •• 

(Enlarged) 

Nicholas V receives books 

Volume XX, Number 1 June 2003 26 



American Cusanus -Society N·ewsletter 

RECENT AND FORTHCOMtNG BOOKS BY 
MEMBERS OF THE SOCJETY 

NICHOLAS OF CUSA 

Recently Published 

Schwaetzer, Har.aid, m Verbindung .mitKlaus Kremer. 
Nicolaus Cusanus. Perspektiven seiner Geistphilos~ 
lntemationale Tagung junger Cusanus-Forscherlnnen 
vom 24.-26. Mai 2002. fPhl1osophie iiiterdisziplinar, 6.J 
Regensburg: S. Roderer, 2003. 252 pp. 

Nicolaus Cusanus: 
Pcrspektiven seiner Gcistphilosophie 

lntcmW<>nalc: T:agung jungcr Cus:mw-Fol'$Chcrlnnen 

vom 24.-26. Mai 2002 

1111 lrulil\lt fut c..,.,..., ·Fon diung 
• da t:niwnit>t uod .kt ~>chm l'.al.ulti1 Tncr 

in \' m inJcini: m:t K!Ju. Rt.inhudt 
htn.us~bcn von 

11 :lft!d Schwaeucr 

Thurner, Martin, ed. Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen 
Deutschfand und Itafien. Beitr~ge eines deutsch
italienischen Symposiums in der ViHa Vigoni. 
{Veroffentlichungen des Grabmann-lnstututes zur 
Erforschung der mittelalterlichen TheologJe und 
Phtlosophie, Band 48}. Berlin: Akademie Verlag, 2002. 
691 pp. 

Volume XX. Number 1 

Nicolaus Cusanus 
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und Italien 
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Like K. Yamaki & Y. Yauchi, Kyoukai ni tatsu KuzantJStJ 
(Cusanus at the Threshold) (Tokyo, 2002), which was 
described: in the Newsletter, XIX, 2 {December 2002), 22, the 
above book edited by Thurner is based on the papers 
clettvered at one of the important symposia held in 2001 in 
commemoration of the 6th centenary of the birth of Nicolaus 
Cusanus. To show its richness and variety, the table of 
contents is reproduced below: 
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Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen Oeutsch1and und Italian' im 
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florentina 75 
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EINFLOSSE DER DEUTSCH~ UNO 

ITALIENISCHEN KUL TUR AUF CUSANUS 

Graziella Federici Vescovini. Cusanus und das 
wissenschaftliche Studium in Padua zu Beginn des 15. 
Jahrhundert 93 

Gregorio Piaia. Tra ii Fulgosio e ii Valla: La critica del 
Cusano alla Donatio 115 

Pasquale Arfe. Alberto Magno e Nicola Cusano interpreti 
dell' Asdepius 129 

Marlin Thurner. Die Philosophie der Gabe bei Meister 
Eckhart und Nikolaus Cusanus 153 

CUSANUS UNO HANDSCHRIFTEN· 
UNO BIBLIOTHEKSKULTUR 

DES 15. JAHRHUNDERT 

Hermann Schnarr. Friihe Beziehungen des Nikolaus von 
Kues zu italienischen Humanisten 187 

John Monfasani. Nicholas of Cusa, the Byzantines, and 
the Greek Language 215 

Maike Rotzoll. •Un certo vescovo da guelle parti ... : Die 
Cusanus-Handschriften in der Bibliothek des Medic~ 
Artztes Pierleno da Spoleto 253 

Leandro Perini. Niccolo da Cusa nello specchio delle sue 
edizioni. 289 

WIRKUNGEN DES CUSANUS AUF SEINE DEUTSCHEN 
UNO ITALIENISCHEN ZEITGENOSSEN 

Aldo Landi. Niccolo Cusano, rifomatore a Basilea 305 

Wilhelm Baum. Nikolaus von Kues und Enea Silvio 
Piccolomini - eine Humanistenfreundschaft? 315 

Luciana de Bemart. Cusano e l'archimedismo del 
Rinascimento. lbridazioni teoriche, eredita contese, 
sperimentazioni e polemiche nella matematica europea 
del XVI secolo 339 

Markus Enders. Unendlichkeit und All-Einheit. Zurn 
Unendlichkeits- gedanken in der philosophise hen 
Theologie des Cusanus 383 

Volume XX, Number 1 

CUSANUS UNO DIE ITALIENISCHE PHILOSOPHIE DES 15. 
JAHRHUNDERTS 

Giuseppe Girgenti. Due fonti neoplatoniche indirette di 
Cusano: Porfirio e Giamblico. 445 

Francesco Santi. Congetture su numero armonia e musica. 
Cusano e la trattatistica musicale italiana del suo tempo 463 

Alessandra Tarabochia Canavero. Nicola Cusano e Marsilio 
Ficino a caccia della sapienza 481 

Walter Andreas Euler. Die Religionsverstandnis von Cusanus 
und Ficino 511 

Paul Richard Blum. •Salva fide et pace". Religionsfrieden von 
Cusanus bis Campanella 527 

Harald Schwaetzer. "Semen universale •. Die Anthropologie 
bei Nikolaus von Kues und Giovanni Pico della Mirandola 555 

CUSANUS IN DER GESAMTPERSPEKTIVE 
DER DEUTSCH~TALIENISCHEN 

PHILOSOPHIE VOM SPATMITIELAL TER 
ZUR FROHNEUZEIT 

Walter Haug. Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen Meister Eckhart und 
Cristoforo Landino: Der Mensch als Schopfer und der Weg zu 
G~ m 
Mauro Falcori. Cusano e Bruno: Considerazioni al margine de 
Aspekte der Epochenschwelle 601 

Stephan Meier-Oeser. Die Cusanus-Rezeption im deutschen 
Renaissancehumanismus 617 

Hans Gerhard Senger. Nichtwissen als Wissensform. 
lgnoranz-kompensazionen von Petrarca bis Erasmus 633 

******* 

The articles listed above are included separately in the 
•Articles, Nicholas of Cusa· section of the Bibliography at the 
end of the present issue. For a recent discussion on the 
symposium, see Johannes Helmrath, 'Nicolaus Cusanus 
zwischen Deutschland und Italian,• Recherches des Theologie 
et Philosophie medievale, LXIX, 1 (2002), 215-224 (cf. p. 37 
below.) 
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Yamaki, Kazuhiko and Yoshiaki Yauchi, tr. L. Hagemann, 
Kirisutokyo to lsuramu(Ludwig Hagemann, Christentum 
contra Islam. Eine Geschichte der gescheiterter 
Beziehungen, 1999). Tokyo: Chisensha, 2003. xviii, 
199+54 pp. ¥3,000+tax. 
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Others 

Crowner, David and Gerald Christianson, ed., tr. & introd. The 
Spirituality of the German Awakening. [Classics of Western 
Spirituality.] Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 2003. 464 pp. 
$39.95; $27.95. 
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FORTHCOMING 

Nicholas of Cusa 

lzbicki, Thomas M., Gerald Christianson and Christopher M. 
Bellitto, eds. Introducing Nicholas of Gusa: A Guide to a 
Renaissance Man. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, May 2004 
(expected). 

Nicolai de Gusa opera omnia, Volumen Xlll/3: Sermones Ill, 
Fasciculus 3. Sermones CLXl-CLXXV. Ed. by Silvia Donati, 
Isabelle Mandrella and Harald Schwaetzer. Hamburg: Felix 
Meiner Verlag, 2003. 

Nicolai de Gusa opera omnia, Volumen XIX/4: Sermones IV, 
Fasciculus 4. Sermones CCXI.VI-CCLVII. Ed. by Heide D. 
Riemann and Isabelle Mandrella. Hamburg: Felix Meiner 
Verlag, 2003. 

* SPECIAL MENTION * 

Yauchi, Yoshiaki, ed. Shuudouin Shingaku (Monastic 
Theology) [Corpus fontium mentis medii aevi, 10]. Tokyo: 
Heibonsha, 1997. 727 pp. 

[The works of Johannes Fiscannensis, Lanfrancus 
Cantuariensis, Anselmus Cantuariensis, Eadmerus 
Cantuariensis, Rupertus Tuitiensis, Ordo Cisterciensis, 
Guerricus lgniacensis, Guigo I, Wilhelmus Sancti Theodorici, 
Bernardus Claravallensis, Anselmus Havelbergensis, Isaac de 
Stella and Aelredus Rievallensis are translated into Japanese. 
Although the book was not 'recently" published, it is listed here 
because its editor kindly gave a copy to the Editor in 
Kalamazoo during the International Congress in May 2003.] 
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ANOTHER RECENT BOOK 
ON NICHOLAS OF CUSA 

Gestrich, Helmut, Klaus Kremer and Alfred Kaiser. 600 
Jahre Nikolaus von Kues 1401 2001. Trier: Paulinus 
Vertag GmbH, 2003. 132 pp. [The book is a collection of 
some historical documents, but also events, scenes and 
others about the sixth centenary of the birth of Nicholas of 
Cusa that took place mostly in Bernkastel-kues and 
elsewhere in Germany.] 
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SELECTED RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
We would be pleased to receive from members and 
friends offprints of their newly published articles. We shall 
not only list them in the bibliographical section of the 
Newsletter, but also add them to a sizable number of 
articles which the Editor already has. He wishes to donate 
in the future the collection and other materials on Cusanus 
to a suitable institution where they can become the 
nucleus of a Cusanus library. Naturally, we also welcome 
new books and other publications by our members and 
friends that are related to Cusanus and his times. 

The Editor wishes to thank those members and friends 
who have kindly sent him their recent publications. It 
should be noted that the following selection includes 
books and articles by our members that are not directly 
related to Cusanus studies. 

Some books that were already listed in the previous 
issues of the Newsletter are included here again because 
they were recently reviewed in major scholarty journals. 
They are marked with an asterisk(*). 

The Editor wishes to emphasize that, thanks to the 
attention and care of our Special Advisor, Dr. Thomas M. 
lzbicki, many important books have gone into the following 
list of publications. 

PRIMARY SOURCES 
AND TRANSLATIONS 

Nicholas of Cusa 

Ministero per i Beni e le attivita culturali -Ministerium fur 
Kulturguter und Aktivitaten: Archivio di Stato di Bolzano
Staatsarchiv Bozen, ed., Nicolaus Cardinals Sancti Petri 
episcopus Brixinensis manu propria. Scritti autografi di 
Nicolo Cusano - Handschriften des Nicolaus Cusanus. 
Bozen, 2001. [Information kindly supplied by Dr. Martin 
Thurner of the Grabmann-lnstitut, Munchen.] 

Others 

Augustine. On the Trinity. Ed. Gareth Matthews. 
[Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought.] 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002. 
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Augustine. Political Writings. Ed. E. M. Atkins and R.J. 
Dodaro. [Cambridge Texts in the History of Political 
Thought.] Cambridge/NY: Cambridge University Press, 
2001. 1,299 pp. 

St. Bonaventure. ltinerarium Mentis in Deum. Eds .. 
Philotheus Boehner, O.F.M. and Zachary Hayes, O.F.M. 
St Bonaventure, NY: The Franciscan Institute, St 
Bonaventure University, 2002. 225 pp. $25.00 
(hardcover); $17.00 (paperback). 

Fudge, Thomas A. The Crusade Against Heretics in 
Bohemia, 1418-1437: Sources and Documents for the 
Hussite Crusade. [Crusade Texts in Translation.] 
Aldershot and Burtington: ~hgate Publishing, 2002. xxv, 
419 pp. $74.95. 

Heymericus de Campo. Opera selecta 1. Ed. R. Imbach 
and P. Ladner. (Spicilegium friburgense, 39.] Freiburg i. 
Br., 2001. 227 pp. 

Lullus, Raimundus. Das Buch Ober die Heilige Maria. 
Katalanisch-deutsch. Ed. Fernando Dominguez Reboiras. 
[Mystik in Geschichte und Gegenwart, 1, 19.] Stuttgart: 
frommann & holzboog, 2002. 420 pp. EUR 40,-. 

Miethke, Jurgen and Lorenz Weinrich, eds. and transs. 
Quellen zur Kirchenrefonn im Zeitalter der grossen 
Konzilien des 15. Jahrhunderts, 2: Die Konzi/ien von 
Pavia/Siena (1423'24), Basel (1431-1449) und 
Feffara!Florenz (143~ 1443). [Ausgewahlte Quellen zur 
deutschen Geschichte des Mittelalters, 38b.] Darmstadt: 
Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 2002. 310 pp. EUR 
132,-. 

REFERENCE BOOKS 
AND BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Fletcher, Stella. The Longman Companion to 
Renaissance Europe 1390-1530. [Longman Companions 
to History.] Hartow and New York: Longman, 2000. xiv, 
338. 

Kleinhenz, Christopher, ed. Medieval Italy: An 
Encyclopedia. [Routledge Encyclopedias of the Middle 
Ages, 8.] 2 vols. New York: Routledge, 2003. 2176 pp. 
$295.00. 
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Niermeyer, J.F. and C. Vand Kieft, rev. J.W.J. Burgers. 
Mediae Latinitatis Lexicon Minus. 2 vols. Leiden: Brill, 
2002. 1608 pp. EUR 210,-; $220.00. 

Parry, Ken et al., eds. The Blackwell Dictionary of Eastern 
Christianity. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1999. xxii, 581 
pp. £80.00; $87.95. [BR: Revue d'histoire ecc/esiastique, 
97, 3-4 (Juil.-Dec. 2002), 923-925 (Peter Van Deun).] 

Ruggiero, Guido, ed. A Companion to the Worlds of the 
Renaissance. [Blackwell Companions to European 
History.] Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 2002. xii, 562 pp. 
$124.95. 

Schulman, Jana K., ed. The Rise of the Medieval World, 
500-1300: A Biographical Dictionary. [The Great Cultural 
World of the Western World.] Westport, Conn./London: 
Greenwood Press, 2002. xxxv, 500 pp. $99.95. 

Van Riel, Gerd. "Eriugenian Studies 1995-2000" in James 
McEvoy and Michael Dunne, eds., History and 
Eschatology in John Scottus Eriugena and his Time 
(Leuven: University Press, 2002), pp. 611-636. 

BOOKS 

Nicholas of Cusa 

*lzbicki, Thomas M. and Christopher M. Bellitto, eds. 
Nicholas of Gusa and His Age: Intellect and Spiritualfty: 
Essays Dedicated to the Memory of F. Edward Cranz, 
Thomas P. Mc Tighe and Charles Trinkaus. Boston and 
Leiden: Brill Academic Publishers, 2002. xiv, 282 pp. 
$85. [Books Received: Renaissance Quarterly, LVI, 1 
(Spring 2003).] 

*Thurner, Martin. Gott als das offenbare Geheimnis nach 
Nikolaus von Kues. Berlin: Akademie Verlag, 2001. [BR: 
Recherches de Theologie et Philosophie medievales, 69, 
2 (2002), 425428 (A Speer); Philosophischer 
Literaturanzeiger, 56, 1 (2003), 1-4 (Ulli Roth).] 

Others 

Allen, Michael J.B. and Valery Rees, with Martin Davies. 
Marsilio Ficino: his Theology, his Philosophy, his Legacy. 
Leiden: Brill, 2002. xxii, 498 pp. EUR 116,-/US$ 135.00. 

Allen, Prudence, R.S.M. The Concept of Woman, Vol. 
Two: The Early Humanist Reformation, 1250-1500. 
Grand Rapids, Ml: William B. Eerdmans Publishing 
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Company, 2002. xxxiv, 1161 pp. [BR: Catholic Historical 
Review, LXXXIX, 1 (January 2003), 95-97 (Gareth B. 
Matthews).] 

Bainton, Roland H. and Delio Cantimori. The 
Correspondence of Roland H. Bainton and Delio 
Cantimori 1932-1966: An Enduring Friendship between 
Historians of Religious Toleration. Ed. John A Tedeschi. 
Florence: Leo S. Olschki, 2002. 314 pp. EUR 29.-. 

Ballweg, J. Konziliare oder pl3pstliche Ordensreform. 
Benedikt XII. und die Reformdiskussion im friihen 14. 
Jahrhundert. [Spatmittelalter und Reformation/Neue 
Reihe, 17.] TUbingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2001 . xiii, 400 pp. 

Bayer, Axel. Spa/tung der Christenheit: Das so-genannte 
morgenll3ndische Schisma von 1054. [Beihefte zum 
Archiv ffir Kulturgeschichte, 53.] Kain/Weimar/Wien: 
Schlau, 2002. vii, 274 pp. EUR 29.90. 

Berkey, Jonathan P. The Formation of Islam: Religion 
and Society in the Near East, 600-1800. [Themes in 
Islamic History, 2.] Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2002. 280 pp. $55.00; $20.00. 

Bianca, Concetta. Da Bisanzio a Roma. Studi di cardinale 
Bessarione. [RR inedita: Saggi, 15.] Roma: Roma nel 
Rinascimento, 1999. xii, 234 pp. 

*Black, Robert Humanism and Education in Medieval and 
Renaissance Italy: Tradition and Innovation in Latin 
Schools from the Twelfth to the Fifteenth Century. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001. xv, 489 
pp. £55.00; $80.00. [BR: Renaissance Quarterly, LV, 4 
(Winter 2002), 1382-1385 (Paul F. Grendler); Medium 
Aevum, LXXI, 2 (2002), 316-317 (Lodi Nauta).] 

Blanks, David R. and Michael Frasetto, eds. Western 
Views of Islam in Medieval and Early Modem Europe. 
New York: St. Martin's, 1999. xiii, 235 pp. $45.00. [BR: 
Church History, 72:1 (March 2003), 201-203 (Alberto 
Ferreira).] 

Blumenthal, Uta-Renate. Gregor VII. : Papst zwischen 
Canossa und Kirchenreform. Darmstadt: Primus, 2001 . 
xiii, 376 pp. [BR: Speculum, 78, 1 (January 2002), 140-
141 (Megan Maclaughlin).] 

Bowd, Stephen D. Reform before the Reformation: 
Vincenzo Querini and the Religious Renaissance in Italy. 
[Studies in Medieval and Reformation Thought, 87.] 
Leiden/Boston/Kain: Brill, 2002. xvi, 267 pp. $86.00. 

June 2003 32 



American Cusanus Society Newsletter 
Brown, Chris, Terry Nordin and Nicholas Rengger. 
International Relations in Polftical Thought. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2002. 630 pp. $85.00; 
$35.00. 

*Burr, David. The Spiritual Franciscans. From Protest to 
Persecution in the Century after Saint Francis. University 
Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2001. 427 
pp. [BR: Archivum Franciscanum Historicum, 95, 3-4 
(lulius-Decembre 2002), 440-445 (Damien Ruiz); English 
Historical Review, CXVlll, 475 (February 2003), 431-433 
(M. D. Lambert).) 

Canone, Eugenio, ed. Giordano Bruno 1548-1600. Mostra 
storico documentaria, Roma. Biblioteca Casanatense, 7 
giugno-30 settembre 2000. [Biblioteca Bibliografica 
Italians, 144.] Florence: Leo S. Olschki, 2000. xlixx, 233 
pp. [BR: Renaissance Quarterly, LVI, 1(Spring2003), 
185-187 (Hilary Gatti).) 

Cantor, Norman F. Inventing Norman Cantor: 
Confessions of a Medievalist. (Arizona Center for 
Medieval and Renaissance Studies.) Ithaca: Cornell 
University Press, 2003. 256 pp. $28.95. 

Cassirer, Toni. Mein Leben mit Ernst Cassirer. Preface 
by Peter Cassirer; list of E. Cassirer's works. Hamburg: 
Felix Meiner Verlag, 2002. 300 pp. EUR 28.-. 

Celenza, Christopher S. Piety and Pythagoras in 
Renaissance Florence: The Symbolum Nesianum. 
[Studies in the History of Christian Thought, C1 .] Leiden: 
Brill, 2001. xiii, 258 pp. $85.00. [BR: Catholic Historical 
Review, LXXXIX, 2 (April, 2003), 298-299 (Nancy 
Struever).) 

Copeland, Rita. Pedagogy, Intellectuals, and Dissent in 
the Later Middle Ages. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2001. 258 pp. $65.00. 

Corbo, Anna Maria. Pio II Piccolomini: un papa umanista 
(1458-1464). Roma: Edilazio, 2002. 175 pp. 

Crowner, David & Gerald Christianson, ed., tr. & introd. 
The Spirituality of the German Awakening. [Classics of 
Western Spirituality.) Mahwah, NJ.: Paulist Press, 2003. 
464 pp. $39.95; $27.95. 

Debby, Nirit Ben-Aryeb. Renaissance Florence in the 
Rhetoric of Two Popular Preachers: Giovanni Dominici 
(1356-1419) and Bernardino da Siena (1380-1444). [Late 
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Medieval and Early Modem Studies, 4.] Tumhou~ 
Belgium: Brepols Publishers, 2001. xii, 344 pp. $72.00. 

Deuser, Hermann and Michael Moxter. Rationalitlff der 
Religion und Kritik der Kulture: Hermann Cohen und Emst 
Cassirer. [Religion in der Moderne, 9.] Wurzburg: Echter, 
2002. 214 pp. 

Drews, Wolfram. Juden und Judentum bei Isidor von 
Sevilla. Studien zum Traktat, De fide catholica contra 
ludaeos. Berlin: Duncker & Humblot, 2001. 621 pp. EUR 
84,-. 

*Dunn, Marilyn. The Emergence of Monasticism: From 
the Desert Fathers in the Early Middle Ages. Oxford: 
Blackwell, 2000. viii, 280 pp. [BR: Revue d'histoire 
ecclesiastique, 97, 1(Janv.-Mars.2002), 190-196 
(Adalbert de Vogue).] 

Dyson, R.W. The Pilgrim City: Social and Political Ideas 
in the Writings of St Augustine of Hippo. Rochester, NY: 
Boydell & Brewer, 2002. 229 pp. $60.00. 

Field, Lester l., Jr. Uberty, Dominion, and the Two 
Swords: On the Origins of Western Political Theology 
(180-398). [Publications in Medieval Studies, 28.] Notre 
Dame, IN and London: University of Notre Dame Press, 
1998. xviii, 542 pp. $95.00. [BR: Speculum, 78, 2 (April 
2003), 501-502 (Francis Oakley).] 

Flasch, Kurt. Philosophie hat Geschichte. Band I: 
Historische Philosophie. Beschreibung einer Denkart. 
Frankfurt/Main: Vittorio Klostermann, 2003. 350 pp. EUR 
38,-; EUR 28,-. 

Fleming, Martha H., ed. The Late Medieval Pope 
Prophecies: The Genus nequam Group. [Medieval and 
Renaissance Texts and Studies, 204.) Tempe: Arizona 
Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Arizona 
State University, 1999. xi, 207 pp. $25.00. [BR: Catholic 
Historical Review, LXXXIX, 2 (April, 2003), 295-296 
(Richard K. Emmerson).] 

Flori, Jean. Gueffe sainte, jihad, croisade: Violence et 
religion dans le christianisme et /'Islam. Paris: Editions du 
Seuil, 2002. 342 pp. [BR: Catholic Historical Review, 
LXXXIX, 1 (January 2003), 92 (H.E.J. Cowdrey).] 

Gatti, Hilary, ed. Giordano Bruno: Philosopher of the 
Renaissance. Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing Limited, 
2002. 448 pp. $89.95. 
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Gersh, Stephen and Maarten, J.F.M., eds. The Platonic 
Tradition in the Middle Ages: A Ooxographic Approach. 
Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 2002. viii, 465 pp. 

Grafton, Anthony. Leon Baptista Alberti: Master Builder 
of the Italian Renaissance. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press, 2002. xii, 418 pp. $18.95. 

Grant, Edward. God and Reason in the Middle Ages. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001. ix, 397 
pp. 

*HAkansson, HAkan. Seeing the Won1: John Dee and 
Renaissance Occultism. [Ugglau Minervaserien, 2.) Lund: 
Lunds Universitet, 2001. 373 pp. $49.50. [BR: 
Renaissance Quarterly, LVI, 1 (Spring 2003), 194-196 
(Anthony Russell).] 

Harvey, Margaret The English in Rome, 1362-1420: 
Portrait of en Expatriate Commumity. [Cambridge Studies 
in Medieval Life and Thought, 4th ser., 45.] Cambridge, 
Eng.: Cambridge University Press, 1999. xiii, 278 pp. 
$59.95. [BR: Speculum, 78, 1(January2003), 191-193 
(Maiju Lehmijoki-Gardner).] 

Helmrath, Johannes et al., eds. Diffusion des 
Humanismus. Studien zur nationalen 
Geschichtsschreibung europ~ischer Humanisten. 
Gottingen: Wallstein Verlag, 2002. 464 pp. [Books 
Received: Renaissance Quarterly, LVI, 1 (Spring 2003), 
206.] 

Hilsch, Peter. Johannes Hus (um 1370-1415). Prediger 
Gottes und Ketzer. Regensburg: Verlag Friedrich Pustet, 
1999. 327 pp. [BR: Zeitschrift far Kirchengeschichte, 
113, 2 (2002), 269-270 (Karl Dunst).] 

Hlavacek, Ivan and Alexander Patschovsky. Reform von 
Kirche und Reich: zur Zeit der Konzilien von Konstanz 
(1414-1418) und Basel (1431-1449): Konstanz-Prager 
historisches Kol/oquium ( 11.-17. Oktober 1993). 
Konstanz: Universitatsverlag Konstanz, 1996. 225 pp. 

*Husband, Timothy, with Jules Chapius. The Treasury of 
Basel Cathedral. New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art; 
New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 2001 . xiv, 182 
pp. $45.00; Meles, Brigitte. Der Basler MDnsterscMtz. 
Basel: Historisches Museum Basel and Christoph Merian, 
2001 . 386 pp. [BR: Speculum, 78, 1 (April 2003), 525-
529 (Scott B. Montgomery).] 
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Kay, Richard. The Council of Bourges, 1225: A 
Documentary History. [Church, Faith and Culture in the 
Medieval West.} Brookfield, VT: Ashgate Publishing, 
2002. xxviii, 599 pp. $114.95. [BR: Catholic Historical 
Review, LXXX.IX, 2 (April, 2003), 293-294 (Brian Tierney); 
English Historical Review, CXVlll, 475 (February 2003), 
178-179 (Jean Bunbabin).] 

*Kleinschmidt, Harald. Understanding the Middle Ages: 
The Transformation of Ideas and Attitudes in the Medieval 
World. Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2000. xix, 401 
pp. £45.00. [BR: English Historical Review, CXVlll, 475 
(February 2003), 430-431 (John Marenbon).] 

Kraye, Jill A. Classical Traditions in Renaissance 
Philosophy. [Variorum Collected Studies Series, CS743.] 
Aldershot and Burlington: Ashgate Publishing Company, 
2002. x, 320 pp. $105. 95. [Books Received: 
Renaissance Quarterly, LVI, 1(Spring2003)]; [Brief 
Notices: Speculum, 78, 2 (April 2003), 649-650.) 

Lambert, Malcolm. Medieval Heresy: Popular Movements 
from the Gregorian Reform to the Reformation. 3rd. ed. 
Oxford and Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2002. ix, 491 pp. 

Leaman, Oliver. An Introduction to Classical Islamic 
Philosophy. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2001. 

Leff, Gordon. Heresy, Philosophy and Religion in the 
Medieval West. [Variorum Collected Studies Series, 
CS? 45.) Ald_ershot and Burlington: Ashgate Publishing 
Company, 2002. x, 334 pp. $105.95. 

Linehan, Peter. The Processes of Politics and the Rule of 
Law: Studies on the Iberian Kingdoms and Papal Rome in 
the Middle Ages. [Variorum Collected Studies Series, 
CS741 .] Aldershot and Burlington: Ashgate Publishing 
Company, 2002. 346 pp. $105.95. 

Mahdi, Muhsin S. Alfarabi and the Foundation of Islamic 
Political Philosophy. Foreword by Charles E. Butterworth. 
Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 2001 . 
xvii, 264 pp. $37.50. [BR: Speculum, 78, 2 (April 2003), 
566-568 (Mohammed Azadpur).] 

Marcotte, D., ed. Humanisme et culture geographique a 
l'epoque du Concil de Constance. Autour de Guillaume 
Fillastre. Actes du Colloquie de l'Universite de Reims, 18-
19 novembre 1999. [Terrarum Orbis, 3.] Turnhout: 
Brepols 2002/2003. 380 pp. EUR 65,-; $65.00. 
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Martin, John Jeffries, ed. The Renaissance: Italy and 
Abroad. London/New York: Routledge, 2003. xxii, 328 
pp. 

Menuge, Noel James. Medieval Women and the Law. 
Rochester, NY: Boydell & Brewer, 2000. 184 pp. 
$29.95;£16.99 (paper). 

*Mews, Constant J. The Lost Love Letters of Heloise and 
Abelard: Perspectives of Dialogue in Twelfth-Century 
France. Tr. Neville Chavaroli and ConstantJ. Mews. 
[The New Middle Ages.] New York: St Martin's Press, 
1999. xvii, 178 pp. $49.95. [BR: Speculum, 78, 2 (April 
2003), 572-574 (Michael Meckler).] 

Miethke, Jurgen. De potestate papae. Die plipstliche 
Amtskompetenz im Widerstreit der politischen Theorie 
von Aquin bis Wilhelm von Ockham. (Spatmittelalter und 
Reformation/Neue Reihe, 15.] Tiibingen: Mohr-Siebeck, 
2000. 347 pp. (BR: Zeitschrift far Kirchengeschichte, 113, 
3 (2002), 414415 (Sigrid Muller).]' 

Mormando, Franco. The Preacher's Demons: Bernardino 
of Siena and the Social Underworld of Early Renaissance 
Italy. Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 
1999. xvi, 364 pp. $29.00. [BR: Speculum, 78, 1 
(January 2003), 233-235 (Darleen Pryds).] 

Morris, Bridget. St. Brigitta of Sweden. [Studies in 
Medieval Mysticism, 1.] Rochester, NY: The Boydell 
Press, 1999. xiv, 202 pp. [BR: Catholic Historical 
Review, LXXXIX, 2 (April, 2003), 297-298 (Wendy Love 
Anderson).J 

*Nederman, Cary J. Worlds of Difference: European 
Discourses of Toleration, c. 1100-c. 1550. University 
Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2000. x, 
157 pp. $40.00; $18.95. [BR: Speculum, 78, 2 (April 
2003), 578-579 (James M. Powell).] 

Pradeau, Jean-Franyois. Plato and the City: A New 
Introduction to Plato's Political Thoughts. Tr. Janet Lloyd. 
Exeter, UK: University of Exeter Press, 2002. 176 pp. 
£45.00/£14.99; $45.00/$24.95. 

Raeder, Siegfried. Der Islam und das Christentum. Eine 
historische und theologische Einfiihrung. Neukuchen
Vluyn: Neukirchner, 2001. xviii, 284 pp. 

Ranff, Viki. Wege zu Wissen und Weisheit. Eine 
verborgene Philosophie bei Hildegard van Bingen. [Mystik 

Volume XX, Number 1 

in Geschichte und Gegenwart 1, 17.] Stuttgart 
frommann-holzboog, 2001. 443 pp. EUR 40,-. 

Rendina, Claudio. The Popes: Histories and Secrets. Tr. 
Paul D. McCusker. Santa Ana: Seven Locks Press, 2002. 
xvi, 641 pp. $19.95 (paper). 

Robertson, Ian. Tyranny under the Mantle of St Peter: 
Pope Paul II and Bologna. [Late Medieval and Early 
Modem Studies, 5.] Tumhout Brepols, 2002. x, 245 pp. 

Saffrey, H. 0. Le neop/atonisme apres Plotin. Paris: Vrin, 
2000. x, 318 pp. 230 FF. [BR: Revue philosophique de 
Louvain, No. 1-2 (Fevrier-Mai 2002), 251-253 (Isabella 
Martines).) 

*Schuchard, Christiane. Die papstlichen Kollektoren im 
spllfen Mittelalter. [Bibliothek des Deutschen Historischen 
lnstituts in Rom, 91.] Tiibingen: Max Niemeyer Verlag, 
2000. 430 pp. [BR: Zeitschrift far Kirchengeschichte, 
113, 2 (2002), 268-269 (Erich Meuthen).] 

*Simons, Walter. Cities of Ladies: Beguine Communities 
in the Medieval Low Countries, 1200-1565. [The Middle 
Ages Series.] Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 2001. xv, 335 pp. $65.00. (BR: Speculum, 78, 1 
(January 2003), 264-265 (Penelope D. Johnson).] 

Smahel, Frantisek. Die Hussitische Revolution. Ed. 
Alexander Palschowsky. Aus dem Tschechischen 
ubersetzt von Thomas Krzenck. 3 vols. [Monumenta 
Germaniae Historica, Schriften, 43.] Hannover: Hahnsche 
Buchhandlung. 2002.1, pp. xliv, 1-716; 2, pp. vi, 717-1496; 
3, pp. 1497-2286. EUR 180,-. 

Tanner, Norman P. The Councils of the Church: A Short 
History. New York: Crossroad, 2001. xi, 132 pp. 

Tellenbach, Gerd. Mittelalter und Gegenwart. Freiburg i. 
Br.: Verlag Karl Alber, 2002. 96 pp. EUR 29,-. 

Tolan, John V. Saracens: Islam in the Medieval 
European Imagination. New York: Columbia University 
Press, 2002. xxvi, 374 pp. $52.50; $22.50. 

Voegelin, Eric. Ordnung und Geschichte, Band 6: Platon. 
Ed. Dietmae Herz; trans. Veronika Weinberger. Munchen: 
Wilhelm Fink Verlag, 2002. 389 pp. EUR 34.90. 

Watt, D.E.R. Medieval Church Councils in Scotland. 
Edinburgh: T& T Clark, 2001 . xviii, 185 pp. [The German 
translation of the book appeared as: Die Konzilien in 
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Schott/and bis zur Reformation (Paderborn: F. SchOningh, 
2001), xiv, 195 pp.] 

Webb, Diana. Medieval European Pilgrimage, c. 700-
c.1500. [European Culture and Society.] Basingstoke, 
Engl. and New York: Palgrave, 2002. xviii, 201 pp. 
$69.95; $21.95. 

Wilks, Michael. Wye/if' Political Ideas and Practice: Ed. 
Anne Hudson. Oxford: Oxford Books, 2000. xvi, 272 pp. 
£14.95 (paperback). [BR: Speculum, 78, 1 (January 
2003), 290..293 (Andrew Cole).] 

*Winroth, Anders. The Making of Gratian's 'Decretum'. 
[Cambridge Studies in Medieval Life and Thought 4th 
ser., 49.J Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000. 
xvi, 245 pp. £40.00. (BR: Speculum, 78, 1 (January 
2003), 293-297 (Kenneth Pennington); English Historical 
Review, CXVlll, 475 (February 2003), 17 4-176 (Stanley 
Chodorow).) 

ARTICLES 

Nicholas of Cusa 

Anonymous. •Kurt Flaschs Darstellung der Philosophie 
des Nikolaus von Kues,• Information Philosophie, 2003, 2, 
80-88. 

Arfe, Pasquale. •Alberto Magno e Nicola Cusano 
interpreti dell'.4sclepius· in Thurner, Nicolaus Cusanus 
zwischen Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 129-151. 

Bakos, Tibor Gregor. "Thinking the other- Types of Late
Medieval Rationality" in Schwaetzer, Nicolaus Cusanus: 
Perspektiven (see above, p. 27), pp. 241-252. 

Baum, Wilhelm. •Nikolaus von Kues und Enea Silvio 
Piccolomini - eine Humanistenfreundschaft?" in Thurner, 
Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 
315-337. 

Bernart, Luciana de. "Cusano e l'archimedismo del 
Rinascimento. lbridazioni teoriche, eredita contese, 
sperimentazioni e polemiche nella matmatica europea del 
XVI secolo" in Thurner, Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen 
Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 339-381. 

Blum, Paul Richard. "'Salva fide et pace' Religionsfrieden 
von Cusanus bis Campanella" in Thurner, Nicolaus 
Cusanus zwischen Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 527-554. 

Volume XX, Number 1 

Boeken, Inigo. "Konjekturalitat und Subjektivitat" in 
Nikolaus Cusanus: Perspektiven, pp. 51-63. 

Buchel, Jochen. "Die Rezeption der figura pin der 
paracelsistischen Chem~edizin ( latochemie) des 17. 
Jahrhunderts" in Nicolaus Cusanus: Perspektiven, pp. 
177-200. 

Canavero, Alessandra Tarabochia. "Nicola Cusano e 
Marsilio Ficino a caccia della sapienza" in Thurner, 
Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 
481-509. 

Casarella, Peter. "Nicholas of Cusa, On Learned 
Ignorance (ca. 1440): Byzantine Light en route to a Distant 
Shore" in Jorge J.E. Garcia et al., eds., The Classics of 
Western Philosophy: A Reader's Guide (Oxford: Blackwell 
Publishing, 2003), pp. 183-189. 

Cuozzo, Gianluca. ·Mystice videre" in Nicolaus Cusanus: 
Perspektiven, pp. 163-176. 

D'Amico, Claudia. "El Principia Uno-lntelecto en Nicolas 
de Cusa: Una lectura de De Bery/lo y De principio" in 
Nicolaus Cusanus: Perspektiven, pp. 15-25. 

D'Amico, Claudia. ·oas Prinzip des 'Unum -lntellectus' bei 
Nikolaus von Kues: Ein Lektiire von De Bery/lo und De 
principio• in Nicolaus Cusanus: Perspektiven, pp. 25-33. 

Eisenkopf, Anke. "Die Beziehung von mens humans und 
Zeit bei Nikolaus von Kues vor antiken Hintergrund" in 
Nicolaus Cusanus: Perspektiven, pp. 95-116. 

Enders, Markus. "Unendlichkeit und Al~Einheit. Zurn 
Unendlichkeitsgedanken in der phillsophischen Theologie 
des Cusanus" in Thurner, Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen 
Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 383-441 . 

Euler, Walter Andreas. "Das Religionsverstandnis von 
Cusanus und Ficino• in Thurner, Nicolaus Cusanus 
zwischen Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 511-526. 

Falcioni, Mauro. "Cusano e Bruno: Considerazioni al 
margine de Aspekte der Epochenschwelle" in Thurner, 
Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 
601-615. 

Frost, Stefanie. 'Vie Meister Eckhart-Rezeption des 
Nikolaus von Kues" in Nicolaus Cusanus: Perspektiven, 
pp.149-162. 
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Girgenti, Giuseppe. "Due fonti neoplatoniche indirette di 
Cusano: Porfirio e Giamblico" in Thurner, Nicolaus 
Cusanus zwischen Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 445-461. 

Haug, Walter. "Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen Meister 
Eckhart und Cristoforo Landino: Der Mensch als SchOpfer 
und der Weg zu Gott" in Thurner, Nicolaus Cusanus 
zwischen Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 577-600. 

Helmrath, Johannes. "Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen 
Deutschland und Italian. Symposion aus Anlass des 600. 
Geburtstags des Nicolaus Cusanus (Nicc6 Cusano tra 
Germania e Italia. Centro ltalo-Tedesco Villa Vignoni, 
Loveno di Menaggio (Como) 28.3-1.4. 2001 ), • Recherches 
de Theologie et Philosophie medievales, LXIX, 1 (2002), 
215-224. 

Landi, Aldo. "Niccolo Cusano, riformatore a Basilea• in 
Thurner, Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen Deutsch/and und 
lta/ien, pp. 305-314. 

Mann, Jesse D. "Truth and Consequences: Juan de 
Segovia on Islam and Conciliarism, • Medieval 
Encounters: Jewish, Christian and Muslim Culture in 
Confluence and Dialogue, 8, 1 (2002), 79-90. 

Meier-Oeser, Stephan. "Die Cusanus-Rezeption im 
deutschen Renaissancehumanismus• in Thurner, Nicolaus 
Cusanus zwischen Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 617-632. 

Monfasani, John. "Nicholas of Cusa, the Byzantines, and 
the Greek Language• in Thurner, Nicolaus Cusanus 
zwischen Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 215-252. 

Moritz, Ame. "Specu/atio" in Nicolaus Cusanus: 
Perspektiven, pp. 201-212. 

O'Connell, Daniel P. "Satiare mentis desiderium: Visus 
mentis in the Late Writings of Nicolaus Cusanus• in 
Nicolaus Cusanus: Perspektiven, pp. 117-130. 

Perini, Leandro. "Niccolo da Cusa nello specchio delle 
sue edizioni" in Thurner, Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen 
Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 289-301 . 

Piaia, Gregorio. "Tra ii Fulgosio e ii Valla: La critica del 
Cusano alla Donatio" in Thurner, Nicolaus Cusanus 
zwischen Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 115-128. 

Reinhardt, Klaus and Harald Schwaetzer. "Vorwort• in 
Nicolaus Cusanus: Perspektiven, pp. 9-13. 

Volume X:X., Number 1 

Riedenauer, Markus. Geschitliche und kulturelle 
Relativierung der Religion bei Nikolaus Cusanus· in 
Nicolaus Cusanus: Perspektiven, pp. 35-50. 

Rotzoll, Maike. ••Un certo vescovo do quelle parti . . . 'Die 
Cusanus-Handschriften in der Bibliothek des Medic~ 
Arztes Pierleone da Spoleto• in Thurner, Nicolaus 
Cusanus zwischen Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 253-287. 

Santi, Francesco. "Congetture su numero armonia e 
musica. Cusanu e la trattatistica musicale italiana del suo 
tempo" in Thurner, Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen 
Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 463-479. 

Schnarr, Hermann. "Fruhe Bezeichnungen des Nikolaus · 
von Kues zu italienischen Humanismus· in Thurner, 
Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 
187-213. 

Schwaetzer, Harald. "'Semen universale'. Die 
Anthropologie bei Nikolaus von Kues und Giovanni Pico 
della Mirandola" in Thurner, Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen 
Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 555-574. 

Schwaetzer, Harald. 'Viva similitudo" in Nicolaus 
Cusanus: Perspektiven, pp. 79-94. 

Senger, Hans Gerhard. "Nichtwissen als Wissensform. 
lgnoranzkompensationen von Petrarca bis Erasmus· in 
Thurner, Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen Deutsch/and und 
ltalien, pp. 633-653. 

Strick, Simon. "Spiegel und Mauer• in Nicolaus Cusanus: 
Perspektiven, pp. 213-225. 

Thurner, Martin. "Die Philosophie der Gabe bei Meister 
Eckhart und Nikolaus Cusanus' in Thurner, Nicolaus 
Cusanus zwischen Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 153-184. 

Thurner, Martin. "tedesco di nazione ma non di costumi"? 
'Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen Deutschland und ltalien' im 
Spiegel der Forschung; "Bibliographie" in Thurner, 
Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen Deutsch/and und /ta/fen, pp. 
11-72. 

Treusch, Ulrike. "Nicolaus Cusanus und Aspekte 
monastischer Theologie" in Nicolaus Cusanus: 
Perspektiven, pp. 151-148. 

van der Meer, Matthieu. "Imago und participatio" in 
Nicolaus Cusanus: Perspektiven, pp. 65-77. 
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Vasoli, Cesare. "Niccolo Cusano e la cultura umanistica 
florentina" in Thurner, Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen 
Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 75-90. 

Vescovini, Graziella Federici. "Cusanus und das 
wissenschaftliche Studium in Padua zu Beginn des 15. 
Jahrhundert" in Thurner, Nicolaus Cusanus zwischen 
Deutsch/and und ltalien, pp. 93-113. 

Vijgen, Jurgen. "lmpliz~e Gotteserkenntnis bei Thomas 
von Aquin und Nikolaus von Kues· in Nicolaus Cusanus: 
Perspektiven, pp. 22.7-240. 

von Thi.ilen, Bodi!. "Die 'Revolution der Denkungsarf. 
Beobachtungen anhand von Texten zur Erkenntnislehre 
des Nikolaus von Kues und der Erkenntnistheorie 
Immanuel Kants, • Conceptus: Zeitschrift fiir Philosophie, 
38/1 (2000) nr. 82, 1-22. 

Others 

Aubert, R. "Jean de Raguse (Jean Stojkovic)" in 
Dictionnaire d'histoire et de geographie ecclesiastique, 27 
(2000), 489-491. 

Baumgartner, Frederic J. "'I Will Observe Absolute and 
Perpetual Secrecy': The Historical Background of the 
Rigid Secrecy Found in Papal Elections,· Catholic 
Historical Review, LXXXIX, 2 (April, 2003), 165-181. 

Black, Robert. "The Origins of Humanism, its Educational 
Context and its Early Development: A Review Article of 
Ronald Witt's In the Footsteps of the Ancients,· Vivarius, 
XL, 2 (2002), 272-297. 

Blythe, James E. "Aristotle's Politics and Ptolemy of 
Lucca,• Vivarium, XL, 1(2002),103-136. 

Chiaradonne, R. "Proclus et la theologie platonicienne, • 
Revue des sciences philosophiques et theologiques, 85. 2 
(Avril 2001 ), 287-298. 

Etzkorn, Girard J. "Ockham at Avignon: His Response to 
Critics," Franciscan Studies, 59 (2001 ), 9-19. 

Farinella, Alessandro G. "Giordano Bruno: Neoplatonism 
and the Wheel of Memory in the De Umbris ldearum, • 
Renaissance Quarterly, LV, 2 (Summer 2002), 596-624. 

Fli.ieler, Christoph. "Politischer Aristotelismus im 
Mittelalter: Einleitung," Vivarium, XL, 1 (2002), 1-13. [The 
article mentions on page 13 F.E. Cranz, Aristotelianism in 

Volume XX, Number 1 

Medieval Political Theory. A Study of the Reception of the 
Politics. Diss. Harvard Univ., 1938. (Masch.).] 

Helmrath, Johannes. ">Geistiich und werntiich< Zur 
Beziehung von Konzilien und Reichsversammlungen im 
15. Jahrhundert" in Deutscher KOnigshof, Hoftag und 
Reichstag im spMeren Mittelalter, ed. Peter Moraw: 
Vortrage und Forschungen, Band XL VIII (Stuttgart: Jan 
Thorbecke Verlag, 2002), 477-517. 

Helmrath, Johannes. "Non modo Cyceroniamus, sed et 
lheronymianus: Ghercurao Landriani, Bischof von Lodi 
und Como, Humanist und Konzilsvater" in F .J. Felten and 
N. Jaspert, eds., Vita religiosa im Mittelalter: Festschrift fiir 
Kasper Elm zum 70. Geburtstag (Berlin, 1999), pp. 935-
959. 

Hoenen, Maartin J.F.M. "Virtus Sermonis and the Trinity: 
Marsilius of lnghen and the Semantics of Late Fourteenth
Century Theology,• Medieval Philosophy and Theology, 
10,2(Fall2001), 157-171. 

Hopkins, Jasper. •Anselm of Canterbury" in A Companion 
to Philosophy in the Middle Ages, ed. Jorge J.K. Garcia 
and Timothy B. Noone (Boston: Blackwell Publishing, 
2003), pp.138-151 . 

Hopkins, Jasper. •Anselm of Canterbury, Proslogion (ca. 
1078). On Thinkif'YJ of That-than-which-a-Greater-Canno~ 
Be-Thought" in The Classics of Western Philosophy: A 
Reader's Guide, ed. Jorge J.E. Garcia et al. (Boston: 
Blackwell Publishing, 2003), pp. 111-118. 

Hoyer, Wolfram, O.P. "Kirchengeschichte als 
'Heilsgeschichte'? Zurn Geschichtsbild Hubert Jedins,· 
Angelicum, 73, 3 (2002), 647-709. 

Long, Pamela. "Review Essay: New Work on the 'Occult' 
and Natural Disciplines of the Renaissance, • 
Renaissance Quarterly, LV, 4 (Winter 2002), 1323-1336. 

McGinn, Bernard. "Eriugena Confronts the End. 
Reflections on Johannes Scottus's Place in Carolingian 
Eschatology" in James McEvoy and Michael Dunne, eds. , 
History and Eschatology in John Scattus Eriugena and his 
Time (Leuven: University Press, 2002), 3-32. 

Mann, Jesse D. "Henry of Langenstein and Juan de 
Segovia on the Census,• Cristianesimo nella storia, XXlll 
(May 2002), 429-441. 
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Martin, John N. "Proclus on the Logic of the Ineffable" in 
Proceedings of the Society for Medieval Logic and 
Metaphysics. 2 (2002), 45-57. 

Proceedings of the Society for Medieval Logic and 
Metaphysics, 2 (2002), 58-67. 

Maspoli, Sih.1a and Dominic J. O'Meara. "Le commentaire 
de Marsile Ficin sur le traite Du beau de Plotin: Notes et 
traduction de l'argumentum, • Freiburger Zeitschrift filr 
Philosophie und Theologie, 49, 1/2 (2002), 1-32. 

Nederman, Cary J. "Mechanics and Citizens: The 
Reception of the Aristotelian Idea of Citizenship in Late 
Medieval Europe," Vivarium, XL, 1{2002),75-102. 

Sottili, Agostino. "Die humanistische Ausbildung deutscher 
Studenten an den italienischen Universitaten im 15. 
Jahrhunderts: Johannes Loffelholz und Rudolf Agricola in 
Padua, Pavia und Ferrara• in Die Welt im Augenspiegel 
Johannes Reuchlin und seine Zeit, ed. Daniela Hacke and 
Bernd Roeck [Pforzheimer Reuchlinschriften, Band 8] 
(Stuttgart: Jan Thorbecke Verlag, 2002), pp. 67-132. 

South, James B. "Singular and Universal in Suarez's 
Account of Cognition,· Review of Metaphysics, 75, 4 
(2002), 758-823. Norr, Wolfgang, "Ober den Processus ludicii des 

Johannes Urbach aus dem 15. Jahrhundert,• Zeitschrift 
der Savigny-Stiftung filr Rechtsgeschichte, 119, 
Kanonistische Abteilung, 88 (2002), 283-295. 

South, James B. "Suarez and the Problem of External 
Sensation," Medieval Philosophy and Theology, 10, 2 (Fall 
2001), 217-240. 

Patapios, Hieromonk. •Sub Utraque Specie: The 
Arguments of John Hus and Jacoubek of Stribro in 
Defence of Giving Communion to the Laity under Both 
Kinds,· Journal of Theological Studies, 53 (Oct., 2002), 
503-522. 

Studer, Basil. "Augustins De Trinitate in seiner 
theologischen Grundziigen,• Freiburger Zeitschrift filr 
Philosophie und Theologie, 49, 1/2 (2002), 4S-72. 

Perreiah, Alan. "Skepticism and Mysticism in Meister 
Eckhardt's and Augustine's Apophatic Theolog[ies]" in 

Obi, Karl and Lars Vinx. ·zur Transformation der 
Monarchie von Aristotle zu Ockham,• Vivarium, XL, 1 
(2002), 41-74. 
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APPENDIX 
[The submitted abstracts of the papers delivered at the 
sessions of the Society in Kalamazoo in May 2003 are 
collected and printed below in the order in whch they 
were delivered.] 

Session 62 • May 8, 2003 

"Subject or Conjecture? 
Politics and Metaphysics 

in Nicholas of Cusa" 

In the current literature about Cusanus, there is often seen 
a big gap between the political theory as is developed in 
De concordan6a catholica and the later more speculative 
works. There has been some excellent research on the 
relation between De concordanlia catholica and the De 
docta ignorantia by the Philippine scholar Jovino Miroy, 
but almost nothing has been written about the political 
dimensions of the later speculative works. For this reason, 
I tum my attention to the De coniecturis, for in this book, 
Cusanus develops the fundamental principles of his "new" 
way of theorizing. It is possible to defend the thesis that 
the new "theoretical design• after 1440 has been made 
explicit in De coniecturis and that this 'conjectural turn' has 
to do with the political challenges of the time. 

One can show the theoretical shift by comparing the use 
by Cusanus of the Dionysian hierarchy, which was 
constitutive for De concordantia catholica, but which has 
been repeated and transformed in De coniecturis. In the 
latter work this model is understood as a "conjecture" in 
which the relation between "sensus", "ratio" and 
"intellectua" is expressed. As a "conjecture" it is a 
symbolic representation of the process in which human 
understanding is involved. These levels - or unities 
(unitates) - are now different ways of interpretation of the 
same human reality. In terms of the De coniecturis, they 
are ways of asking and responding in which the fullness of 
human reality can be developed. 

The conjectural art therefore is a theory and method of 
interpretation and it is the "new insighr since 1440 that we 
cannot reach the truth without a process of interpretation. 
~vetyhu~an. affirmation is a conjecture, as Nicholas says 
m the beginning of the De coniecturis. This does not mean 
that we are not able to talk or think about the divine truth. 
Rather do we have to understand that in every articulation 

of truth, we have to do with a human express of truth, 
even if we try to think about truth itself. Therefore, 
conjectural art is a method to interpret the human 
articulation in the perspective of the nation of truth. This 
interpretative character finds its origin already in the De 
docta ignorantia, where Cusanus discovers the reflective 
principles of the maximum in evety name. Every name 
can be interpreted as a divine name. In line of these 
considerations "conjectural interpretation" means the 
possibility to understand each thing we know as the center 
of a contracted but infinite universe. 

To understand something as the cener of a certain 
universe - a maximum contractum - implies that this centre 
"represents" the whole, in the manner of this center, and 
the knowledge that other interpretations are always 
possible. This endless possibility to interpret the universe 
from another cener does not mean that this interpretation 
would have no limits at all. For Cusanus the main limit of 
this process of interpretation is the point at which a human 
being starts to understand himself as a conjecture, as an 
open synthesis of unity and otherness, and this 
understanding - the self.knowledge - is for Cusanus 
necessarily connected with the idea of God, the proper 
and real center of all centers who is circumference at the 
same time. Man starts to understand himself as a 
conjecture in as much as he interprets himself as a living 
image of God, who is the invisible and unknown meaning 
of man's own image. One could say- in line with Cusanus 
- that God is the invisible spectator of the comprehensive 
work of art we human beings are ourselves. 

It is in this direction that we can understand the political 
dimension of conjectural theory: Strange enough, it is at 
this highly "mystical" point that we come nearer to the 
fundamental political meaning of the conjectural art. For in 
as much as a human being starts to understand himself as 
the center and limit of his conjectura world, Cusanus can 
characterize him as a "microcosm·. or, as in the case in 
De ludo g/obi as a king of his own kingdom. And here 
Cus~n~.s finds th~ most fundamental reason why the 
poss1b1hty of conflict and discordance is principally 
inevitable. There is no model in which the fundamental 
paradox of the center and circumference can be solved. 
The basis of all conflicts for Cusanus is that there are 
many various conjectural centers, many "kings in their 
own kingdoms". His experiences at the Council of Basel 
taught him that also the reform model of the conciliarists 
was subject to the possibility of conflict as well and 

Volume XX, Number 1 
40 

June 2003 



American Cusanus Society Newsletter 
contained no guarantee for concordance at all. There is no 
institutional (in this case ecclesiastic) model at all which 
can guarantee an 'eternal peace• (pax aeterna, De pace 
fide1), which is divine itself, inasmuch it does not take into 
account this original 'facr that every human being is a 
microcosm and the center of the world. The political 
meaning of the speculative turn after 1440 has to do with 
the growing insight that the problem of Concordantia and 
consent has to do with this conjectural character of human 
being. 

The political reading of the De coniecturis that I proposed 
here shows that the philosophy of Cusanus can really be 
seen as a philosophy of transition between medieval order 
metaphysics and modem liberal thinking, whose departing 
point is the subject who is obsessed by selt:.preservation. 
Our exploration, however, made it clear that in Cusanus 
there is no such subject at all. The subject of Hobbes is a 
closed and empty subject But isn't it possible that the 
conception of the conjecture could offer an alternative for 
the political philosophy in the perspective the subject? 
This can be made clear by the etymological connection 
between ·con~cere• and •sub-icere·. The ·conjectural" 
human being, who is "collecting• the elements of reality 
contains an open universe, in which he is able to meet 
whole reality and therefore also the other human beings of 
·second gods", whereas the Hobbesian subject is a closed 
world, characterized by the fear for other subjects, a fear 
which prevents him from realizing the possibilities of 
human existance. 

Inigo Boeken 
Katholieke Univ. Nijmegen 

"The Discovery of Individuality and the 
New Experimental Sciences: The Rise of a 
Conflict since the Cosmology of Cusanus" 

Though Cusanus was not the first philosopher who 
stressed the idea of individuality, he was the first who 
developed a cosmology in which this idea is constitutive: 
The finite world generates by the unfolding of the infinite, 
in which all that may exist is already present in a 
contracted manner. The complex order of the universe 
and the diversity of being has its ontological foundation in 
the absolute being. So every finite being reflects the 
infinite and is at the same time related with all other finite 
beings. This relationship has a double sense: On the one 
hand it is based on the immanence of the infinite in very 
finite being; on the other hand it implied an external 
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relation of all finite beings with one another. For finite 
beings an inner as well as an outer form of relationship is 
constitutive. Because of this complex relationship the 
universe cannot be compared with a machine; it is like a 
huge organism, in which the whole and the parts are 
constitutive for one another. The universe is the 
realization of unity by multiplicity. 

A further condition for multiplicity is that its constituents 
have limits in several respects: They are bound to a 
certain place in space and to a certain point of time; and, if 
they are endowed with consciousness, their view is 
restricted to a certain historical and biographical 
perspective, as Cusanus shows in "De Visione Dei" by 
means of two monks, regarding an "lcona Dei". And even 
the singular perspective itself unfolds in time. It is a 
process. The meaning of perspectivity cannot, as some 
centuries later, be explained by the laws of optics: 
Perspectivity is based on the activitity of an individual. 
God himself is the most prominent mode: His eye is a 
'living mirror". To see is an expression of his conscious
ness and creativity, by which the world is founded. Insofar 
as man and all finite beings are founded on God, their 
perspectivity, too, cannot be explained as a reaction to 
external conditions; it is based on their own activity. 
Seeing the world is an expression of their special form of 
consciousness; it is their manner to live in the world. 

To see implied not only the activity of seeing, but some
thing that is seen, too. By its singular perspective every 
being is related with other beings in a manner, which is 
characteristic only for this one being. It is impossible that 
two beings have completely identical relations to all other 
bein~~o:: in the universe; otherwise, so runs the argument of 
Leiorr:: a little bit later, they could not be distinguished 
from 0~1e another. To be related with other beings there is 
not, as Aristotle had supposed, only an accidental 
characteristic of a substance; it is essential for all finite 
beings, otherwise they would not be at all. Only by the 
relation with other beings is a finite being a part of the 
universe. But every part is unique in its being and its 
function; it cannot be replaced by another one. Because 
of a more or less mediated relationship with all other 
beings, every being is a unique mirror of the whole 
universe, a microcosm. So to be limited does not mean to 
be locked in, but to transcend oneself to others and to the 
common origin of the universe. If every finite being is 
unique, every human being, too, is unique not only 
accidentally, but by its essence. Not matter, as Aristotle 
thought, but the structure of being is the reason for 
indMduality. 
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In contrast to this rich concept of individuality Cusanus 
has developed in his treatise "The Layman and the 
Experiments with Weighr the program of a new 
experimental &;ience. Methodologically air forms of 
perceptions, which are bound to the individual being, 
values and aims as well, are excluded. Objectivity has to 
be gained by measurement, and that means by the 
quantification of qualified perceptions. Therefore by ~e 
method of experimental science the concept of experience 
changes fundamentally. In addition to this experiments 
have to be repeated again and again under the same 
conditions. The aim of the scientific method is to recog
nize the law, which is the same for all similar events. The 
individual case is now an example for a common law; the 
singular is submitted to the common. Only the so-called 
"Randbedingungen·, external conditions, specify the 
individual case; they may be varied artificially. Therefore 
the data gained by measurement are only of statistical 
relevance. 

This method became since Galileo Galilei the basis for 
modem physics, and, up to Quine, the ideal of the 
scientific method in general. Only two centuries after 
Cusanus, Descartes separated expttcitly those qualities 
that depend on the observing subject from those that 
seemed to belong to the object itself. Nevertheless there 
are several philosophers, who have stressed a rich 
concept of individuality and tried to heal the gulf between 
the living subject and the objectified world, before all 
Bruno, Leipniz, Goethe, Bergson, Whitehead and Jonas. 
Though in a certain respect Leipniz is very close to 
Cusanus, his philosophy reflects the conflict between 
individual substance and common law: Every interaction 
between material processes and forms is excluded; they 
are combined by a "preestablished harmony". Whitehead 
explicitly develops a philosophical cosmology whi~h 
transcends the methodological limits of modem science. 
Cognition is, as in Cusanus, a process of approximation. 
Every being creates itself by the integration of singular 
conditions and eternal objects; so internal as well as 
external relations are constitutive. By the process of 
integration the psycho-physiological complexity of the 
world is growing; it is based on the process of 
individualization. Though the philosophy of Cusanus, 
Leibniz and Whitehead is in the philosophical sense of the 
world speculative, even for the interpretation of the results 
of modem science, of genetics and neurophysiology, the 
concept of individuality is absolutely necessary. 
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Regine Kather 
Univ. Freiburg i. B. & 
Univ. Bukarest 

"Litera1 and Metaphorical 
in Cusan Conjecture" 

In this paper I propose that Nicholas of Cusa's well-known 
quasi-definition of coniectura as •a positive assertion that 
participates in truth as it is, but in otherness• provides both 
a literal basis for and an opening to the many metaphor
ical turns we find in his thinking. It is clear that Cusanus 
never doubts that our thought attains some measure of 
truth, particularly in its perceptual judgments that re~
nize and identify what is perceived, however perspectival
ly. But when he turns to any conception about the nature 
or essence of perceptible things and what transcends 
them, Nicholas does not hesitate to invoke both original 
and traditional proposals that he sees as conjectural. Such 
conjectures are often metaphorical, most obviously in the 
case of the divine nature, but also in Nicholas' secon~ 
order proposals-the architectonic or guiding ideas that 
order his thought. One could surmise that Cusan meta
phor parallels Cusan conjecture, so that we might de
scribe metaphorical assertion, too, as •participating in like
ness as it is, but in difference." There is a dialectical inter
play between literal and metaphorical in Cusan though~ 
no less than between conjectural and no~onjectural 
knowledge. 

Clyde Lee Miller 
SUNY-Stony Brook 

Session 123 · May 8, 2003 

"The Election of a Pope at Constance 
and Basel: A Step toward Unity 

or against Unity" 
The election of a pope was a critical decision at both 
Constance and Basel as it had been earlier at Pisa. At the 
two later councils the decision was also a hotly disputed 
one. There were many concerns and questions that arose 
at Constance and at Basel on what would be the chief 
result of carrying out that election at that time and in the 
way that they did. 

The election at Constance led to the end of the Great 
Western Schism in November 1417. The election at Basel 
led to a new division and fragmentation of the Western 
Church. This paper looks first at the questions and 
controversies that surrounded and influenced the decision 
to move on with the election at Constance. It shows what 
were the problems, why and how a compromise was 
achieved, what were the key concerns and arguments for 
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moving onto the election and why the event could be seen 
as a high water mark of the conciliarist tradition. 

At Basel the questions and problems were quite different 
and the circumstances of that decision led to radically 
different results. There is a further question as to how we 
should interpret or judge the conflicting views at both 
Constance and Basel. Wny at Constance was priority of 
the papal election so significant? Was this decisioo a 
surrender on the issue of reform? At Basel how are we to 
judge the opposition of Church leaders such as Cesarini 
and Gusa to this path that the council would take? Can 
the change made by Gusa be seen as based much more 
on principle rather self interest? 

Thomas E. Morrissey 
SUNY-F redonia 

"The Diffusion of Humanism: 
The Role of Church Councils" 

The diffusion of Renaissance humanism from Italy to the 
northern countries belongs to the fundamental- and 
successful - processes of cultural transfer in European 
intellectual and social history. "Humanism succeeded 
because it persuaded Italian and ultimately European 
society that without its lessons no one was fit to rule or 
lead" (Robert Black). Transfer cannot be seen as a one
way street; it rather means transformation, which affects 
both that which is being transferred (texts, humanist 
techniques and mentalities) and the recipient himself with 
his own traditions. Traditionally the migration of people 
(Italian "apostle figures" in other countries; foreign 
students in Italy) and manuscripts has been considered a 
decisive factor. 

The great Councils of Constance (1414-18), Basel (1431-
49) and Ferrara.f lorence ( 1438-45) functioned as 
important "forums of public opinion" (Miethke), arenas of 
diplomacy and rhetoric, meeting places of Europe's 
educated elite, and they were positioned at the hub of 
various processes of diffusion of humanism or of anticipa
tion of general cultural tendencies. Of the educated 
intellectuals, many humanists attended the Councils which 
acted as media centers. The present paper deals with four 
points concerning the Councils and humanism: 1) (most 
well known) Councils as the base of book huntings, as 
studied by Voigt and Sabbadini, 2) Councils as "book 
fairs" and publication networks (including artists and 
musicians), 3) Councils as stages for the performance of 
revitalized ancient oratory, and 4) Councils as places of 
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mental transformation in the form and content of the 
theological discourses on Antiquity (e.g.,the Church 
Fathers) by making use of philological methds. In regard 
to 1 ), the liberating and purgative pathos that commenced 
the famous humanist manuscript discoveries (Poggio, 
Scipione Mainenti,Guarino) is emphasized. Concerning 
2), the increasing book production during the first years of 
the Basel synod (see U. Neddermeyer), the Councils' own 
need of manuscripts for theological debates, and the role 
of artists like Konrad Witz are noted; and concerning 3), 
as examples of a new humanist "modus praedicandi" 
based on Cicero and Lactantius, Poggio Bracciolini's 
sermon of 1417 at Constance and the eight sermons of 
Gerardo Landriani, bishop of Lodi, in Basel and England 
are analysed; the performance of the latter's Christmas 
sermon of 1433 has been expressly described by 
Francesco Pizolpasso. As an example of the epideictic 
oratory, the two speeches of Aeneas Sylvius at the feast 
of Ambrosius in 1438 and, with demonstrative elements, 
his maiden speech in favor of Viscontean Pavia as place 
for the expected Union Council in 1436, both rhetorically 
following classical models and filled with classical quota
tions and antiquarian facts, are discussed. 

The "diffusion-effecr of the two northern, trans-alpine 
Councils for humanism is, nevertheless, difficult to 
determine. The manuscript tradition gives a very different 
collection for each oration. To a certain degree the 
Councils demonstrated how humanism could be used 
practically, but the real spread of humanism came one 
generation later, caused more by "apostle-figures" like -
again - Aeneas Sylvius as poet and imperial chancery 
letter-writer until 1455. 

The Council of Ferrara/Florence in Italy is notable for the 
well-known role it played in the spread of Platonism in the 
West. The intensive and existential theological struggle 
between the Greeks and Western Catholics o\€r the 
"fil~oque" and its "veritas fidei" issues quite paradoxically 
made indispensable a new philology, the search for manu
scripts and even an archaic sort of codicology: In which 
codex could the old Church-father-text, the "fililoque," be 
found? Was in this old codex the controversial word 
erased or added? This practical use of humanist philology 
- also important for translations - could not overlook a 
deep gulf between the Eastern and Western ways of 
argumentation and thinking. Humanists like Lorenzo Valla 
denounced this as a fundamental crisis of scholasticism 
that should be reformed by a new, pure, critical and 
philological theology. 

June 2003 

Johannes Helmrath 
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Session 182 • May 9, 2003 

"A Dialogue with Conciliarism: A New 
Reading of Pius It's Commentarir 

Pius II (1458-1464) is perhaps best remembered for his 
failed attempt to launch a crusade against the encroaching 
Turks, yet when he began to compose the Comentarii in 
1462, he embarked on a campaign of equal importance. 
Like his battle against the Muslim East, this monumental, 
autobiographical account of Pius's meteoric rise to the 
papacy and the first five years of his reign is essentially 
defensive in nature. Until now, however, scholars have 
scarcely examined the anatomy of this apology. Against 
what was Pius protecting himself and how does he mount 
his defense? The answer to these questions lies, in part, 
in how Pius discusses both his own and others' use of 
discretion in the face of law, tradition and diplomatic 
protocol. The view of discretion Pius offers in this text 
reads as a powerful response to conciliar attacks on papal 
monarchy and a challenge to conciliarists' own, very 
different vision of Church government. 

At the heart of Pius's self.defense is the debate over 
discretionary power in the Church. In contrast to 
traditional theories of papal absolutism, conciliarists had 
argued that in certain circumstances the ultimate power of 
discretion lay not with the pope, but with the Christian 
community. Should this community determine that the 
pope was jeopardizing its welfare, it could overrule canon 
law and call a council, one empowered even to depose 
the pope himself. Conciliarists justified these claims to 
discretionary power with, among other ideas, the legal and 
theological doctrines of utilitas publica, and with the 
argument familiar from both canon and Roman law that 
"necessitas non habet legem." When reading the 
Comentarii, it is hard not to be struck by Pius's repeated 
use of these same concepts when justifying his decisions 
to override law and other customary or codified norms. 
Pius does not engage conciliarists in all of these 
instances, but many do show him turning his opponents' 
weapons against them. His clashes with the college of 
cardinals, where the more oligarchic strains of conciliarism 
still had support, is a case in point. In one such instance 
Pius records successive confrontations with two cardinal~ 
who claim his new addition to the college violated the 
standards traditionally required for men of such rank. 
Significantlly, one of Pius's critics was Nicholas of Cusa, 
who ear1ier in his career had helpted to give shape to 
some of the most important elements of conciliar theory. 
In defending his position, Pius again and again turns to 
necessitas and utilitas publica, and after denying Cusa's 

Volume XX, Number 1 

accusation that his actions violated his papal oath of 
election, he points to a hypothetical scenario in which he 
would have to disregard this oath to preserve the utilitas 
publica. Instances like these show Pius using conciliarist 
weapons in a clever counter-attack to extend rather than 
limit papal authority. 

Paradoxically, Pius also defends himself against conciliar 
claims by recording his obedience to laws and oaths. By 
emphasizing the caution and responsibility with which he 
used his discretionary power, the Commentarii help to 
undermine conciliarist equations of absolute monarchy 
with tyranny. In recounting his punishment of Duke 
Sigismundo Matatesta, for example, Pius demonstrates 
his strict obedience in legal procedure while noting that 
given the public nature of the duke's crimes, he was not 
even required to give him a trial. Elsewhere, Pius calls 
attention to his genuine reluctance to rise above the law 
and contrasts this exercise of responsible discretion with 
the abusive power of true tyrants. Together, these images 
defy conciliarist claims that the pope's position supra 
legem was necessarily a recipe for tyranny. 

Pius undermines conciliar theory still further by suggesting 
that the people to whom its supporters would entrust 
discretionary power are unworthy of such responsibility. 
Rather than guided by reason, as Pius's action are shown 
to be, the Christian community revealed in the 
Commentarii is ruled by its passions. Both the Council of 
Basel and those who appealed to a council during Pius's 
own papacy appear driven by hatred, revenge, and lust for 
power. As such, they seem incapable of making the kinds 
of decisions about Church welfare that conciiar theory 
allowed them to make. The cardinals, in tum, emerge for 
the most part as incompetent, irresponsible and unable to 
use their discretion wisely. When, for example, Pius jails 
an errant bishop without a trial, they first upbraid him for 
overriding legal procedure, but then bend the law to satisfy 
their own interests. In this instance as in others, Pius dis
credits not only the college, but also the conciliarists who 
advocated extending its authority in papal government. 

Pius's response to conciliarism does not represent the full 
extent of his apologia. And yet, because conciliarist ideas 
still posed a very real threat to his papacy, this defense 
must be read as one of the Commentari!s essential 
messages. With this in mind, we might do well to extend 
our current classifications of the text as biography and 
panegyric and recognize it also as an important document 
in the late-medieval debates over papal sovereignty. 
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"Counciliarism and Neutrality 

in Aeneas Sylvius Piccolomini's 
Letter to Hartung von Kappel" 

Aeneas Sylvius Piccolomini nominally wrote the Letter to 
Hartung von Kappel to defend Frederick Ill's policy of 
Neutrality in the Basel Schism. The letter, in fact, says 
little in favor of the policy. Instead, it offers a brief defense 
of the superiority of council to pope. When Piccolomini 
was raised to the papal throne as Pius II, his critics 
reminded him of his previous conciliarist allegiance. They 
did not bother mentioning his lukewarm defense of 
Neutrality. 

Thomas M. lzbicki 
Johns Hopkins Uniwrsity 

"A Humanist's Vision of Just Government: 
Flavio Biondo's Gift to Pius II'' 

In a recent monograph, Malcolm Vale has invigorated the 
status of court studies within the context of late-medieval 
northern monarchies. Writing of the high culture of the 
Low Countries between 1270-1380, Vale challenges the 
conclusions of cultural historians and historical 
anthropologists by placing the pre-eminence of majesty 
within the circumference of northern Europe, specifically 
the union of comtal Flanders and Burgundy with late
Capetian and Valois France. Of special interest is the 
preponderance of archival and manuscript sources that 
offer testimony of the dynastic, political, and cultural links 
between the Low Countries and northern hereditary 
monarchy. For Vale, the rich court culture of the late 
Middle Ages supports a paradigm based on linguistic, 
literary, and artistic traditions that, in turn, affirm belief that 
the late-medieval origins of the nation-state were based 
on a system of regional plutocracy bound by ties of kinship 
and kingship that were uniquely northern and western in 
locality. 

This paper broadens the scope of the remarkable 
research of Malcolm Vale through recourse to the codex 
of Flavio Biondo's De Roma trimpante that is now part of 
the collection of the National Library in Portugal. Of 
interest in this paper is the artistic and textual evidence 
explicit in this manuscript that offers considerable 
testimony of the political and cultural ties between the 
French royal courts and those of papal and Imperial Rome 
during the pontificate of Aeneas Sylvius Piccolomini and 
the reign of Frederick Ill. The copy of Biondo's text under 
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sb.Jdy includes an image of papal enthronement as well as 
a prologue that demonstrates the multi-valent influence of 
contemporary images of ordained rulership within the 
context of civic renovatio that Biondo and other Italian 
humanists promoted as a vision of universal Christendom. 
While many scholars celebrate the northern model of 
majesty, this paper suggests the Italian and Imperial 
models of rulership were responsible for invigorating the 
history of late-medieval France, foremost within the 
context of political theory pertaining to royal prerogative at 
a period when political contests between France and 
Rome strained international resources of church and 
state. 

Elizabeth McCartney 
Univ. of Oregon 

[Prof. Cary J. Naderman served as commentator at 
Session 182, but stated that "since O'Brien paper was the 
only one I received in advance, I could only prepare 
comments of any extent on that."] 

"Comments on Emily O'Brien, 
'A Dialogue with Conciliarism"' 

My thanks to Emily O'Brien for providing me with an 
advance text of her paper, which had made it possible for 
me at least to fulfill partially my role as discussant. 
O'Brien makes a very persuasive argument for the 
reevaluation of the political rhetoric and ecclesiology 
embedded in Pius ll's Commentaries. In particular, she 
places Pius in an imagined debate with the conciliarists 
concerning the principles of church government and in 
particular the doctrine of papal supremacy. Thus, in her 
view, the Commentaries constitute more than simply a 
self.serving narrative on Pius's part designed simply to 
justify his actions and decisions while on the papal throne 
and to enhance his reputation. Rather, they beg to be 
read as a useful and important contribution to the on-going 
discussions of the fifteenth century regarding the nature 
and arrangement of ecclesiastical authority. Giwn the 
fact that Pius was a highly educated and well respected 
Renaissance humanist figure, this interpretation might not 
seem surprising, yet it appears not to have been explored 
extensively in the literature on his life and work. 

Without challenging the broad contours of O'Brien's 
interpretation, I would like to propose some refinements to 
stimulate her further reflection as well as response from 
the audience. Specifically, I do wonder whether her 
treatment of key concepts and terms in ecclesiology--
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indeed, of the nature of the church itself as viewed by 
Pius-doesn't depend upon a somewhat secular reading of 
the most sacred of institutions. Talking about the council 
as a "policeman" and invoking doctrines of necessity and 
the like seems to me to unduly privilege the church as an 
earthly entity. What I have found in the writings of 
Nicholas of Cusa-another moderate conciliarist turned 
papalist-appears to me to apply equally well to Pius II. As 
with Cusa, Pius' primary concern is the infallibility offaith 
and the unity of the church. Insofar as we remain earth
bound beings, Christ and His Truths remain figurative and 
mysterious, and we must struggle to discover and hold 
fast to them. How are faithful but fallible Christians to 
know what they must believe and do in order to be saved? 
What constitutes the most reliable guide in matters of faith 
within the earthly church? For conciliarism, the answer is 
the complete consent of the corporate whole of the 
faithful, through its representatives in the Council. For a 
papalist, such as Pius had become, the solution lies in the 
pope's headship of the mystical body of the church, the 
office in which the Holy Spirit is most full infused. This is 
surely the basis for the papal "discretion• that O'Brien 
describes. The core of the dispute between papal and 
conciliar thought is not, as O'Brien suggests, one of the 
rational governance and earthly welfare of the ecclesias
tical institutions and the body of believers. Instead, what 
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is at stake is the far more serious matter of salvation, of 
ascertaining with certainty the true doctrine that alone 
ensures the eternal life of the believers. In precisely this 
sense, the Church is incomparable to any other political 
structure, its unique salvific function renders itsui generis. 
The salient question concerning the governance of the 
Church, then, is whether the pope or the Council 
embodies the true spirit of the mystical unity of the 
Church. Is it papal decrees or conciliar declarations that 
are ultimately and uniwrsally binding upon Christians? In 
the reply to this question lies the identity of which office 
alone speaks with the authority of God and hence who 
may rightfully determine the true general welfare of the 
Church. My point, then, is that it is a misnomer to talk 
about papal absolutism as on par with political absolutism 
in a secular sense. All authority with the Church must be 
absolute-the Council's or College of Cardinals's as well 
as the popes-because it proposes itself to rest upon 
absolute truth. By contrast as Pius certainly realized, 
secular regimes, founded merely on reason and directed 
toward less exalted ends, can never have access to such 
truth and thus are largely excluded from taking charge of 
the care of souls (except perhaps under the guidance of 
the Church). 
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