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SOCIETY-SPONSORED SESSIONS IN KALAMAZOO 2000 

The American Cusanus Society sponsored or 
cosponsored the following sessions at the 35th International 
Congress on Medieval Studies, which was held at Western 
Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Ml on 4-7 May 2000. With 
its 562 sessions, the congress drew, reportedly, over three 
thousand participants. 

Thursday, May 4- 10:00-11:30 a.m. 

Session 003 Canon Law in the Age of Cusanus 
Sponsor: American Cusanus Society and 

Stephan Kuttner Institute of Medieval 
Canon Law 

Organizer: Thomas M. lzbicki, Johns Hopkins 
University 

Presider: Thomas M. Izbicki 

"Decrees and Decretals: The Decretales reformationis at the 
Council of Constance (1414-1418)" Phillip H. Stump, 
Lynchburg College 
"Canonists in Crises c. 1400-1450: Pisa, Constance, Basel" 
Thomas E. Morrissey, SUNY-Fredonia 
"The Curse of Cusanus: Excommunication and Politics in 
Fifteenth-Century Germany" Brian A. Pavlac, King's College 

Thursday, May 4 - 1:30-3:00 p.m. 

Session 050 Nicholas of Cusa I: Cusanus Studies in 
America: In Honor of Morimichi Watanabe 

Sponsor: American Cusanus Society 
Organizer: H. Lawrence Bond, Appalachian 

State University 
Presider: Gerald Christianson, Gettysburg 

Lutheran Seminary 

"Publishing Nicholas of Cusa or How Friendships Arise: A 
Retrospective" Manfred Meiner, Felix Meiner Verlag 
Hamburg 
"Reflections on Cusanus Studies - Past, Present and Future" 
Morimichi Watanabe, Long Island University-C.W. Post 
Campus 

Session 106 World Views in the Age of Nicholas of Cusa 
Sponsor: American Cusanus Society and 

POLITICAS 
Organizers: Morimichi Watanabe and Stephen 

Lahey, Le Moyen College 
"Backward, Forward, Inward: History, Authority, and Heresy 
in the Early Fourteenth Century" David Burr, Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute 
"Fifteenth-Century Conceptions of World Order: Nicholas of 
Cusa, Popes, and Canonists" James Muldoon, John Carter 

Brown Library 
"John Luke and English Reform at the Council of Constance" 
Chris Nighman, Wilfrid Laurier University 
"The Theory of Empire in the Age of Nicholas of Cusa: 
Aeneas Sylvius and Juan de Torquemada" Thomas M. lzbicki 

Friday, 5 May - 10:00-11:30 a.m. 

Session 161 Nicholas of Cusa II: Nicholas of Cusa's 
Thought: Background and Foreground 

Sponsor: American Cusanus Society 
Organizer: Clyde Lee Miller, SUNY-Stony 

Brook 
Presider: Donald F. Duclow, Gwynedd-Mercy 

College 

"Pseudo-Dionysius in Cusanus" Clyde Lee Miller 
"Ramon Lull's Desconhort in Relation to Cusanus" Vittorio 
Hosle, University of Notre Dame 
"The Human Mind as Living Image of God in Eckhart and 
Cusanus" Robert J. Dobie, Rosemont College 

We are pleased to report that all the sessions were well 
attended and that, despite the warm weather and the noises 
coming in through the open windows, the audience was most 
patient and participated in discussions quite well. The Society 
is indebted to the Stephan Kuttner Institute of Medieval 
Canon Law and POLITICAS, the two groups that cooperated 
and worked with the Society well this year. 

The collected abstracts of the papers are printed in the 
second appendex section of the present issue. Because of the 
importance of the messasge contained in the address given by 
Mr. Manfred Meiner regarding the future publication of the 
Opera omnia and the Acta Cusana, his text, somewhat 
truncated, is printed in Appendix I. 

BUSINESS MEETING 

The business meeting of the Society was held in Valley 
III 302 at 5: 15 p.m. on 4 May 2000. 

As a tribute to the late Professor Charles Tri nkaus 
(1911-99), who served on the Board of Advisor of the Society 
for many years, President M. Watanabe asked the audience to 
rise for a moment of silence. Vice President G. Christianson 
read selections from the Bible. 

Address 

Then, as in the recent years, an important "business 
meeting" address, which was open to the public, was 
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delivered. Prof. Donald R. Kelley, Executive Editor of the 
Journal of the History of Ideas since 1985, was the speaker 
this year. His CV and accomplishments were printed briefly 
in the previous issue of the Newsletter . The following is the 
abstract of his address sent to our office. 

THE HUNT FOR WISDOM: 
THE PREHISTORY OF IDEAS 

In his small treatise , The Hunt for Wisdom (De 
Yenatione Sapientiae), Nicholas of Cusa made an interesting 
contribution to the history of ideas, drawing on the work of 
the second-century doxographer Diogenes Laertius to suggest 
the contributions of earlier (as well as the later) hunters after 
wisdom. In this paper I follow, in reverse chronological 
order, the story of this quest from Arthur 0 . Lovejoy (and the 
Journal he founded) and others in the 20th century to the 
Eclectic schools of philosophy of the 19th-century France 
(Victor Cousin) and of 18th-century Germany (J. J. Brucker) , 
to Giambattista Vico's New Science, to earlier polyhistors (G. 
H. Vossius) , historians of "primitive wisdom" (Otto 
Heurnius) , and Renaissance humanists (Justus Lipsius) 
involved in the disciplines of the "history of literature" 
(historia literaria) and "history of philosophy" (historia 
philosophica), back to medieval scholars (Cusanus among 
others) thence to Christian and classical authors (Clement of 
Alexandria, Seneca, Cicero) , and especially to the 
foundational work of Diogenes Laertius on the Lives and 
Opinions of the Philosophers . These are all as it were 
reflections, sub and ante litteram, of the background and 
prehistory of the modem field of study known as the history 
of ideas. 

Donald R. Kelley 
Rutgers University 

Business Meeting 

[The following minutes of the meeting were submitted by the 
Secretary] . 

American Cusanus Society 
Annual Business Meeting 

The American Cusanus Society held the annual business 
meeting in Kalamazoo during Western Michigan University's 
35th International Congress on Medieval Studies. Morimichi 
Watana.be, the Society's President, called the meeting to order 

at 6:30PM, Thursday, May 4, 2000 in Room 302 of WMU's 
Valley III . 

M. Watanabe announced the death of Donald K. Frank, 
the Society's Treasurer, on April 20, and requested a moment 
of silence in his honor. 

As Interim Treasurer , M. Watanabe presented the 
Treasurer's Report (see below), which was approved , and 
nominated Michael A. Soupios (Long Island University -
C.W. Post Campus) for the office of Treasurer. Members 
welcomed and approved the nomination. 

The Society will sponsor two sessions at Kalamazoo in 
May, 200 I: Cary Nederman will organize one session on 
"Nicholas of Cusa and Ideas of Empire in His Age" ; and M. 
Watanabe has organized the second , "Humanism and 
Holiness: Paul Oskar Kristeller and Charles Trinkaus on Late 
Medieval and Renaissance Thought," with Heiko A. Oberman 
(Univ. of Arizona) as Chair and James Hankins (Harvard 
University) , Thomas M. Izbicki (Johns Hopkins University), 
and Ronald G. Witt (Duke University) as speakers. In 
addition, Francis Oakley (Williams College) will present the 
public Business Meeting Address. 

In 200 I the Society will celebrate the 600th anniversary 
of Cusanus' birth with a conference that will take place on 
October 3-4 in Washington, DC, and move to Gettysburg 
Lutheran Seminary for October 5-7. The planning committee 
includes Peter Casarella (Chair) , Elizabeth Brient , Gerald 
Christianson, Donald Duclow and Thomas Izbicki . 

T. lzbicki reported that Brill Academic Publishers is 
publishing a Festschrift for Father Louis Pascoe, S.J .: Reform 
and Renewal in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, edited 
by Thomas lzhicki and Christopher Bellitto. T. lzbicki also 
noted that the Society's Web page now contains a link to the 
Cusanus-Gesellschaft's in Trier. 

The Society has formed a Committee on Re-Publication 
of important books on Cusanus that are no longer available. 
Its members are H. Lawrence Bond (Convener), Christopher 
Bellitto, David Burr, Gerald Christianson and Thomas lzbicki . 

Members approved a resolution that the Secretary send 
letters of thanks to Long Island University' s chief 
administrators for their financial support of the Society. 

Several announcements were made. Philip Krey is the 
new president of the Lutheran Theolol gical Seminary at 
Philadelphia. Conferences celebrating Cusanus' 6th 
Centenary will be held in Japan in 2000, and in Bernkastel-
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the most recent issue of the Society's Newsletter. Kues, Iberia, and perhaps in France and the Netherlands in 
2001. T. Izbicki is organizing a Cusanus session for the 
Medieval Academy of America's annual meeting in April 
2001. G. Christianson announced that M. Watanabe is 
sending a gift to President Darold Beekmann, who is retiring 
from Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary, in appreciation for the 
Society's four biennial Gettysburg conferences during his 
presidency. Members praised the thoughtful, eloquent 
testimonials for P.O. Kristeller and C. Trinkaus published in 

The meeting adjourned at 6:55PM. 

BALANCE AS a: 4/28/99 

REVENUES 
Dues Received 

Financial Report 

AMERICAN CUSANUS SOCIE'IY 
TREASURER'S REPORT 

4129199 - 4/30/00 

Regular Members ($10} - 17 
Student Member ($5) - S 
Contributing Members ($15-150) - 31 

1999 Banquet Monies (late payment) 

Interest 

Total Revenues 

EXPENSES 
1999 Banquet 

1999 Kalamazoo Congress 
2 Foreign Participants 

Contribution to the Columbia University Rarebook 
Library in memory of Prof. Paul Osker Krlsteller, 
advisor to the American Cusanus Society 

$1,270.00 

s 200.00 

$ 15.93 

$ 575.00 

s 500.00 

s 20000 

NEWS! mER. Vol. XVI, Nos. 1 &: 2 (June &: December, 1999) S 500.00 

Stationary & Postage 

Total Expenses 

BALANCE AS CF 4/30/00 

s 73.11 

Estimated Subsidies to the Newsletter from Long Island University: 

Vol. XVI, Nos. l & 2 Uune & December 1999) 

Printing 
Postage 

Volume XVII , Number 1 

$180.00 
$500.00 

Respectfully submitted, 

Morimlchi Watanabe, Interim Treasurer 

June 2000 

Respectfully submitted, 
Donald F. Duclow 
Secretary 

$2,280.80 

$1,485.93 

$1,848.11 

$1,918.62 
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[About the dinner that was held on May 4, 2000 the following 
report was submitted by Prof. Donald F. Duclowj. 

Banquet in Honor of Morimichi Watanabe 

Donald F. Duclow 

On May 4 members of the American Cusanus Society 
and friends gathered at the Black Swan Restaurant in 
Kalamazoo for a banquet in honor of the Society's President, 
Morimichi Watanabe. 

Following dinner, I invited the guests to recall their first 
meeting with Mori. Here I can mention just a few of the 
comments. Jerry Christianson, the Society's Vice President, 
remembered Mori's phone call in 1983 inviting him to come 
to Kalamazoo - a call that has changed his ~areer and life. 
Larry Hundersmarck recalled first meeting with Mori at a 
Harvard graduation ceremony more than twenty-five years 
ago, and commented on his "unbelievable ability to draw in 
people of diverse interests ." Tom Morrissey and Donald 
Kelley wondered who within the group has known Mori the 
longest, and Kiyomi Watanabe cheerfully answered that she 
has known him for more than fifty years. Lee Miller noted the 
"unobtrusive interventions" whereby M0ri imagines and 
encourages possibilities that we ourselves have not seen; as an 
example, Lee mentioned his forthcoming book on Cusanus - a 
project that Mori first suggested. I recalled meeting Mori 
shortly after he became President, and praised the 
professionalism and organizational skills that Mori has 
brought to the Society, as we see in the N"wsletter and the 
careful planning of programs. 

Jerry Christianson introduced letters of greeting from 
those unable to attend the banquet. Manfred Meiner read 
Klaus Kremer's letter, and Jerry read those of Bill Hoye, Louis 
Pascoe, Bernard McGinn, Jesse Mann, Jim Biechler, Seiichi 
Sumi and Ray Plant who aptly described Mori as "the soul of 
the Society." 

Mori thanked everyone and recalled his own 
involvement in the Society and Cusanus studies. In 1983 
Larry Bond asked Mori to become Presided of the Society. 
Unable to refuse a clergyman's request, Mori accepted . 
Despite his past attempts to adopt by-laws, members have not 
found it necessary to do w . As a result , Mori remains 
President. When members began to call Mori "Shogun," he 
protested that in Japan no Watanabe could ever hold this title, 
but he was told that in America this didn't r •• atter, and so this 
informal title has held. Mori also recalled that as he began 
studying Cusanus, he considered himself "doubly 
disadvantaged" : Being from the Far East, could he understand 

a Western thinker? And as the son of a father who had been 
converted from Buddhism to Christianity by a German
Reformed missionary, could he understand a Roman Catholic 
like Cusanus? I believe that I speak for all of us who know 
Mori and his work when I say that he has become a genuine 
Master of Cusanus studies. And we are grateful for his long, 
productive reign as President of the American Cusanus 
Society. May it continue for many years to come! 

Kelley, Watanabe, Meiner and Mrs. Meiner 

Societiy's Home Page 

The home page of the American Cusanus Society is 
hosted by the Eisenhower Library of the Johns Hopkins 
University (URL: http://www.mse.jhu.edu:800 I /research/ 
history/cusa.html).lt includes a brief description of the 
society, a note on Latin editions, a chronological list of 
translations into English, a description of coming activities, a 
list of the officers of the society, including the Executive 
Committee and the Advisory Board, and information on 
membership. E-mail connections to the officers and the 
members of the Executive Committee are provided. A Web 
link to the home page of the Institut fi.ir Cusanus-Forschung in 
Trier is provided (URL: http://www.cusanus.org/inhalt.html). 
Suggestions for other links or additions to the site are 
welcomed. 

Thomas M. Izbicki, Eisenhower Library, Johns Hopkins 
University (izbicki@jhu.edu) 
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Donald K. Frank 
1930 - 2000 

On April 20, 2000, Professor Donald K. Frank, a 
member of our Society since 1984 and its Treasurer since 
1990, died. He had been in and out of the hospital a few times 
since 1995. We express our sincere and deep condolences to 
Mrs. Marion Frank and their children, Keith, Andrea, Alys 
and Bryan. 

Born in the Bronx, N.Y. on August 26, 1930, Professor 
Frank went to the famous Bronx High School of Science and 
then received the B.S.S. degree from the College of the City 
of New York in 1951. He pursued his graduate studies at the 
University of Wisconsin, where he received his M.A. in 1954 
and Ph.D. in 1961. His major field of study was Medieval 
History; his minor field English Literature. As special fields, 
he mentioned in his curriculum vitae Classical Political 
Thought and Institutions and Modern Intellectual History. 
Two of the professors who influenced him at the University of 
Wisconsin were Professors Gaines Post and Robert Reynolds 
who acquainted him, as he later wrote in his book, "with the 
tools of medieval and ancient scholarship." He went on: "I 
am truly grateful to the memory of Professor Post for his 
initial suggestion of significant avenue of exploration and a 
thorough, critical and most valuable examination of the 
original draft of this work. Professor Post gave generously of 
the knowledge gleaned from his personal researches and 
offered numerous insights into the solution of specific 
difficulties." 

Dr. Frank joined the C.W. Post College of Long Island 
University in 1960 and served as Dean of the College from 
1974 to 1978. Beginning in 1981, he was Chair of the History 
Department until his retirement at the end of the fall semester 
in 1999. The committee and other academic assignments he 
undertook at the college are too numerous to mention here. 

He was the author of Naturalism and the Troubadour 
Ethic (New York. 1988) and Adam's Progress: A Picaresque 
Tale (Huntington, W.V., 1993). His published articles on 
medieval topics included: "The Corporeal, the Derogatory 
and the Stress on Equality in Andreas' De amore, 11 Medievalia 
et Humanistica. Fascicle XVI (1964); "On the Troubadour 
Fin' Amors. 11 Romance Notes (Spring 1966); "Some Rational 
Considerations of Andreas Capellanus," Romance Notes (Fall 
1966); "On the Troubadour Sense of Merit," Romance Notes 
(Spring 1967) and "Abelard as Imitator of Christ," Viator I 
(1970). 

A tall, handsome man, Dr. Frank was also a gentle and 
kind person. After joining the faculty of C.W. Post College 
myself in 1961, I was somewhat nervous and unsettled in my 
office in the first week. A big man peeked in one day and 

asked me if I was a new faculty member and then invited me 
to go out for a cup of coffee. His kind initiative and, of 
course, our common interest in the Middle Ages, which we 
found out quickly, developed into a long-lasting friendship. 
We even went to Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, 
Michigan together in March 1968 to present our papers at the 
Fourth Biennial Conference on Medieval Studies, which was 
still a fairly small affair. Professor John R. Sommerfeldt, then 
organizer of the conference, could invite all participants to his 
home for an evening reception. When I asked Dr. Frank in 
1990 to serve as Treasurer of the Society, he promptly agreed 
to do so, saying that he would do so as long as I was 
President. I was very grateful to him. It was good to have 
someone I could trust as Treasurer. 

The American Cusanus Society is very much indebted to 
Dr. Frank for his strong support of and faithful services to the 
Society over the years. 

Morimichi Watanabe 

Donald K. Frank 

Naturalism and the 
Troubadour Ethic 

PETER LANG 
New York · Bern · Frankfurt am Main · Paris 
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AMERICAN CUSANUS SOCIETY TO 
CELEBRATE 

CUSANUS' 6TH CENTENARY IN 
OCTOBER 2001 

As is noted in the minutes of the business meeting 
above, the Commemorative Conference of the Society on the 
occasion of the 600th anniversary of Nicolaus Cusanus' birth 
will be held in Washington, D.C. and Gettysburg as follows : 

October 3-4 

October 5-7 

The Catholic University of 
America, Washington, D.C. 

Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary, 
Gettysburg, PA 

Please mark your calendar now! The details of the program 
will be published here as soon as possible. Professor Karsten 
Harries of the Department of Philosophy at Yale University , 
whose book on infinity and perspective in Nicholas of Cusa 
will soon be published, has agreed to deliver an opening 
address on the theme. The Organizing Committee members 
are: Peter Casarella (chair), Elizabeth Brient, Gerald 
Christianson, Donald Duclow, and Thomas lzbicki. 

JAPANESE CUSANUS SOCIETY 
CELEBRATES THE 6TH CENTENARY 

OF THE BIRTH OF NICOLAUS CUSANUS 
IN OCTOBER 2000 

fThe program of the Japanese Cusanus Society on the 
occasion of the 600th anniversary of Cusanus' birth has just 
reached the editor's office. It is composed in Japanese, 
English and German. Only the English version is reproduced 
below with minor corrections]. 

"Cusanus Standing at the Threshold" 

October 6 (Friday), 7 (Saturday) and 8 (Sunday), 2000 
Waseda University, Tokyo 

Organizer: Research Project Group of Waseda University 
in Cooperation with the Japanese Cusanus Society 

President: Prof. Dr. Kazuhiko Yamaki 

Organizing Committee: 

Honorary President: Prof. Chumaru Koyama (President of the 
Japanese Cusanus Society; Rector of Hakuhou University, 
Oyama) 
President: Prof. Dr. Kazuhiko Yamaki (Waseda University, 
Tokyo; Japanese Cusanus Society) 

Members of the Committee: 
Prof. Dr. Kinnichi Ogura (Waseda University) 
Prof. Noriyuki Sakai (Waseda University; Japanese 

Cusanus Society) 
Prof. Yoshiaki Yauchi (Waseda University; Japanese 

Cusanus Society) 
Prof. Dr. Akira Kawanami (Tokyo, Japanese Cusanus 

Society) 
Prof. Satoshi Oide (Sapporo, Japanese Cusanus Society) 
Prof. Dr. Takashi Sakamoto (Tokyo, Japanese Cusanus 

Society) 
Prof. Dr. Tan Sonoda (Kyoto, Japanese Cusanus 

Society) 
Prof. Dr. Kazumichi Yamashita (Shiga, Japanese 

Cusanus Society) 
Prof. Dr. Klaus Kremer (Direktor des Cusanus-lnstitutes 

an der Universitat Trier; Ehrenbeirat der 
japanischen Cusanus-Gesellschaft) 

Prof.Dr. Morimichi Watanabe (President of the 
American Cusanus Society ; Long Island 
University , N.Y.; Honorary Advisor to the 
Japanese Cusanus Society) 

AlJ;{ ·~-!f-:;nmr.1~111~<7):.';t;f'j 

Invitation to the Cusanus Congress in Tokyo 
E1nladung zum Cusanus-Kongrefi in Tokyo 

f!Jtfl.l.::l'l:-:>:71'-3' ;<.j 

·'Cusanus Standing at The Threshold" 
"Der an der Schwelle stehende Cusanus'' 

2000 'f· 10 Jl 6 (>!;) • 7 (l:) • B (Ill ~ 
October 06(Friday) . 07(Salurday). 08(Suriday). 2000. 

~- : 'i'-lil\[!];.\:'7-m~~•ll /At: Wesede University, Tokyo 

±ii : -'i'-1111!1J;:'J'OO!li!jl,r.Jli!JI'.,,r10-7' 
;ltflt: U*?"f-><::<'i'·f< 

~-'It : A•!oM (l;t.Bl:li:'f ) 

Organizer I Veranstatter: 
Research Project Group of Wa&eda University 

In Cooperation with the Japanese Cusanus Society 
President: Pror. Dr. Kazuhiko Yamaki 
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Secretariat of the Committee: 

Prof. Yoshiaki Yauchi (Waseda University, Tokyo) 
Prof. Naoko Sato (Sophia University, Tokyo) 

Address of the Congress: 

Cusanus Congress in Tokyo 
c/o Prof. Dr. Kazuhiko Yamaki 

School of Commerce, Waseda University 
Shinjuku-ku, 169-8050 Tokyo 

Japan 

E-mail: yamaki @mn.waseda.ac.jp 
Tel.: +81-3-5286-2058 
Fax: +81-3-5286-3921 

Invitation to Cusanus Congress in Tokyo 

All interested specialists in Nicholas of Cusa are cordially 
invited to an international Cusanus Congress to be held 6-8 
October 2000 in Tokyo. 

Cusanus standing at the Threshold 

Nicholas of Cusa was born in 1401 in Cues on the Mosel, and 
the year 2001 will be the 600th anniversary of his birth. On 
the occasion of this anniversary we will hold this year in 2000 
in Tokyo an international conference on the thought of this 
polyhedral thinker, for the light comes from the East. 

In order to treat a wide spectrum of his thought the following 
three sessions will be organized: 

I. Tradition and Innovation in Cusanus. 
II. Cusanus and Religions. 
III . Contemporary Meaning of Cusanus' Thought. 

In Session I Cusanus' thought will be treated mainly in its 
philosophical-historical aspect. 

In Session II his thought will be treated chiefly from the point 
of view of the encounter of religions , on which Nicholas 
wrote such books as "De pace fidei" and "Cribratio 
Alkorani ." 

In Session III the contemporary meaning of his thought will 
be treated to elucidate what contributions his thought 
can make to the modem world. 

Every session consists of invited lectures (cf. Name list on the 
page below) and papers presented by Cusanus specialists in 
their fields. 

For every invited lecture 45 minutes will be allotted, and for 
the following discussion 15 minutes. 
For every paper by the presenter 20 minutes will be given, 
with a following discussion period of 10 minutes . 

PROGRAM 

FRIDAY, October 6 

Session I: "Tradition and Innovation in Cusanus" 

9:00-10:00 Invited Lecture I 
I 0:00-10: 30 Paper l 
10:30-11:00 Cciffee Break 
11 :00-12:00 Invited Lecture 2 
12:00-12:30 Paper 2 
12:30-14:30 Lunch 
14:30-15:30 Invited Lecture 3 
15:30-16:00 Paper 3 
16:00-16:30 Coffee Break 
16:30-17:00 Paper4 
17:00-17: 30 Paper 5 
17:30-18:00 Paper 6 
18:00-18:30 Paper 7 

19:00-21:00 Reception 

SATURDAY, October 7 

Session II : "Cusanus and Religions" 

9:00-10:00 Invited Lecture 4 
10:00-10:30 Paper 8 
10:30-11:00 Coffee Break 
11:00-12:00 Invited Lecture 5 
12:00-12:30 Paper 9 
12:30-14:30 Lunch 
14:30-15:30 Invited Lecture 6 
15:30-16:00 Paper 10 
16:00-16: 30 Coffee Break 
16:30-17:00 Paper 11 
17:00~ 17:30 Paper 12 
17:30-18:00 Paper 13 
18:00-18 :30 Paper 14 

19:00- Sightseeing Tour of Tokyo 

SUNDAY, October 8 

Session lll : "Contemporary Meaning of the Thought of 
Cusanus" 
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9:00-10:00 Invited Lecture 7 
10:00-10:30 Paper 15 
10:30-11:00 Coffee Break 
11 :00-12:00 Paper 16 
12:00-12:30 Paper 17 
12:30-14:30 Lunch 
14:30-15:30 Invited Lecture 8 
15:30-16:00 Paper 18 
16:00-16:30 Coffee Break 
16:30-17:00 Paper 19 
17:00-17:30 Paper 20 
17:30-18:00 Paper 21 
18:00-18:30 Paper 22 

19:00-21:00 Supper 

Invited Speakers 

Prof. Dr. Joa6 Maria Andre (University of Coimbura: 
Philosophy) 

Dr. Inigo Boeken (Katholike Universiteit Nijmegen: 
Philosophy) 

Prof. Dr. H. Lawrence Bond (Appalachian State 
University; Former President of the American 
Cusanus Society: Theology and History) 

Prof. Dr. Gerald Christianson (Gettysburg Lutheran 
Seminary; Vice President of the American 
Cusanus Society: Church History) 

Prof. Dr. Walter Andreas Euler (Cusanus-Institut an der 
Universitat Trier: Religionswissenschaft) 

Prof. Dr. Klaus Kremer (Direktor des Cusanus-Institutes 
an der Universitat Trier : Ehrenbeirat der 
japanischen Cusanus-Gesellschaft: Philosophie) 

Prof. Dr. Klaus Riesenhuber (Director of the Institute of 
Medieval Thought, Sophia University in Tokyo: 
Philosophy) 

Prof. Dr. Morimichi Watanabe (President of the 
American Cusanus Society; Long Island 
University; Honorary Advisor to the Japanese 
Cusanus Society: Political Theory) 

Construction of the Speakers 

Session I: K. Kremer; M. Watanabe; I. Boeken and 
proposed Speakers. 

Session II: H.L. Bond; W.-A. Euler; K. Riesenhuber 
and proposed Speakers. 

Session Ill : J. M. Andre; G. Christianson and proposed 
Speakers. 

Call for Papers for Three Sessions 

All interested specialists who wish to present papers within 
the famework of the themes of the three sessions are cordially 
invited to the Cusanus Congress to be held at Waseda 
University in Tokyo on October 6-8, 2000. Twenty minutes, 
followed by a ten-minute discussion period, will be allotted to 
each session paper. This time-limit will be adhered to without 
exception. 
The deadline for the submission of session paper proposals, as 
well as of participation in the Congress, is July 31. 2000. 
All speakers are requested to submit a four-page abstract (one 
and one-half line spacing) to the Congress Secretariat at 
Waseda University, using the enclosed form. If possible, 
please also send a version of the abstract per E-Mail 
(yamaki@waseda.ac.jp) (preferably in one of the following 
formats: DOS/WORD, Win Word for DOS). In any event, the 
text of the abstract should be printed in such a way as to be 
legible to a computer (i.e ., laser-printing preferred). The 
deadline for the submission of the abstract is July 31. 2000, so 
that every participant in the Congress can receive the 
collection of abstracts and of their Japanese translations for 
better understanding. 
A proceeding of the congress will be published sometime in 
the year 200 I. 

Congress Fee 

The Congress fee is three thousand Yen (¥3,000.00). For 
students, the fee is one thousand and five-hundred Yen 
(¥ 1,500.00). 

General Information 

An economic flight ticket between USA and Japan could cost 
under about 1,200 US-Dollar. An economic flight ticket 
between Europe and Japan could cost under about 900 EURO. 
In October, the average temperature in Tokyo is 25-28° C (80-
840 F). 

Electric current in Japan is 50 cycles, 100 volts. 
The regular bank hours are Monday to Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. 

Accomodations 

A limited number of rooms at the guest houses of Waseda 
University are available. Every room has its own kitchen and 
bathroom. 
A room for single use is ¥4,200 a day; a room for double use 
is ¥7 ,000 a day . In addition, we are pleased to announce 
discounted rates, made through special arrangements for 
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Congress participants, at Rihga Royal Hotel Waseda, 1-104-
19 Totsukamachi , Shinjuku-ku , Tokyo (near Waseda 
University). Hotel rooms are available until July 31 , 2000 at 
the following rates : 

¥ 17,500 - Single Room (with breakfast) 
¥26,600 - Double Room (with breakfast) Nachmittag 

FESTWOCHE DES 
CUSANUS-JUBILAUMS 2001 

OF THE CUSANUS-GESELLSCHAFT 

The lnstitut fi.ir Cusanus-Forschung an der Universitat 
und der Theologischen Fakultat Trier and the Cusanus
Gesellschaft will celebrate Cusanus' 6th centenary as indicated 
below. 

Festwoche 
des 

Cusanus-Jubilaums 2001 

Mittwoch, den 23. bis Sonntag. den 27. Mai 2001 

Generalthema: "Nikolaus von Kues 1401 2001" 

Mi. 23.05.2001 
Nachmittag 17.00 Interreligiose Gebetsstunde: Kath. 

Kirche - Evangel. Kirche -
Griechisch-Orthdoxe Kirche -
Altkatholiken - Freikirchen -
Zentralrat Juden - Zentralrat 
Muslime 

anschliessend: Eroffnungsrede des Vorsitzenden 
der Cusanus-Gesellschaft, 
Stadtbtirgermeister Dr. H.Gestrich 

20.00 

Do 24.05.2001 
(Christi-Himmeljahrt) 
Vormittag 9:00 

11:00 

Grussworte 

Empfang mit lmbiss 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. E. Meuthen, Kain: 
Vortrag zum Generalthema (def.) 

Pontifikalamt (rom. Kardinal) 

Ansprache des staatlichen 

Fr.25.05.2001 
Vormittag 

Nachmittag 

Sa. 26.05.2001 
Vormittag 
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12:30 

15:30 

17:00 

18:30 

20:00 

9:00 

10:45 

12:30 

15:30 

17:00 

20:00 

9:00 

Reprasentanten (B undesprasident 
oder Ministerprasident Beck) 

Mittagessen 

I. Vortrag: Die Stellung des 
Nikolaus van Kues in der 
deutschen Philosophie: Univ.
Prof. Dr. K. Kremer, Trier (def.) 

2. Vortrag: Das Verhaltnis van 
Theologie u. Philosophie im 
Denken des NvK: Univ.-Prof. Dr. 
W. Beierwaltes, Mtinchen (def.) 

Abendessen 

Dr. Hermann J. Hallauer, Bonn: 
Vortrag Uber NvK als 
Ki rchenreformator 
und Ftirstbischof v. Brixen (def.) 

I. Vortrag: Verstandnis u. 
Bedeutung des dreieinen Gottes 
nach NvK: Univ.-Prof.Dr. J. 
Hopkins, Minnesota (def.) 

2. Vortrag: Jesus Christ. Herz der 
cusanischen Theologie: Prof. Dr. 
K. -H. Menke, Bonn (def.) 

Mittagessen 

1. Vortrag: De pace fidei. NvK als 
Theoretiker eines christlichen 
Oekumenismus: Univ.-Prof. Dr. G. 
Wenz, Trier (def.) 

2. Vortrag: NvK als Wegbreiter 
des interreligiosen Dialogs und der 
Theologie der Religionen: Prof. 
Dr. W.A. Euler, Trier (def.) 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. P.E. Sigmund, 
Princeton: Die 
gesellschaftstheoretischen 
Vorstellungen des NvK (def.) 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. M. Folkerts, 
Mtinchen: Die Bedeutung der 

9 



American Cusanus Society Newsletter 

10:45 

12:30 

mathematischen Werke des 
NvK (def.) 

Univ.-Prof. Dr. F. Draft, Marburg: 
Die astronomischen ldeen des NvK 
(def.) 

Mittagessen 

Nachmittag und Abend: Reserviert fi.ir die Jugend (genaue 
Planung steht noch aus) 

So. 27.05.2001 
Vormittag 

Verantwortlich : 

9:00 

10:45 

12:30 

Pontifikalamt fi.ir die verstorbenen 
Cusanus-Forscherlnnen 
(V orsitzender der deutschen 
Bischofskonferenz) 

Schlussvortrag Uber die 
medizinischen 
Uberlegungen des NvK 

Mittagessen (Ende der Festwoche) 

Prof.Dr. Klaus Kremer, Direktor 
des Instituts fi.ir Cusanus
Forschung an der Universitat 
Trier, Vorsitzender des 
wissenschaftlichen Beirates der 
Cusanus-Gesellschaft i. Verb. 
mit Stadtbi.irgermeister Dr. Helmut 
Gestrich,Vorsitzender der 
Cusanus-Gesellschaft 

For more information, contact: 
Institut fi.ir Cusanus-Forschung an 
der Universitat und der 
Theologischen Fakultat Trier 
54290 Trier 
Domfreihof 3 
Germany 

TEL. ( 06 51) 9941540/1 
FAX (0651)9941542 

't.~itoioua,noJpttnl 
- Cusanusstift -

555 2lernraJtel1Sueo 
Tele!on 065311260 

[Dr. Luc Bergmans of the Universite Fran~ois-Rabelais , 

Tours, France has kindly sent the editor the following call for 
papers]. 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

NICOLAS DE CUES ET LES PAYS-BAS 
CUSANUS-JUBILAEUM 2001 -TOURS, FRANCE 

Within the framework of the Cusanus-Jubilaum, the Centre 
d'Etudes Supeprieurs de la Renaissance of the University of 
Tours, France is organising an international colloquium on the 
following theme: 

Nicolas de Cues et les Pays-Bas (Nicholas of Cusa and the 
Netherlands). 

The colloquium will take place in the Centre d'Etudes 
Superieurs de la Renaissance (59, rue Nericault-Destouches, 
BP 1328, 37013 Tours cedex 1, France) on November 13 and 
14, 2001. 

The organizers, Dr . Luc Bergmans and Dr . Christian 
Trottmann, are working in co-operation with the Institut fi.ir 
Cusanus-Forschung of the University of Trier and the Faculty 
of Theology of Trier, Germany as well as with the Cusanus
Gesellschaft, Bernkastel-Kues. 

Speakers will be invited to present papers (in French, English, 
Italian or German) on Cusanus and his association with the 
Netherlands: intellectual friendships, influence exerted or 
undergone, or exchanges in the fields of philosophy, theology, 
science, language, devotion and art. 

The subjects treated at the coloquium will include: 

· Cusanus's activities as a papal legate in Dutch-speaking 
regions 

· His activities as a preacher in the Dutch-speaking realm 
· His <Moselfrankisch> dialect and Dutch 
· The <Low German> works in the Kues library 
· Cusanus and Jan van Ruysbroeck 
· Cusanus and Deventer: formal contacts and the influence of 

the Modern Devotion 
· Nicholas of Cusa and the University of Louvain 
· Cusanus's reading of Willem of Moerbeke's translations 
· The influence of the Cologne Albertists of Dutch or 

Flemisch origin, especially Heimeric de Campo 
· Cusanus's friendship and exchange of ideas with Dionysius 

the Carthusian 
· Rogier van der Weyden and De visione Dei 
· Kues altarpiece and the Flemish and Dutch Primitives 
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This list is not exhaustive and we welcome suggestions 
regarding other topics related to our general theme. 

Lectures should last about half an hour and will be followed 
by a discussion of about 15 minutes. 

All speakers will be asked for a one-page summary in French 
of their lecture. These summaries, which should reach us at 
least one month before the conference, will be collected in a 
brochure to be handed out to all participants. 

The proceedings will be published in their original language, 
probably by the French publisher Champion. 

Limited financial support will be available, so speakers are 
requested to seek their own funding. 

Requests for information and one-page proposals for papers 
can be sent to: 

Dr. Luc Bergmans 
9, rue Jules Grevy 
37000 Tours 
France 

[Dr. Bergmans, who is from the Netherlands, is organizing a 
very interesting, stimulating colloquium on the subjects that 
have not been sufficiently emphasized in the past Cusanus 
studies. Certainly, they deserve more attention and research. 
We wish him and Dr. Trottmann a great success. Dr. 
Bergmans and his friend Teun Koetsier are preparing to 
publish in 2001 Mathematics and the Divine: An Historical 
Study, in which in over 700 pages important historical figures 
and subjects will be examined, highlighting Cusanus' 
important role in the development of the idea] . 

[Dr. and Mrs. Hermann Hallauer arrived in New York on July 
2, 2000 and kindly brought the editor the following brochure 
about an exhibition in Brixen that is at present taking place]. 

Landesausstellung 2000 Mostra storica 
:// 1500 CIRCA 

3 Lander, 3 Orte, 1 Ausstellung 
3 regioni, 3 sedi, 1 monstra 

Tirol/Sudtirol-Alto Adige/Trentino 
13.5.-31.10. 

The period around 1500, the brochure tells the reader, 
was like a powder-keg. The world of the Middle Ages broke 
in pieces , and humanism and the Renaissance stretched out 

from Italy to the North. At the same time the fear of witchcraft 
took over, the Jews were persecuted, and the funeral pyres 
flared up. The traffic increased and with it a free exchange of 
ideas. The political scenery of Europe also changed. Many 
powerful families banded together in the Tyrol region, which 
around 1500 became the central land of the Habsburg Empire. 

It was in 1463, continues the brochure, that Nicolaus 
Cusanus, Bishop of Brixen and one of the most learned 
philosophers of the day, drew up the game of bowling, "De 
ludo globi." In the game, the bowl moved around 
uncontrollably between the established world and the chaos. 
Through the game, the visitor to the exhibition will 
understand the period around 1500 as an epoch which was 
breaking up in itself: spirituality and superstition, humanistic 
learning and barbarous ignorance, the hatred of the Jews and 
the false illusion of the witches. Hence the exhibition pays 
considerable attention to Cusanus' ideas. 

NICOLAI DE CUSA 
OPERA OMNIA 

DIALOGU S OE LUDO G LOB! 

COIOlllPITOlllQU llLLL'iTUV1T 

IOH ... N,..t.S G!.lH,\IOU~ )tNGJ::I 

NKliOLAS DE OJSA • Ot ludo Clobi 

ThoGunoo/Splma 
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Conference on Cusanus' Scientific Ideas 
held in 

Bad Honnef, Germany in January 2000 

[Dr. Hans Gerhard Senger of the Thomas-lnstitut, University 
of Cologne kindly sent the editor a copy of the 86-page 
conference program. Edited by Prof. Dr. Kurt Roessler of the 
Institut fi.ir Nuklearchemie, Forschungszentrum Jtilich GmbH, 
52425 Jtilich, Germany, the program shows that 106 scholars 
from various fields, such as mathematics, physics, 
psychology, chemistry, astrophysics, geology, planetology, 
microbiology, molecularbiology, ethnology, medicine, 
neurophysiology, history, theology, literature, philology, law, 
economics, education, etc., attended a 3-day conference under 
the general theme: "Nikolaus von Kues als 
Naturwissenschaftler (Eh Beispiel der postbiotischen 
Evolution)." They came not only from Germany, but also 
from France, Japan, and Switzerland. The program committee 
consisted of Dr. Franz R. Krueger, Darmstadt, Prof. Dr. Kurt 
Roessler, Ji.ilich and Mi.inster, and Dr. Hans Gerhard Senger, 
Koln and Heidelberg. It should be noted that it was the 6th 
Bad Honnef "Winterseminar" dealing with the 
"Grenzproblemen der Kosmischen Evolution." 
One of the most interesting components of the program is a 
list of the works of Nichclas of Cusa (Werkverzeichnis des 
Nikolaus von Kues, pp. 11-15), which was examined and 
supplemented by Prof. Klaus Kremer, Director of the Institut 
fiir Cusanus-Forschung in Trier. Another interesting, 
important section is a list of the publications since 1847 on 
Nicholas of Cusa's ideas on natural science, medicine and 
natural philosophy (Bibliographie der Werke uber Nikolaus 
von Kues seit 1847 auf den Gebieten Naturwissenschaften, 
Medizin und Naturphilosophie, pp. 63-72). The program of 
the conference is described below. 

Program des 6. Bad Honnefer Winterseminars vom 19.-21. 
Januar 2000 

Nikolaus von Kues als Naturwissenschaftler 
(Ein Beispiel der postbiotischen Evolution) 

Mittwoch, 19 . Januar 2000 : Fragestellung und 
Voraussetzungen 

14:00 

14:30 

Kurt Roessler: Nikolaus von Kues und 
die heutige 
Naturwissenschaft : 
Resonanz in der 
Geschichte? 

Hans Gerhard Senger: Nikolaus von Kues in 

15:00 Franz R. Kruger: 
seiner Zeit 
Postbiotische Evolution 

Hauptvortrage 

15:30 Ernst Poppel: 

16:30 Kaffeepause 
17:00 Hans G. Senger: 

18:00 Marc-Aeliko Aris: 
19:15 Abendessen 
20:30 Abendspaziergang -

Erkenntnisprozesses bei 
Nikolaus von Kues im 
Licht der modernen 
Naturwissenschaften 

Obersetzung und 
Interpretation 
Cusanuslekti.iren 

Rhondorfer Winzer 

Donnerstag , 20. Januar 2000:Nikolaus von Kues und 
die Natunvissenschaften 

09:00 Stefan Schneider: Paradigmenwechsel im 

10:00 

11:00 
11:30 

12:30 
14:00 

15:00 

16:00 
16:30 

17:30 
18:45 
20:00 

Heribert M. Nobis: 

Kaffeepause 

Weltbild und ctie 
Entfaltung 
natu rwi ssenchaftl i ch er 
Erkenntnis bei Nikolaus 
von Kues 
Die Bedeutung des 
Messung und der 
Instrumente fi.ir die 
wissenschaftliche 
Naturerkenntnis bei 
Nikolaus von Kues -
insbesondere in der 
Medizin 

Eberhard Knobloch: Unendlichkeit 
Mathematik 

und 

Mittagessen 
Franz R. Krueger: 

Fritz Krafft: 

Kafeepause 
Kurt Roessler: 

Die algebraische 
Grundstrukur von Gott 
und Welt im Trialogus de 
posse st 
Nikolaus' von Kues 
Schweretheorie 

Nikolaus von Kues zu 
Problemen der 
kosmischen Evolution 

Eva-Maria Ruhnau: Unendlichkeit und Physik 
Abendessen 
Offentliche Abendveranstaltung 
Helmut Gestrich: Nikolaus von Kues -

Leben und Werk 
(mit Musikbeispielen der 
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Zeit des Nikolaus von 
Kues und der Modeme) 

Freitag, 21. Januar 2000: Postbiotische Evolution 

09:00 

09:30 

10: 15 

11 :00 
11 :30 

12:30 
14:00 

15:00 
16:00 

(Heribert M. Nobis und Kurt Roessler: Zur 
Alchemie bei Nikolaus von Kues) 
Wolfgang Barglik: Denker, die ihrer Zeit 

voraus sind 
Claudia C. Krausse: 

Kaffeepause 
Franz R. Krueger: 

Mittagessen 
Detlef B. Linke: 

Gesamtdiskussion 
Ende des Seminars 

Von den Pyramidentexten 
bis Nikolaus von Kues: 
Kognitive 
anthropologische 
Entwickl ungsschri tte 

Die vier inneren Ringe 
des Ludus globi - Die 
Evolution zum modemen 
Menschen 

Zur Neurophysiologie der 
Kugel 

According to the program, a collection of the papers is 
scheduled to appear in book form in 2000. For more 
information about the conference: 

Prof. Dr. Kurt Roessler 
c/o lnstitut fi.ir Nuklearchemie 
Forschungszentrum Ji.ilich GmbH 
52425 Ji.ilich 
Tel. 02461-613109/614141 
Fax: 02461-612535 
E-mail: k.roessler@fz-juelich.de 

Quod mathematica nos iuvet plurimum in diversorum 
divinorum apprehensione 
[Die Leistung der Mathematik beim Erfassen der 
innergottlichen Relationen] 

Nikolaus von Kues: De docta ignorantia I, Kap. l l. 

HMML Described in a Flyer 

[The Hill Monastic Library distributed at the 35th 
International Congress at Western Michigan University past 
Ma y a very informative flyer about its purpose and 
organization. As was stated in the Newsletter frequently in 
the past, HMML is the only repository of the microfilms of 
manuscripts in the St. Nicholas Hospital Library in 
Bernkastel-Kues, Germany. Some of our members, including 
the editor , have visited HMML to study some of the 
microfilms there. We would encourage more members to go 
to HMML. A copy of the flyer is reproduced below.] 

Hill Monastic Manuscript Library 
Sli'll:.loM'1lMWwsty,~, WHS6321 

phone; 321)383-3514 

111:320-353-3222 
..-:~ 

ll'lenl:llllDlr.w.'W.Clbs;.IMI~ 

MANUSCRIPT MICROFILM COUECTIONS AT HMML 

Tl-.l'9~lrMrllscr\:'ILMty1•-*hllrveetlndlT'ml~ll'lol'llD~c.1 
~NcxrontSollllld4Ylll!W'll'°'*l'llldr1l:nrill .... darc:l'liw.slbr*. Sh:li's~fl 11185. 
hl.baryhlliMntlalTllol~lflCl~IDlmlllDfSl'IW125njtonpi1ge1Dnowr9:!,000 

YOlli'NtillbrlriM&nd&rctweetvoiqo.cEu!ope, IMMiddleEMl. lfldNcrtl"'""' . Tht~ll 
CQl!rilldlD!Uliillghm~(ltlCltlellllyolhli1~11"1dhallllf9lhlpo:U:it~ 
MilWl:t tnd~ltt:ltc:tic:imn. tMdlt11,llMdiallb, nflll~~ 

HMML FILMING PR()fECTS 

,,.._-32 .00lrrwuc,._~llt 

AwtriltlH&bWl.llfll'(I 

~-10,fQ ....... 
~-TD_.._... 
Pcft.9111-Z,081 ...... 

Splin-8.206~ 
1111111-1S,35511CMiw.lilell'llfr'OtllhNllOnll 

l.ltny In VIMl llld '11 Cllmll 
~ilMdiv. 

Swilnrilnd-81~ 

SWtdltl -~l,t/XJ~ 
_ .. _ 

HMML'l~~~lllltt 
~COl)iet.DllllM~inl.,..,.OI' 
....,.,noti-.s1cll ... -=t~ .... Lra 

l'Ml..hlli:ucr-.d~, a. cmo 
...-~ol...,....lnlnnll'Jltlllft 
....,.._. .. o:a.nna. 

cdldrcllllrw:l~TlWL.btlry&l&ollM 
~~nl_... .... 
llllllltllllOllM. 

Ofl.Dflil.ING INFORMATION 

HMM!. .... C.- d il5 own ricolr. Nljlc1 ti 
ptflillkl'llnmlllfNnUllOl?(-O'M'liro;il<Dta.iy 
tfilW.ont,"llbrrlao!WnolCCllflcM•~ 
Ple.94119klllil~~ln"'*1g: you 
ft!!tlMlicto'-

PRICES~~wcl .... poti'MCW'liyl: 
ln Ncwtl'IA.mtricl-$!50.00 

OUllldl Hotf1 Anwtcl - '60.00 
Pl&* pMbJM Inn llrn. a;min: '3.50 

SEIMGE c:HARGES: 
Adllli'llnionlelpetbllly-S10.IXI 

"°1tl'f'lee. ft::lolnCI pmb.llldO\lopllnl'IU.. 
PlfrrL-14.00 

SINa ctllf9I ptr p1'ntllul Oldl1 Of otlW .W., 
petllCu' - 125..crl 

ON·SIU FINDING AIDS 

HLM..r...U.on4'1elilil. n..nao.: 
t1~1nap111nlhtliltWCldldtlltlt. 

Wld'°mnlf/~- ~bf 
HMfrll.lfldllllll'IUUdtRecNtc:hl•itHIDii 
dllTl!Gll . .. ~co.Acwl'lda"*-'. ln 

Pltqli) ....... lo11.M•HMML 
Artlndu.The~lromAl.nilnbllle 
lr'ICl~~.......,..,.i'ldmd 

ea:o0ig ti N Pmolton nm d Ctntiln Ar. 
~WltecCCabloglei. HMWl.'I...._., 
ll\R.llCf.1*lllY1belll'lcallk9JOdM:COIS!g1D 
.....,,lfldlilllet..tlln..,._lar.dtrvDll'w:lll ...... 

HMML Wf8 SITF 

ThlWlb·~~ ...... .....,,,._ .. _ 
"!fSIWM.,.,.,....., 

SUPPORTJNC COU.ECTIONS 

HMLl.'a~cdledic!\lllc:bts~ 

1..-ehil""'r.Mllc,~,llndcftlfldl"lirDy 
Mlriyll"O'e..-.r....-ol'llf..-....Wpwicd 
.... COllMd• Ml lnlddllan, Studyc-ttrs 
hM bNl'I tllltU'lld lof ........ hM,.., 
~andO.nn111y, Etiqia,R 
....._._,..,andprQn*...W.ol ...... -
HMMl hat.- l lltQt eolldon of~'. 
~ 11 lddton ao b own cat1lc9* Ind 
twda•. Thi Lbrrf llllO '* nW:rolmed 
~lac.:llrdnglidLR:lD!g,,.,..illln 

ca11k9*. "'CCllec:loft d pidlhld CMlbpl 
wd~tlCliml·art~vilPALS 
l'lt....-C--~olA.lainl.Anly.SUI 

JDM"•lkivntf. 

INQUIRJfS 

lnl:~lbcU .. c:oildiotl"llJ'blmldlOWll' .. 
~.bfwrilltl.«bitl-fNlllLl--MML hllan 
_.. ... hlCllllClit-.~almb 

\'ISITING HMML 

,...,._,,..Wllal!'M.. Thel.RnrySqlllll 

lrilondlyf'f01.9'1Friclly, 8"DOll.ITl.b4:30p..n.. 
llmtll~. Theilf!Uq>"'9y_be....., 

C1t15.tllm,landSut-i:l1yt . ~l'My
,... l.b.ary tor 5hDrt Cf nln:tlel pMcds PWtM 
~llao.iatail~ne.dfll**l~lll 
llaillallC8. crlyo.JA111pll/ri'Qltll\Q l ay. 

ACCOMMCl)ATIQNS: Avlllbleonc.~. For 
i'lbm911)(1 cal 3:2005).ll 13. 

FRIENDS OF HMML 

HMMLS111l·ezen"PN:1r1ptafl~'111 
IMlallllownb"ldi'lglP&flll'OnlStitt.ldln'1 
UWnllt. Thi L1lwy dlpMd$ 'P lnCi¥icbl.t 
ctJnUcN b'ill CIPlflill"l9...,,...... FrilndJGI 
HUML ~ rw l.Jlnr(1 pqeaa. ll'l r9Mn. 
FfltrdlttooMal'llWllllOtr, llec:iauta. S1:j~ 
.......... CaactTMyDrortolCI'-. 

-~I 

HMMLSTAFF 

ff. Elle 11*1, 058. Pll.D~ Dilcto' 

.llnrilf Cahoy. CoonlNW bOlb Serlliels 
Ji.iit°"'1w\Oll"Clt~ 

ltfl'll'leeL~.Dnc:tDrotDNelaplnenl 

O.lldwtllil9, Ph.D.,0'*1111 ~ 

"-'s.or.riH1y11.Ph.D .. Edlor.M~ 
.ll!llhlef'l-Ulon, 068, Gn&ql 

.IClfWI Kull&, OS8. Pl'l.D., FWd OhQ)( EUllQOlln 
Opn-

GlllPY S.Wt.n.. 068. C.00• &.u 
Det1or111 SNphft, Ph.O., CClollhtir b Nik 

Pl09fWl'llllldEdi.alion 
l'lllral .a. V1m, Ptl.D .• MMla Sbdy C.... 

c-
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FOLLOWING CUSANUS' FOOTSTEPS 

(26) Cues (Kues): 
Part 2: Hospital of St. Nicholas 

[This is the twenty-sixth article in a series in which important 
institutions and places that appeared in the life of Nicholas of 
Cusa are briefly described and discussed. After (25) Cues 
(Kues) in the preceding number of the Newsletter, this article, 
(26) Cues (Kues): Part 2: Hospital of St. Nicholas, is the first 
case in which the second part of an article is presented. In the 
next number of the Newsletter, a description and discussion of 
Cusanus' famous library in the Hospital of St. Nicholas will 
appear as (27) Cues (Kues): Part 3: The Library.] 

Cues (Kues) is not only Cusanus' birthplace, but also a 
site where one of his most important spiritual legacies, the 
Hospital of St. Nicholas, has been in existence since its 
foundation in 1458. Having survived all the disturbances and 
repercussions of the Reformation, the Thirty Years' War, the 

French Revolution, 
the Secularizatrion 
and World Wars I 
and II, the hospital 
stands today as a 
most important 
testament to 
Cusanus' life and 
ideas. It is therefore 
worth examining, 
especially in 

Hospital facing Bernkastel 
commemoration of 

Cusanus' birth in Cues in 1401, how the hospital came about, 
what it is like and what it has meant over the years. 

Even before the death of their father, Henne Cryftz or 
Krebs, sometime after Oc~ober 1449, Cusanus, his brother, 
Johann Ct 1456), and his sister, Klara (t 1473), seem to have 
begun to consider the founding of a hospital in Cues. His 
father, a fairly well-to-do businessman and influential member 
of the community, left a considerable amount of property and 
possessions which could be given to the hospital. Although 
known for his unpretentiousness and lack of interest in 
material possessions, Cusanus himself was not entirely 
without economic acumen and accumulated a considerable 
number of benefices and had a large income from them even 

before his elevation to the cardinalate in 1449. 

The actual building of the hospital began in 1450 or 
1451 after the death of his father. The name of its architect is 
not known. The beginning of construction was delayed 
probably because of Cusanus' promotion to cardinal and his 
legation journey to Germany and the Low Countries in 1451-
1452. At the site of an old chapel of St. Nicholas , the patron 

saint of the fishermen, located on the left bank of the Moselle 
river, the hospital was to be established. 

When Cusanus visited Bernkastel and Cues on October 
9, 1451 during his famous legation tour, the hospital was not 
completed. It is conceivable that he, his brother and his sister 
had a chance to discuss the future of the hospital. On May l , 
1453, the hospital, with the exception of its chapel, was 
completed. Cusanus spoke of the completed building on 
March 30, 1457, but it was not until May 5, 1457 that the 
construction of the entire hospital was finished . Although he 
was very anxious to see it, Cusanus himself could not be there 
to witness the birth of a new institution that represented many 
of his innermost desires, spiritual ideas and intellectual 
aspirations . According to Cusanus' own testimony, the 
construction of the hospital cost 10,000 Rhenish gold florins. 
He could say rightly: "Wir haben einen kostlichen baw 
getan." 

What was the purpose of the hospital? Who was to be 
admitted? How was it to be administered? On December 3, 
1458, at Rome, Cusanus executed a deed (Stiftungsurkunde) 
giving, in fifteen articles, detailed instructions as to the 
administration of the hospital. The hospital was to shelter 
thirty-three poor men who were above fifty years of age. It 
was essentially a 
place of refuge and a 
"hos pi tale 
pauperum ." But 
Cusanus added that 
six priests and six 
nobles, if it is easy to 
have them ("si 
commode haberi 
poterunt") should be 
included, making the 
number of laymen 
twenty-one. Needless 
to say, the total 
number of inhabitants 
represents the life 
span of Jesus Christ. 
All the inhabitants, Stiftungsurkunde 

without any class distinction, were to wear a grey habit and to 
live according to the customary ways of the region and, as far 
as possible, like the lay brothers of the Augusti1nian 
Congregation at Windesheim ("fratribus Canonicorum 
regularium de Capitulo de Windeshem") in the Netherlands. 
The hospital was to be directed and managed by a rector. 
Jakob Marx gives a list of rectors from 1464 to 1898 on pp. 1-
2 in his important work, Geschichte des Armen-Hospitals zum 
h. Nikolaus zu Cues (Trier, 1907). 
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Cusanus, the son of a bourgeois businessman, was no 
doubt concerned about and interested in the future 
maintenance of the hospital. On July 15, 1461, when he was 
ill in Rome, he wrote his first will with the assistance of 
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Henricus Pomert, his 
secretary . Shortly 
before dying in Todi, 
he executed the final 
testimony afresh on 
August 6, 1464, in the 
presence of Giovanni 
Andrea de' Bossi, 
Bishop of Aleria, 
Paolo Toscanelli, his 

5th Centenary Commemorative Postcard friend from the 
(1958) Paduan days, 

Ferdinand Martins , his physician, and Peter Wynmar von 
Erkelenz, a close friend and former secretary who acted as 
apostolic and imperial notary. It was noted in the will 
that the cardinal had in the Medici Bank "sex mi/Lia et 
septingentos florenos Rhenenses," of which five thousand 
were given to the hospital. (He endowed the hospital with 
20,000 Rhenish gold florins to produce a yearly revenue of 
800 florins) . Sister Klara 's donation to the hospital also 
contributed to the financial stability and safety of the hospital 
over the years. Some of the vineyards that are found in the 
property of the hospital produce a good number of wines that 
still contribute to the economic health of the hospital (see 
Appendix III). 

Cusanus was anxious to consecrate the hospital himself, 
but because of his busy schedule as Bishop of Brixen and 
Cardinal, he simply did not have a chance to do so. It was 
only on July 22, 1465, the day of St. Mary Magdalena one 
year after his death, that the ceremony took place. 

In addition to the hospital at Cues, Cusanus founded in 
1469 the Bursa Cusana for twenty clerical students at 
Deventer, the Netherlands. It is often said that Cusanus' 
generous action was motivated by the experience of his 
youthful years as a student of the school of Devotio Moderna 
at Deventer. But, as Meuthen often pointed out, there is no 
clear evidence that Cusanus was a student at Deventer. The 
foundings of the Hospital of St. Nicholas at Cues and the 
Bursa Cusana were not directly related to each other. 

How was the Hospital of St. Nicholas related to other 
hospitals being developed in Germany or other European 
countries in the late Midale Ages? What were its features and 
characteristics? What is its significance today? These are 
important and complicated questions that need close study. 
They can be discussed only briefly here. 

In 1965, Paul Bonenfant, a pioneer in the study of 
charitable institutions, stated: "Despite its multiple interests 
the study of medieval hospitals has not yet given rise to works 
of general synthesis." Some serious and valiant attempts had 
been made to record hospital histories, but historians or those 
who wrote about the history of medieval hospitals tended to 
assume that hospitals were established by philanthropic lay
or churchmen attempting to meet the needs of the sick poor. 
It is comparatively recently that historians began to examine 
medieval hospitals more critically. "Hospitals over time have 
been much more varied than a casual glance at their present
day namesakes might indicate," wrote Lindsay Granshaw in 
1989. In fact, Richard Goldhahn had warned in 1940 that the 
contemporary notion of the hospital should not simply be 
transferred to the study of medieval hospitals. 

Martha Carlin wrote in 1989: "The medieval term 
'hospital', hospitale in Latin, embraced four main types of 
institutions: leper houses, almshouses, hospices for poor 
wayfarers and pilgrims, and institutions that cared for the sick 
poor." According to Carlin, and many others, of the four 
classes mentioned above, the first and easiest to distinguish 
was the leper hospital. Almshouses formed the second and 
most numerous of the hospitals. Neither leper hospitals nor 
almshouses provided medical care as such. No medical care 
was normally given at the third category of medieval hospitals 
either. The fourth category of medieval hospitals, that were 
intended wholly or partially for the care of the non-Ieperous 
sick poor, seems to have been the least numerous. 

As the complexity of medieval hospitals has become 
clear, Granshaw wrote, "after long neglect. . . hospitals are at 
last receiving serious historical attention." David Knowles' 
and Neville Hadcock's Medieval Religious Houses, England 
and Wales (2nd ed, 1971) contains an impressive description 
of some 1,103 hospitals, with a brief history of each. But 
nowdays "historians are looking 
beyond the mere act of lay 
philanthropy and asking who 
gave, why they gave, and what 
the relationship to the hospital 
was" (Granshaw, p. 2). After 
this brief overview, we may 
return to Cues. 

When we enter the two
s toryed hospital through its 
Baroque portal, with the statue 
of St. Nicholas and the coat of 
arms of the Krebs family, an 
inner yard surrounded by the 
late Gothic cloisters 

Cloister 
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(Kreuzgang) opens up on the right. The immediate 
impression is that we are in a monastic building. 

It seems that Cusanus in designing the hospital clearly 
wanted to avoid the typically north-European hospitals like 
those in Gent, Brugge, Li.ibeck, Mainz and Ni.irnberg that are 
buildings with a large hall. As we go around the yard through 
the cloisters, thirteen of the small rooms for the inhabitants on 
the southern and western sides of the ground floor can be 
seen. On the northern side of the cloisters is the refectory for 
the inhabitants. 

Refektorlum 
Haup~gang 
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The late Gothic chapel of the hospital, consisting of 
choir and a square nave, is on the south-eastern part of the 
hospital and is one of the most beautiful and unique sacral 
buildings in the region of Trier. Before the Gothic high altar 
in the choir is found the tomb of Cusanus, where his heart 
found its eternal rest. His body had been taken from Todi to 
Rome and buried in his titular church, San Pietro in Vincoli , 
but the heart was brought to Cues according to his 
instructions. The place is marked by a copper plaque with a 
portrait of the cardinal and the inscription, which was made by 
Peter von Erkelenz in 1488: 

Nicolao de Cusa tit. s. Petri ad vincula presbytero 
Cardinali et Episcopo Brixin( ensi ), qui obi it Tuderti huis 
hospitalis fundator. MCCCCLXllll die XI. Augusti et ob 
devocionem Rome ante cathenas s. Petri sepeliri voluit. 

Di/exit Deum. timuit ac veneratus est ac illi soli servivit, 
promissio retributionis non fefellit eum. Vixit annis LXIII Deo 
er hominibus charus . .. . 

The square nave of the chapel is especially notable for 
the fact that the only central pillar, which, with its twelve 
vaultribs, sustains the roof, develops into a distinct turret on 
the roof that can be seen from many sides. Viewed from the 

point of view of architechtural 
history , this one-pillar 
construct ion was something 
new and unique in the region. 

, In the choir of the chapel is 
also found the tomb of Clara, 
Cusanus' sister. The epitaph 
on the tomestone is famous . It 
is said that looking at her 
portrait, the former President 
of Germany, Dr. Theodor 
Heuss, called her one of the 
most becautiful German 
women. 

The famous library is located on the second floor of the 
hospital and can be reached nowadays through the rector's 
room. It is particulary important to note that by design the 
inner core of the chapel can be seen through a small window 
in the Ii brary. Undoubtedly, Cusanus wanted to place his 
precious collection of manuscripts near and not separate from 
the spiritual center of the hospital. As stated above, there will 
be a discussion of the library in the next issue of the 
Newsletter. 

It is hoped that we shall be able to grasp the spirit and 
the ideas of the man from Cues as we approach him closely 
and examine his place of birth and his legacies there. 
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TWO NEW VOLUMES IN THE HEIDELBERG EDITION PUBLISHED 
De visione dei and Acta Cusana, /, 4 

Thanks to Mr. Manfred Meiner of Felix Meiner Verlag 
Hamburg, the editor was able to obtain recently in Kalamazoo 
the following two volumes that had been published in April 
2000 under the auspices of the Heidelberg Academy of 
Sciences. 

Nicolai de Cusa Opera Omnia, iussu et auctoritate 
Academiae Litterarum Heidelbergensis ad codicum fidem 
edita, VI: De visione dei, ediCit Adelaida Dorothea Riemann, 
Hamburgi in Aedibus Felicis Meiner, MM. xxx, 133 pp. DM 
248,-. 

NICOLAI DE CUSA 
OPERA OMNIA 

IUSSU ET AUCTOlllTATE 

ACADEMIA£ LITIEllAAUM HEIDELBERGENSIS 

VI 

DE VISIONE DE! 

ADELAIDA 001.0THEA UEMANN 

H"-MBURGI 

IN ARDIBUS FELIClS MElNBP. 

MM 

Acta Cusa na: Quell en zur Lebensgeschichte des 
Nikolaus van Kues, in Auftrag der Heidelberger Akademie 
der Wissenschaften, Band I Lieferung 4: Literatur und 
Register zu Band I, herausgegeben von Erich Meuthen, 

ACTA CUSANA 
Qudlen zur Ubensgesc.hichte des Nikolau.s van Kues 

IM AUFTlAG 0£11. 

HEIDELBERGER AKADEMIE DER WISSENSCH .... FTEN 

EklCH MGUTHEN ... 
HERMANN HALLAUER 

FELIX MEINER VERL.'\G HAMBURG 

Hamburg: Felix Meiner Verlag, 2000. vii, 251 (1561-1815) 
pp. DM 298,-. 

Vol. 2 of Nikolaus von Kues: Briefe und 
Dokumente 

zum Brixner Streit Published 

[Volume I of Nikolaus von Kues: Briefe und Dokumente zum 
Brixner Streit. was announced and described in the 
Newsletter, Vol. XV, Nos. 1-2, 23-24. Now Volume 2 of the 
book under the title "Nikolaus von Kues als Seelsorger: 
Briefe an E.S. Piccolomini: Denkschriften 1453-1458 was 
published recently. It was edited, like Volume I, by Wilhelm 
Baum and Raimund Senoner, but published, unlike Volume 1, 
by Kitab Verlag in Klagenfurt, Austria. Dr. Thomas M. 
lzbicki kindly and expeditiously sent the editor information 
about it, and then a copy of the book reached the editor in 
time for reproducing its cover in the present issue]. 

fr" · Nikolaus von Kue.: 

BRIEFE UND DOKUMENTE 
ZUM BRIXNER STREIT 

II~ i 
Nlk0LA1.:S VOi\ KllF.5 ALS SEELSOkC~k 
8Rl~fl: l>tl'",li;t:IOtffTEN 1t~~l·l~Sl1 
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MFCG 26 PUBLISHED 

[Volume 26 of the Mitteilungen und Forschungsbeitrdge der 
Cusanus-Gesellschaft reached the editor's office thanks to 
Prof.Dr. Klaus Kremer, Director of the Institut fi.ir Cusanus
Forschung in Trier and the Head of the wissenschaftlicher 
Beirat der Cusanus-Gesellschaft. Its title is Sein und Solien: 
Die Ethik des Nikolaus von Kues. It is a collection of papers 
presented at the Symposium in Trier from 15 to 17 October 
1998. The title page of the volume and its table of contents 
are reproduced below]. 

SEIN UND SOLLEN 

DIE ETHIK DES 
NIKOLAUS VON KUES 

MITIEILUNGEN UNO FORSCHUNGSBEITRAGE 
DER CUSANUS-GESELLSCHAFT 

26 

IN HALT 

VORWORT 
HERMAMANN J. HALLAUER 

Zurn Tode von Nikolaus Grass 
TEILNEHMERLISTE 

EROFFNUNG DES SYMPOSIONS 

VII 

XI 
xv 

Stadtbtirgermeister Dr. Helmut Gestrich, Vorsitzender des 
Cusanus-Gesellschaft I 

GRUSSWORTE 

Dr. Hermann Spital, Bischof von Trier 
Leitender Ministrialrat Hans Jbrg Troscher, 
Wissenschaftsminiterium Mainz, in Vertretung von Herrn 
Staatsminister Professor Dr. E. Jtirgen Zollner 4 
Professor Dr. Rainer Hettich, Prasident der Universitat 
Trier 7 

HAUPTREFERA TE 
(mit Diskussion) 

JASPER HOPKINS 
Die Tugenden in der Sicht des Nikolaus von 
Kues. Ihre Vielheit, ihr Verhaltnis 
untereinander und ihr Sein. Erbe und 
Neuansatz 9 

HANS GERHARD SENGER 
Gerechtigkeit und Gleichheit und ihre 
Bedeutung fi.ir die Tugendlehre des Nikolaus 
von Kues 39 

WILHELM DUPRE 
Liebe als Grundbestandteil alien Seins und 
>Form oder Leben aller Tugendens< 65 

KLAUS KREMER 
Das kognitive und affektive Apriori bei der 
Erfassung des Sittlichen I 0 I 

NORBERT HEROLD 
Die Willensfreiheit des Menschen im 
Kontext sittlichen Handelns bei Nikolaus 
von Kues 145 

ALBERTDAHM 
Christus - > Tugend der Tugenden< 187 

HUBERT BENZ 
Ziel des sittlichen Handelns und einer 
philosophisch- theologischen Ethik des 
Nikolaus von Kues 209 

SONDERBEITRAGE 

GERHARD FADEN 
Die Koinzidenz von Nahe und Ferne bei 
Nikolaus von Kues 261 

REGISTER 
Personenregister 281 
Sachregister 288 
Ortsregister 30 I 
Handschriftenregister 30 I 
Stellenregister zu Werken des Nikolaus von 
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Kues 302 
Die Authoren dieses Bandes 308 

TRIERER CUSANUS LECTURE 6 

Volume 6 of the Trierer Cusanus Lecture, a series of 
lectures on Cusanus published by the Cusanus-Institut for 
Forschung at the University of Trier, reached the editor's desk 
in time for inclusion in tr.is issue. The volume deals with 
Cusanus' difficult period in the later years of his life in the 
Tyrol. In it the period is examined and analyzed concisely by 
one of a few scholars who know about Cusanus' experiences 
intimately, Dr. Hermann J. Hallauer. It was published in 
2000, by Paulinus Verlag in Trier. 

20 

Hermann J. Hallauer 

Nikolaus von Kue..; 
als Bischof und Landesfiirst 

in Brixen 

TmFRER CusA!\TS Lr:c1 URL 

June 2000 

"Spitzhauschen"(l583) in Bernkastel 
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Some Recent Books by Our Members 

[We list below some of the books published recently by our 
members. If there are others that should have been mentioned 
here, please inform the editor!] 

Nora K. and Vittorio Hosle, Tetsugakusha no Kafee 
(The Philosophers' Cafe): Sekai o ikirutame no Kodomo to 
Otona no Ojuku Shokan (An Exchange of Letters for Children 
and Adults to Experience the World), tr. by Shogo Asami. 
Tokyo: New Kawade Shobo, 1999. 267+iii pp. ¥2000. 

Nora K. and Vittorio Hosle, The Dead Philosphers' 
Cafe: An Exchange of Letters for Children and Adults, tr. by 
Steven Rendall. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame 
Press, 2000. vii, 166 pp. 

[The above two books are the Japanese and English 
translations of Nora K. und Vittorio Hosle, Das Cafe der toten 
Philosophen: ein philosophischer Briefwechsel fiir Kinder 
und Erwachsene (Mlinchen: C.H. Beck, 1996). The book has 
so far been translated into Catalan, Dutch, English, Italian, 
Japanese, Korean, Portuguse, Spanish and Turkish. 
Translations in mainland-Chinese and Taiwanese-Chinese will 
come out shortly]. 

Hopkins, Jasper. Nicholas of Cusa: Speculations: 
Volume Two. Minneapolis, MN: The Arthur J. Banning 
Press, 2000. ix, 437 pp. [This book has a new translation not 
only of the De Coniecturis (On Surmises), but also of the De 
Ludo Globi (The Bowling-Game)]. 

NICHOLAS OF CUSA: 
METAPHYSICAL SPECULATIONS: 

VOLUME TWO 

&r 
JASPER HOPKINS 

THE ARTHUR J. BANNING PRE$$ 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 

Thomas M. Izbicki and Christopher M. Bellitto (eds.), 
Reform and Renewal in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance: 
Studies in Honor of Louis Pascoe. S.J. Leiden/Boston/Kain: 
Brill Academic Publishers, 2000. viii, 263 pp. NLG I 75,
/US$ 103.-. 

REFORM AND RENEW AL 
IN THE :MIDDLE AGES AND 

THE RENAISSANCE 
STUDIES IN HONOR OF LOUIS PASCOE, S. j. 

!Dm:D>Y 

THOMAS M. IZBICKI 

CHRISTOPHER M. BELLITTO 

BRILL 
LEIDEN · BOSTON · KOLN 

2000 
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James Grayson Trulove and IL Kim (eds.), The New 
American Cottage: Innovations in Small-Scale Residential 
Architecture. New York: Whitney Library of Design, 1999. 
226 pp. $55.00. 

Philip D.W. Krey and Lesley Smith (eds.), Nicholas of 
Lyra: The Senses of Scripture. Leiden/Boston/Koln: Brill 
Academic Publishers, 1999. 266 pp. NLG 142,-/US$ 84.-. 

Nicholas of Lyra: 
The Senses ol Scripture 
Philip D.W. Kre" and Lesley Smith 

The first modern study of Nicholas of 
Lyra. A Franciscan teacher at the 
University of Paris, Nicholas (d. 1349) 
was an immensely important biblical 
commentator whose works influenced 
generations of scholars including Luther. 
Fifteen essays on his masterpiece, the 
Postil/.Je super cotam Bibliam, illuminate 
the remarkable ad:ievement of this key 
thinker, from his knowledge of Hebrew 
to political ideas. 

Philip D.W. Krey, Ph.D. (1990), 
Chicago, is Dean of the Faculty and 
Professor of Early and Medieval Chlll'ch 
History at the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Philadelphia. 

Lesley Smith, Dphil. (1986), Oxford 
University, is Academic Bursar and Fellow 
of Harris Manchester College, Oxf<..td. 

• August 1999. Cloth with dustjacket 
(approx. 266 pp.) 

0 ISBN 90 04 11295 2 

• List prlce-NLG 142.- / usS 84.· 
• Studies In the History of Christian Thought, 90 

NANCY J. HUDSON COMPLETES HER 
PH.D. DISSERTATION 

ON NICOLAUS CUSANUS 
AT YALE UNIVERSITY 

Nancy Hudson has 
been a member of the 
Society since 1994. We are 
very pleased to report that 
she recently completed her 
Ph .D. dissertation on 
Nicolaus Cusanus at Yale 
University. The title page of 
Dr. Hudson's dissertation 
and its abs tract are 
reproduced below. 
Congratulations! 

'l'M>o•h in u. T111D119trt of •1cllolH o! 1;11 .. , 
C. l 9ln, ggal , •ad .. alh-4 DHt.iny ot cr.iidoci 

"Dl•aut•tica 
•r•MntAdt.atllilrK11ltyofU.,.<k"lld~&chc...i 1 .. 

td•Unl.,u·•.l.ty 
1a C&Dd.id.aey fer ti. Dooqr- cf 

~ct.or of Pllllo-phy 

"' R&nc')' JOyoe llu4110D 

Kay, 1tH 

Abe tract 
Theo•!• in tM ThOuqht of NieholH ot CUN: 

origin, ooal, and Real bed oeatiny of creation 
Nancy Joyce Rudeon 

Yale univeraity 
19H 

Thie dissertation explorH the doatrin• ot tbeo•is in the 

t.houqht of Cardinal !ficholaa of Cu.a (1401-1464). The doctrine of 

dli!icat.ion l.iH at the heart of Cvaonu11' mystical .etaptiyaic•, 

ti.lt ha.a not yet been exuined u a theM in ite own right. Thi• 

dieHrtation, therefore, i• an ati.pt to aituate Cuaanua' theory 

ot theoaia within the lar9er body ct hie wo:rk e.nd loo):. at its 

lllplieatiorui tor Mjor tbema aueh aa hi• doctrine ot God, hh 

theological anth.ropolo<JY, and hb epiet.emoloqy. 

The t.irat chapter eonliata of a h.i•tclric.al introduction ot 

th• term •theoah. • 899inning with Gre9ory of Nyaaa and 

continuin9 with Kax.imua the conteaaor and Paeudo-Cionysius, it 

foeu•• on the dav•lopment ot tM term prior to the ti.a ot 

Micholas ot CUN . Thia ehapt.9r h in~nded. ae a background study, 

not only for the reader' a undantandin9 of the iaeaning of theoaia, 

but alee tor Nichol•• of cuaa•a own tho\.''.'fht. 

Cbapter II tu:rna to Cuaanua • dOCtrine ot divine 

m.aniteatation, or t.beophany. It a1.199Ht.• that theopl\any ia both a 

prerequisite tor theo1ia and. a n uptet ct thecs.ia in its own 

right . This chapter explore• the implication• tor God and 

hW!lil.nity of divine imanenee, ar9uin9 that tb.b too is a form ot 

theosi • . 

Cha.pt.er III stud! •• divine tranaeendenee, the oppoait• ot 

OOd'a i.muneooe, and it• epiataaoloqical ram.Uicaliona. It looka 

at both the 11.m..i t.tiona of human reaeon and ita lOCu• aa the i.JM99 

of God . 

Chapter IV tr6C9a the concept. of theoaia proF9r , noting in 

particular ita Chr1atol091cal c:bar.ctar. It move• from a 

dhcuHion of Ch.rbt ea the Word of God to thie doctrine ot the 

Lugo Dei and the ueent of the intellect to divine Miad.om. Thi• 

cbapt..er coDCludea with an exploration of cua.anua• notion of d.ivin. 

aonahip u a central the• of tbeosia. 

Chapter v addrHaaa CUNnua • controversial eaphaai1 on the 

role of th• intAtllitet in theoab. At iUUlt ia lficholae ot cusa • • 

orthodoxy and the extent to whic h he aecrit:iea to a Heoplaton1c 

intellectua l aalvatlon . This chapter pointa to the precenclent eat 

by tbe •utern church'• doctrine of theoaia and the ai.Jn.i.luitiH 

betwreen it and cuunue • own thought. It argue• that NichOb• of 

CUH follows tro.di tion by maintaining hi.a orthodoxy While uein9 

Reoplatonic philoaophy to foraulate hia wU.que vision of theoaia. 
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MEDIEVAL SERMONS AND SOCIETY 

The Federation Internationale des lnstituts d'Etudes 
Medievales has published a collection of articles dealing with 
medieval sermons in the cloister, the city and the university. 
Its flyer described the volume as follows: 

The twenty-one essays in this volume focus on medieval 
sermons and their relationship to the society they reflect and 
to the diverse audiences they address, broadly divided into 
three groups: cloister, city, and university. The chronological 
range of the essays extends from the early to the late Middle 
Ages, touching on the major periods in the history of 
preaching: monastic texts for use within religious 
communities; the preaching of pilgrim-missionary monks; 
sermons from the twelfth-century Cistercian world reflecting 
heightened Marian devotion and also viewing the urbanization 
of society with alarm; •the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215 
with its influential legislation on preaching; the vast preaching 
activities of the mendicant orders, including sermons written 
for communities of religious women, a crucial part of the cura 
monialium; the growth of the cathedral schools and the 
mendicant studia into universities where preachers were 
educated and aids for preaching and sermons collections were 
generated in great quantities; the production of vernacular 
materials for lay audiences; and the persuasive power of 
preaching in urban centers such as London, or Florence, 
where Italian humanism exerted an early influence on the 
rhetoric of sermons. In all these eras and venues, medieval 
preachers both reflected and shaped the society around them. 
The essays in this volume illustrate amply the wealth of 
material that sermons offer for the social, intellectual, 
religious, and political history of the Middle Ages. 

The volume contains three sections: <The Cloister> 
with an introduction by D.L. Stoudt and articles by Z. 
lzydorczyk, L. Martin, J. Blaettler, A. Thayer, R.D. Hale, D.L. 
Stoudt, A. Syring; <The City> with an introduction by A. 
Thayer and articles by P.B. Roberts, B.M. Kienzle, C.A. 
Muessign, C. Ho., L. Carruthers, J. Dahmus, P. Horner, and P. 
Howard; and <The University> with an introduction by J. 
Hamesse and articles by P.B. Roberts, N. Spatz, D. Pryds, 
E.W. Dolnikowski, and HJ.-J. Schiewer. 

viii-413 p. and 7 illustrations Prix: 1,950 FB 

Les commandes sont a adresser 
a BREPOLS OU a la Federation Internationale 

Steenweg op Tielen, 68 

B-2300 Turnhout (Belgium) 

des Instituts d'Etudes Medievales 

Place du Cardinal Mercier, 14 

B-1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 

(Belgium) 

THE SERMON 
par B.M. Kienzle 

[Another recent book of articles on medieval sermons was 
compiled by the Institut d'Etudes Medievales , Universite 
Catholique de Louvain and published by Brepols Publishers. 
Its announcement and flyer contain the following.] 

The central literary genre in the life of medieval 
Christians and Jews, the sermon is an exceedingly rich but 
until recently under-utilized source for scholars of medieval 
culture. Extant in thousands of unedited manuscripts, 
sermons provide crucial insights into the mentalities of 
medieval people: yet the(y) also pose difficult 
methodological challenges. 

The Sermon. volume 81-83 in the series Typologie des 
sources du moyen age occidental, offers both a practial guide 
to methodology and extensive coverage of both Latin and 
vernacular texts. This significant work provides a bridge from 
sermonists to other scholars, inviting them into the study of 
this exciting and challenging genre. 

The Sermon provides guidelines for histocal criticism 
that apply to the sermon genre. An extensive bibliography of 
works pertinent to genre opens the volume; it is divided into 
sections corresponding to the subsequent chapters. The 
book's Introduction focuses on the definition of the genre, 
attempting to establish a working typology of the sermon both 
as a literary genre and as a medieval text. 

The Jewish Sermon precedes the chapter on Christian 
Sermons: for the latter the genre's development from Latin to 
vernacular serves as the organizational guide. The Latin 
Sermon is represented in: Early Medieval Homilies and 
Homiliaries, The Twelfth-Century Monastic Sermon , the 
Sermons of the Twelfth-Century Schoolmasters and Canons, 
and the Latin Sermons after 1200. The chapter of medieval 
Preaching in Italy encompasses both Latin and vernacular 
sermons, and the several chapters devoted to vernacular texts 
include: Old English; Middle English, Old Norse; French; 
Spanish; Portuguese and Catalan; and German. 

To order: BREPOLS PUBLISHERS 
Begijnhof 67 
B-2300 Turnhout 
Belgium 
Fax: +3214428919 
E-mail: 
orders.publishers@brepols.com 
www.brepols.com/publishers 
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Market Plaza in Bernkastel 

PROF. RAYMOND KLIBANSKY 
INTERVIEWED 

Professor Raymond Klibansky , indisputably the "dean" 
of modern Cusanus researchers, has kindly sent the editor 
recently a copy of a recent article in which he was 
inverviewed by Thomas Goller on his memories about Ernst 
Cassirer. It is: 

"Gesprach: Erinnerungen an Ernst Cassirer - Raymond 
Klibansky im Gesprach mit Thomas Goller," Internationale 
Zeitschrift fiir Philosophie, Heft 2 ( 1999), 276-288. 

On page 288, a fairly detailed description of his life and 
his publications are presented. It should be noted that what 
might be called an autobiography was also published in 
France in 1998. It is: 

Raymond Klibansky, Le philosophe et la memoire du 
siecle. Paris: LES BELLES LEITRES, 1998. 310 pp. 

24 

SONDERDRUCK AUS: 

INTERNATION 
ZEITSCHRIFT 
PHILOSOP 
Herausgegeben von Glinter Figal und Enno Rudolph 

June 2000 

RAYMOND KLIBANSKY 

LE PHILOSOPHE 

ET 

LA MEMOIRE DU SIBCLE 

Tolerance, liberte et philosophie 

Entretiens 
avec 

GEORGES LEROUX 

LES BELLES LETIRES 

1998 

Table des matieres 

Introduction par Georges Leroux ................ .. ....... IX 

I. De Paris a Heidelberg : une jeunesse studieusc ... 1 

II. Heidelberg litteraire ....... ....... .. .......................... 45 

Jil Les Maitres allemands : Eckhart 
et Nicolas de Cues ...... ........................... .............. 71 

JV. De Heidelberg A Oxford: depart d'Allemagnc ... 87 

V. Landres : lutter contre le National-socialisme ... 105 

VI. Les enfants de Satume .................................... 149 

VII. D'Oxford II Montreal ................. ................... ... 167 

VIII. La tradition platonicienne .. .......... .. ................ 195 

IX. Les Maitres anglais : la pens~ 
de la tolerance ......... .... .................................. . .... 207 

X. L'Institut International de la Philosophic ..... .. .... 233 

XI. Jan Patocka ....................................................... 265 

XII. Tolerance, liberte, philosophic ........................ 277 

Bibliographic des livres et articles de Raymond 
Klibansky mentionnes dans ces entretiens ......... 289 

Bibliographic selective des ouvragcs mentionnes .. . 295 
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SELECTED RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

[We would be pleased to receive from members and friends 
offprints of their new articles. We shall not only list them in 
the bibliographical section of the Newsletter. but also add 
them to a sizable collection of articles which the editor 
already has. He wishes to donate the collection and other 
materials on Cusanus in the future to a suitable academic 
institution where they can become the nucleus of a Cusanus 
research library. Naturally, we also welcome new books and 
other publications by our members and friends that are related 
to Cusanus and his times. 

THE EDITOR WISHES TO THANK THOSE MEMBERS 
AND FRIENDS WHO HA VE KINDLY SENT HIM THEIR 
RECENT PUBLICATIONS. It should be added that the 
following selection i'1cludes books and articles by our 
members that are not directly related to Cusanus studies. 

SOME BOOKS THAT WERE ALREADY LISTED IN THE 
PREVIOUS ISSUES OF THE NEWSLETTER ARE 
INCLUDED HERE AGAIN BECAUSE THEY WERE 
REVIEWED RECENTLY IN MAJOR SCHOLARLY 
JOURNALS. They are marked by an asterisk(*) . 

AITENTION: The editor has published the above notice, 
more or less the same way, since 1987. But he realizes now 
strongly that the matter of the Cusanus research library has 
assumed an increasingly important meaning because some of 
the members , including the editor himself, have entered the 
later stages of their lives. In the past, a few proposals were 
received about the library, but for various reasons they could 
not be brought to fruition. It was suggested recently that if a 
positive step can be taken and announced, there might be 
other members or friends who might wish to join the project. 
We welcome your suggestion and advice about this matter]. 

PRIMARY SOURCES AND 
TRANSLATIONS 

Nicholas of Cusa 

Nicolaus Cusanus, Nicolai de Cusa Opera omnia. VI: 
De visione dei . Ed. Adetaida Dorothea Riemann. Hamburg: 
Felix Meiner Verlag, 2000. xxxi, 133 pp. DM 248,- . 

Acta Cusana : Quellen zur Lebensgeschichte des 
Nikolaus van Kues : Band I Lieferung 4: Literatur und 
Register zu Band /, ed. Erich Meuthen. Hamburg: Felix 
Meiner Verlag, 2000. vii, 251 pp. DM 293,-. 

Baum, Wilhelm & Senoner, Raimund, eds. Nikolaus 
van Kues : Briefe und Dokumente zum Brixner Streit: Band 2: 
Nikolaus van Kues als Seelsorger. Briefe an E.S. Piccolomini . 

Denkschriften . Klagenfurt: Kat~b Verlag, 2000. 330 S. 298 
bS; 42,- DM. 

Others 

Alberti, Leon Battista. Descriptio urbis Romae. Ed. & 
tr. Martine Furno & Mario Caipo. [Cahiers d'Humanisme et 
Renaissance, 36) . Geneva: Librairie Droz S.A., 2000. 196 
pp. n.p. 

*Antonio de Cannara. <De pate state pape supra 
concilium generale contra errores Basiliensium>. Einleitung . 
Kommentar und Edition ausgewiihlter Abschnitte. Paderborn: 
Schoningh, 1996. xx, 158. [BR: Cristianesimo nella storia, 
xx/2 giugno 1999), 466-468 (Aldo Landi)). 

(Averroes) . Commentum medium super libro Peri 
hermeneias Aristotelis: Translatio Wilhelmo de Luna 
attributa. Ed. Roland Hissetti. [Averrois Opera, B: Averroes 
Latinus, 12). Leuven: Peeters, 1996. ix, 164 pp. BF 4,800. 
[BR: Speculum, 75, 1 (January 2000), 196-198 (Kent Emery, 
Jr.)]. 

Hildegard of Bingen. On Natural Philosophy and 
Medicine: Selections from "Cause et Cure ." Tr. Margaret 
Berger. [Library of Medieval Women]. Woodbridge, Suff. & 
Rochester~ NY : Boydell and Brewer, 1999. xvii, 166 pp. 
$19.95. 

[John of Segovia] . Johannes van Segovia : Uber de 
magna auctoritate episcoporum in concilio generali. Ed. 
Rolf De Kegal. [Spicilegium Friburgense, 34] . Friborg , 
Schweiz: Universitatsverlag, 1995. 681 pp. 

[Olivi, Peter]. Petri lohannis Olivi : Exposito in 
Canticum Cantiorum . Kritische Edition von Olivis 
Hohenliedkommentar. [Collectio Oliviana , Tomus II] . 
Grottaferrata (Rome): Fondazione Collegio San Bonaventura, 
1999. 345 pp. 

Poggio Bracciolini. De infelicitate principum. Ed. 
Davide Confoca. [Edizione Nationale dei Testi Umanistici , 
2] . Rome: Edizioni di Storia e Letteratura, 1998. L. 50.000. 

Vergerio, Pietro Paolo. Pierpaolo Vergerio the Elder 
and Saint Jerome : An Edition and Translation of "Sermones 
pro Sancto Hieronymo." Tr. and ed. John M. McManamon, 
SJ. [Medieval and Renaissance Texts and Editions]. Tempe, 
AZ: Arizona State University, 1999. 432 pp. $36.00. 
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REFERENCE BOOKS AND 
BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

Bahlcke, Joachim et al., eds. Handbuch der historischen 
Stdtten: Bohmen und Mdhren. Stuttgart: Alfred Kroner, 
1998. xccci, 889 pp. DM 58,-. [BR: English Historical 
Review, CXV, 461 (April 2000), 423 (R.J.W. Evans)]. 

Cross , F.L. & Livingstone, E.A. The Oxford Dictionary 
of the Christian Church. 3rd ed. Oxford/N .Y.: Oxford 
University Press, 1997. £70. [BR: Journal of Ecclesiastical 
History, 50, 3 (April 1999), 514-515 (Gervase Rosser)]. 

Fletcher, Stella. The Longman Companion to 
Renaissance Europe, 1390-1530. [Longman Companion to 
History] . London & New York: Longman, 2000. xiii, 337 
pp. £55.00; £15.99. 

Grendler, Paul F. et al. Encyclopedia of the 
Renaissance. 6 vols. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1999. [Dedicated to the Memory of Paul 0 . Kristeller & 
Charles Trinkaus]. 

BOOKS 

Nicholas of Cusa 

Dahm, Albert. Die Soteriologie des Nikolaus von Kues. 
lhre Entwicklung von seinen jrUhen Predigten bis zum Jahr 
1445. [Beitrage zur Geschichte der Philosophie und 
Theologie des Mittelalters, N.F., 48]. Munster: Aschendorff, 
1997. XXIII, 276 pp. 

Federici-Vescovini, Graziella . fl pensiero di Nicola 
Cusano. Turin: Utet, 1998. 

Flasch, Kurt. Nikolaus von Kues. Geschichte einer 
Entwicklung. Frankfurt am Main: Klostermann, 1998. 

Hallauer, Hermann 1. Nikolaus von Kues als Bischof 
und Landesfarst in Brixen . [Trierer Cusanus Lecture, 6]. 
Trier: Paulinus, 2000. 35 pp. 

Hopkins, Jasper. Nicholas of Cusa: Metaphysical 

Speculations, Volume 2. Minneapolis: The Arthur J. Banning 
Press, 2000. ix, 437 pp. [Contains new translations of the De 
coniecturis and the De Ludo Globi]. 

Klibansky, Raymond. Le philosophe et la memoire du 
siecle. Tolerance. Liberti! et philosophie . Paris: Les belles 
lettres, 1998. XIX, 309 pp. [Chapt. III, Les Maftres 
allemands: Eckert et Nicolas de Cues; Bibliographie des 

livres et articles de Raymond Klibansky mentionnes dans ces 
entretiens, pp. 289-294.] 

Kremer , Klaus & Reinhardt, Klaus, eds. Sein und 
Solien. Die Ethik des Nikolaus von Kues. [Mitteilungen und 
Forschungsbeitrage der Cusanus-Gesellschaft, 26] . Trier: 
Paulinus, 2000. XVIII, 309 pp. 

Merlo, Maurizio. Vinculum Concordiae: fl problema 
della rappresentanza nel pensiero di Nicolo Cusano. [Per la 
storia de .Ila filosofia politica, 6]. Milano: FrancoAngeli , 
1997. 302 pp. L.45.000. 

Others 

Alvarez Marquez, Maria de! Carmen. Manuscritos 
localizados de Pedro G6z Barroso y Juan Cervantes, 
arzobispos de Sevilla . [Anexos de Signo, 3]. Alcala Henares: 
Universidad de Alcala de Henares, 1999. 300 pp. 

And~a, Ysabel de. Henosis. L'union a Dieu chez Denys 
l'Areopagite. [Philosophia Antiqua, 71 ] . 
Leiden/N.Y./Cologne: E.J. Brill, 1996. xv, 510 pp. [BR: 
Speculum , 75, 1 (January 2000), 147-148 (Edouard 
Jeauneau)]. 

Baum, Wilhelm. Die Verwandlungen des Mythos vom 
Reich des Priesterkonigs Johannes. Rom, Byzanz und die 
Christen des Orients im Mittelalter. Klagenfurt: Kitab, 1999. 
438 pp. 

Berman, Constance Hoffman . The Cistercian 
Evolution: The Invention of a Religious Order in Twelfth
Century Europe. [The Middle Ages Series]. Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2000. 392 pp. $59.90. 

Blumenthal, Uta-Renate. Papal Reform and Canon Law 
in the 11th and 12th Centuries. [Variorum Collected Studies 
Series, CS 618]. Brookfield, Vt.: Ashgate Publishing Co., 
1998. xii, 334 pp. $99.95. [BR: Catholic Historical Review. 
LXXXVI, 1(January2000), 103-105 (Bruce C. Brasington)]. 

*Brandmtiller, Walter. Das Konzil von Konstanz. 1414-
1418, Band I: Bis zur Abreise Sigismunds nach Narbonne. 
2nd, rev., expanded edition. Paderborn: Schoningh, 1999. 
xxvi, 450 pp. [BR: English Historical Review, CXV , 461 
(April 2000) , 450 (Norman Tanner)]. 

*Brodman, James Wilson. Charity and Welfare : 
Hospitals and the Poor in Medieval Catalonia. [The Middle 
Ages Series]. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 1998. xv, 229 pp. $39.95. [BR: Church History. 69, 2 
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(June 2000), 414-416 (Charles M. N. Eire)]. 

Carlino, Andrea. Books of the Body: Anatomical Ritual 
and Renaissance learning. Tr. John Tedeschi & Anne C. 
Tedeschi. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1999. 
xiv, 266 pp. $29.00. 

Clanchy, M. T. Abelard: A Medieval Life. Malden, 
Mass: Blackwell , 1997. xii, 416 pp. $59.95. [BR: American 
Historical Review, 105, 2 (April 2000), 600-601 (Norman F. 
Cantor)]. 

Clearly, John, ed. Traditions of Platonism: Essays in 
Honor of John Dillon. Burlington, Vt.: Ashgate Publishing 
Company, 1999. 442 pp. $99.50. 

Cushing, Kathleen. Papacy and Law in the Gregorian 
Revolution: The Canonistic Work of Anselm of Lucca. 
[Oxford Historical Monograph] . Neh' York : Oxford 
University Press, 1998. xi, 246 pp. $69 00. [BR: American 
Historical Review. 105, 2 (April 2000), 599-600 (Maureen C. 
Miller)]. 

Eichberger, Dagmar & Zika, Charles, eds. Diirer and 
His Culture. Cambridge & New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 1998. xviii, 255 pp. $69.50. [BR: Renaissance 
Quarterly. Lill, I (Spring 2000), 271-272 (Jane Campbel 
Hutchinson)]. 

Emery, Kent, Jr. and Wawrykow, Joseph, eds. Christ 
among the Medieval Dominicans: Representations of Christ 
in the Texts and Images of the Order 01 ·Preachers. [Notre 
Dame Conference in Medieval Studies, 7]. Notre Dame: 
University of Notre Dame Press, 1998. xvi, 561 pp. $80.00; 
$45.00. [BR: Church.History, 69, 2 (June 2000), 423-424 
(Roy Hammerling)]. 

Fahey, Michael, S.J. The Primacy uf Rome: Views from 
the Christian West. New York: Crossroads, 2000. 144 pp. 
$18.95. 

Faix, Gerhard. Gabriel Biel und die Briider vom 
Gemeinsamcn . Leben, Quellen und Umersuchungen zu 
Verfassung und Selbstverstiindnis des oberdeutschen 
Generalkapitels. [Spatmittelalter und Reformation. Neue Reihe, 
11]. Ti.ibingen: MohrSiebeck,1998. xi,426pp. DM168,-. 

Felten, Franz J. and Jaspert, Nikolas. Vita Religiosa im 
Mittelalter. Festschrift fiir Kaspar Elm wm 70. Geburtstag. 
[Berliner Historische Studien, 31; Ordensstudien XIII]. 
Berlin: Duncker & Humblot, 1999. 985 pp. DM 128,-. 

Fichtenau, Heinrich. Heretics and Scholars in the High 
Middle Ages, 1000-1200. Tr. Denise A. Kaiser. Philadelphia: 
Penn State Press, 2000. 376 pp. $19. 95 (now available in 
paperback). 

Figgis, John Neville. Studies of Political Thought: 
From Gerson to Grotius. 1414-1625. Bristol: Thoemmes, 
1998. vii, 224 pp. $21.95 . [Reprint of the 1907 edition] . 

Frassetto, Michael, ed . Medieval Purity and Piety. 
Essays on Medieval Clerical Celibacy and Religious Reform. 
[Garland Medieval Casebooks, 19; Garland Reference Library 
of the Humanities, 2006]. New York and London: Garland, 
1998. xix, 401 pp. $75.00. 

Fumagalli Beonio Brocchieri, Mariateresa et al. fl 
pensiero politico medievale. [Manuali Laterza, 132). Roma: 
GLF editori Laterza. xiv, 264 pp. 

Grant, Edward. Plants, Stars, and Orbs: the Medieval 
Cosmos. 1200-1687. Cambridge, Eng.: Cambridge 
University Press, 1996. xxiii, 816 pp. $32.95. (Paperback; 
first published 1994). [BR: Speculum. 75, 1 (January 2000), 
184-186 (F. Jamil Ragep)]. 

Groiss, Albert. Spiitmittelalterliche Lebensformen der 
Benediktiner van der Melker Observanz var dem Hintergrund 
ihrer Briiuche. Ein darstellendar Kommentar zum 
Caeremoniale Mellicense des Jahres 1460. [Beitrage zur 
Geschichte des alten Monchtums und die Benediktinertums, 
Bd. 46]. Mi.inster: Aschendorff, 1998. xxxvi, 365 pp. DM 
98,-. [BR: Historische Zeitschrift, 270, 2 (April 2000), 462-
463 (Hubertus Seibert)]. 

Hamburger, Jeffrey F. Nuns as Artists: The Visual 
Culture of a Medieval Convent. [California Studies in the 
History of Arts, 37]. Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 1997. xxvi, 318 pp. $55.00. [BR: Speculum, 75, 1 
(January 2000), 189-191 (Constance H. Berman)]. 

Hammerstein, Notker, ed. Handbuch der deutschen 
Bildungsgeschichte. Vol. I: 15. bis 17. Jahrhundert. Von der 
Renaissance und der Reformation bis zum Ende der 
Glaubenskiimpfe. Munich: C.H. Beck, 1996. 495 pp. DM 
188,-. [BR: Renaissance Quarterly, Liil, 1 (Spring 2000), 
275-277 (Eckhard Bernstein)]. 

Harris, Jonathan . Greek Emigres in the West, 1400-
1520. Camberley: Porplyrogenitus, 1999. xii, 273 pp. £45. 
[BR: English Historical Review, CXV, 460 (February 2000), 
192-193 (Anthony Bryan)]. 
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Head, Thomas. Medieval Hagiography: An Anthology. 
New York: Garland Publishing, 1999. 500 pp. $105.00. 

Heinig , Paul-Joachim. Kaiser Friedrich Ill. ( 1440-
1493). Hof, Regierung und Politik. 3 vols. [Forschungen zur 
Kaiser- und Papstgeschichte des Mittelalters, Bd. 17]. 
Koln/Weimar/Wien: Bohlau, 1997. xiii , vi, vi, 1791 pp. DM 
236,-. [BR: Historische Zeitschrift, 270, 2 (April 2000) , 464-
466 (Christian Reinle)]. 

Hellinga, Lotte & Trapp, J.B. The Cambridge History of 
the Book in Britain. Vol. 3, 1400-1557. Cambridge & New 
York: Cambridge Unive..Sity Press, 1999. xxiv, 743 pp. $135. 

Hilsch, Peter. Johannes Hus (um 1370-1415). Prediger 
Gottes und Ketzer. Regensburg: Pustet, 1999. 327 pp. DM 58,-. 

Hoenisch, Jbrg K. Die Luxemburger: eine 
spi:itmittelalterliche Dynastie gesamteuropi:iischer Bedeutung 
1308-143 7. [U rban-TaschenbUcher, 407] . Stuttgart: 
Kohlhammer, 2000. 368 pp. DM 31,30. 

Hogg, James et al., eds. Die Karti:iuser und das Heilige 
Romische Reich. 3. und 4. [lnternationaler Kongress vom 9.-
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APPENDIX I 

[Mr. Manfred Meiner of Felix Meiner Verlag in Hamburg, the 
publisher of Nicholas of Cusa's Opera omnia, the famous 
Philosophische Bibliothek and many others, delivered an 
address at Session 50 of the 35th International Congress on 
Medieval Studies, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, 
Michigan on May 4, 2000. It is reproduced below because of 
its importance in relation to the development and the future of 
the Heidelberg edition of Nicholas' Opera omnia. Some short 
clarifications have been inserted with brackets by the editor] . 

Session 050: Nicholas of Cusa: Cusanus Studies in America: 
In Honor of Morimichi Watanabe 

"Publishing Nicholas of Cusa or How Friendships Arise: A 
Retrospective." Manfred Meiner, Geschaftsftihrer, Felix 
Meiner Verlag Hamburg. 

Ladies and Gentlemen! 

As far as I know, it is a great exception for a publisher to 
be given the opportunity to speak at an academic conference -
and all the more so at one of international renown. So I am all 
the more grateful for the friendly invitation to address the 
meeting of the American Cusanus Society, which is being 
held in honor of Morimichi Watanabe. That I was particularly 
happy to accept this invitation can also be seen in the fact that 
my wife has accompanied me. The ties to Professor 
Watanabe extend far beyond our professional contacts, and 
these bonds of friendship have extended over the years to 
include the whole family, independent of any academic or 
publishing interests. 

After receiving the surprising invitation to come to 
Kalamazoo, I had to consider carefully how I could meet the 
occasion and show that I was worthy of addressing you in a 
way that does honor to Morimichi Watanabe, particularly 
since I am not a scholar and cannot offer him and you the 
pleasure of an academic lecture. Indeed, I must express my 
admiration to all those present, for it is an achievement to be 
able to have an overview at all, or to know what is important, 
given the size of the congress program and the great spectrum 
of topics - 562 sessions! In the present case this must have 
been easy: you did not need to know the lecturer or decide to 
consider his topic; rather you only needed to follow your own 

desire to show your respect for Professor Watanabe by 
honoring him with your presence. I want to join with you in 
this and give my warmest greeting to you, dear Morimichi 
Watanabe! 

Let me begin by introducing myself briefly: my name is 
Manfred Meiner, and I represent the third generation of the 
Meiner family , which has owned and operated the Felix 

Meiner publishing house since it was founded in 1911 in 
Leipzig by my grandfather, Dr. Felix Meiner. We have been 
in Hamburg since 1951. After the death of my grandfather in 
1965, my father, Richard Meiner, directed the firm until I 
joined him in 1979. The transition of generations took place 
with us gradually, so I cannot even say with any definiteness 
the date after which the fate of our publishing house rested in 
my hands alone - insofar as one can say such a thing at all. 
For the publisher is not the only one who carries responsibility 
in his firm. Without the intensive work of the entire staff of 
editors, production managers, distribution and advertising 
staff, who all take part in the process of transporting 
philosophical or scientific knowledge from its creators to its 
"users," that is, from the authors and editors to the readers, no 
successful publishing program would be possible. 

With this I have come to my topic: "Publishing 
Nicholas of Cusa or How Friendships Arise: A 
Retrospective." The ambivalence in this formulation leads me 
to comment that naturally and luckily neither one of these is 
presupposed by the other, for there can be no doubt that 
friendships can arise independently of academic and 
publishing efforts concerning Cusanus. But in our case it was 
these different activities that served as the starting point for 
the many encounters that my father and I had with Morimichi 
Watanabe, which began more than thirty years ago. 

So that you know what to expect in the next twenty 
minutes, here is a brief preview. Permit me to begin with a 
"sentimental journey" back to the year 1969, in which I first 
met Morimichi Watanabe. Then I will speak a little about the 
history of the Cusanus Edition, which has played a special 
role in our publishing house's own history, and, finally, I want 
to say someting about the present and the future, not only in 
regard to this important document of the intellectual life in the 
15th century, but also about the field of publishing in the age 
we now live in. 

* 

[Then Mr. Meiner writes how as a 17-year-old boy he came to 
New York in the summer of 1969 and was well received by 
the Watanabes. The editor has taken out the section with the 
kind understanding of and apology to Mr. Meiner and the 
readers]. 

* 

Now to Cusanus. You will certainly not expect me to 
speak to you about the importance of this man or his work, but 
perhaps it will interest you to learn how it came about that an 
independent publishing house, which has to follow the rules 
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of economics, has been concerned for decades with the 
continuing work of a historical-critical edition - and will 
remain so for many more years to come. 

In the beginning there was the promise of my 
grandfather's predecessor, the former owner of the 
"Philosophische Bibliothek" series - the Durr'sche Book 
dealer in Leipzig, who announced in the brochure in the 
autumn of 1910 the following: "Cusanus, Nikolaus: Works. 
A Selection and Translation of the main works of this great 
Man, the first German and first Modern philosopher, will be 
published in two volumes under the editorship of Geheimrat 
Prof Dr. Cohen (Marburg)." Felix Meiner found this plan 
when he took over the "Philosophische Bibliothek" series in 
1911 as the basis for his new publishing house. When he 
turned to Prof. [Hermann] Cohen for further details, he 
learned that he had given this translation job to one of his 
students, whose health had prohibited him from making 
progress on the work. Then the First World War prevented 
pursuing the project any further. 

After Prof. Cohen's death in 1918 my grandfather made 
contacts with Clemens Baeumker in Munich, who showed 
great interest in the project. However, Baeumker proposed 
that a German translation could only be undertaken in a 
satisfactory scholarly form after a reliable Latin text had been 
made available. But this was not yet the case: the previous 
publications needed to be revised utilizing the manuscripts, 
and this was a large, long-term work, which he would have 
liked to undertake himself, but which at the moment was 
unfortunately impossible. The hospital [St.- Nikolaus
Hospital] in Kues, where the most important manuscripts were 
kept, was in the hands of the French military forces, which 
occupied it and used it as an officers' dining quarters, so that it 
was necessasry first to wait for peaceful conditions to return. 

As a result, the intention to produce an edition remained, 
but with no practical means for its realization, until my 
grandfather received a message from the Teubner publishing 
house, which was also located in Leipzig. Ernst Cassirer had 
suggested that they prepare an edition of the works of 
Nicholas of Cusa. Teubner was the publisher of the Lectures 
and Studies of the Warburg Library in Hamburg, an institution 
with which Cassirer had very close ties since coming to 
Hamburg in 1919 to assume the chair of philosophy at the 
newly founded University of Hamburg. At Teubner, they had 
heard that Meiner already had plans to publish such an edition 
and they were therefore ready to refrain from acting on 
Cassirer's suggestion themselves. Cusanus was therefore, so 
to speak, "in the air" then, particularly since Cassirer had 
published the text of "[Nicolai Cusani liber] de mente," 
following the 1514 Paris edition, in his 1927 book, "The 

Individual and the Cosmos in the Philosophy of the 
Renaissance." (Incidentally, "Individuum und Kosmos" will 
appear in the not too distant future as volume 14 of the 
recently inaugurated 25-volume edition of the "Works of 
Ernst Cassirer," which is being prepared at the Meiner Verlag) 
In the meantime, a young philosopher in Heidelberg, 
Raymond Klibansky, had worked intensively on Cusanus and 
had shown Cassirer that an uncritical reproduction of Cusanus 
texts was not justifiable because it could no longer meet 
scholarly standards or needs. The Meiner Verlag and scholars 
discussed together the plans for a complete edition of 
Cusanus, and first steps were undertaken to implement this 
plan. 

In the ensuing period Klibansky's activities made 
Heidelberg more and more the center for research on Cusanus. 
This was also due in no small measure to the fact that Cassirer 
had been in touch with Prof. Ernst Hoffmann there, a friend of 
his since his years in Berlin, and with Geheimrat Heinrich 
Rickert, and informed them of the plans for an edition. 
Finally, Klibansky had also been able to secure the help of the 
theologian Prof. [Hans] von Schubert - who was then the 
President of the Heidelberg Academy - in securing support for 
the edition. In December 1927 the Heidelberg Academy 
decided formally to give its support to the Cusanus project. 
"In consideration of the unfavorable nature of the times" the 
edition was supposed first to limit its efforts to the 
philosophical writings and writings on political theory. The 
plan was to present the Opera philosophica, consisting of a 
total of 1,600 pages in 14 volumes for a total price of 300 
Reich's marks during the year 1939, that is, 500 years after the 
first appearance of "De docta ignorantia." 

The difficulties in the preparation of the edition proved, 
however, to be far greater than expected, and so the first 
volume of the edition appeared on March 16, 1932: namely, 
volume number II: "Apologia doctae ignorantiae." Volume I, 
"De docta ignorantia," followed on December 24th of the 
same year. By 1940, six of the planned volumes were 
published. During [the second] war, work on the volumes 
was naturally greatly disrupted and almost impossible, editors 
were drafted into the military or had to flee Germany, and, 
finally, during a bombardment of Leipzig in December 
[December 3/4], 1943, irreplaceable manuscripts in the 
publisher's safe were destroyed. The publisher's building was 
completely destroyed, and with it all of the business records, 
the archive, the inventory of books, printers' plates, etc. After 
the end of the war, the next volume of the Cusanus edition 
(vol. XIII) did not appear until the autumn of 1951, with the 
year 1944 on the title page. One of the editors, Ludwig Baur, 
had been killed 6'111 in battle in January 1944, and the volume 
appeared only after a list of "Addenda et Corrigenda" was 
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provided following a further collation of the text. 

I will not bore you with an enumeration of how all the 
volumes which have subsequently appeared came about, even 
though each of them has its own history, many of which were 
not always uncomplicated. Among them, several which 
appeared prior to the war, were not simply reprinted later, but 
rather completely reworked. In the meantime, 25 individual 
editions are available in the Opera omnia , including the 
Sermones, which were integrated into the edition in 1970. Yet 
much remains to be done, as those of you who are assembled 
here know best. At the forefront stand the completion of the 
second part of the volume of "Opuscula," which is appearing 
in several fascicles, of which, among others, the 
"Elucidationes thematum Novi Testamenti," the "De 
aequalitate ," and the "Reparatio Kalendarii" remain to be 
completed. In addition, we still await the edition of the 
"Basileensia" and of course revised edition of the "De docta 
ignorantia" and the "Apologia." The latter has occupied us 
particularly for years, and without much success now that 
Professor Klibansky as editor, to our great regret, does not 
decide the final details concerning the text presentation and 
the Prefatio. 

Such delays have unfortunately beset the Cusanus 
Edition (and others as well!) again and again. The production, 
for example, of volume III: "De coniecturis" took 11 years 
from the beginning of typesetting until the delivery of the 
volume. The editor, Josef Koch, who wanted to provide six 
missing source references before he would grant us the 
imprimatur, died without seeing his work completed. His goal 
was to create an edition for the next I 00 years, while my 
father told him that an edition for the next 25 years might in 
fact be sufficient, in order to give the next generation of 
younger scholars a chance to put their talents to the test. But 
Koch remained unmoved by this argument. Today things 
have changed, to no small part because the use of modern 
technology has improved production considerably, as the 
recently published volume VI, "De visione dei" shows. Its 
production took less than 3 years. The Sermones too are 
making good progress, and further fascicles are expected in 
the near future. 

After the first volume of the Opera omnia appeared in 
the l 930's, it soon became obvious how incomplete and 
unintelligible the earlier printings were and that in fact the 
newer editions at last opened the possibility of translations, 
which had already been promised in 1910. A good quarter of 
a century later we published a volume in the "Philosophische 
Bibliothek" called "Der Laie Uber die Weisheit" (ldiota de 
sapientia) of 111 pages in toto, instead of the once planned 
"Selection and translation of the main works." This was 

followed until the end of the war by 10 further booklets with 
texts that had either already been published in the Opera 
omnia or were near completion. In 1944 the idea arose to 
bring out a much less expensive "Editio minor" for study 
purposes that would include only the Latin text without any 
critical apparatus , an idea that was not pursued further 
because even Nicholas' Latin would have made notes and 
commentary necessary . In this way the plan arose of 
producing bilingual study edition with introductions, notes , 
and indices , which would reproduce the critical Latin text 
along with a facing translation in German. · 

It took until 1964 for the first such bilingual edition of a 
Cusanus text to appear in the "Philosophische Bibliothek," 
namely Book I of the "Docta ignorantia," which is available 
today in a 4th, augumented edition. The only purely German 
edition still available is the "De Ii non aliud." Moreover, 13 
further booklets are available at moderate prices for students. 
However, nobody should have any illusions about the demand 
for such text editions, for their sales fall within the range of a 
couple dozen a year rather than a couple hundred copies. The 
sales of the Opera omnia are even less: new volumes -
editions consist of several hundred copies - go almost 
exclusively to libraries, which have been subscribers for 
decades, and the number of these subscribers is unfortunately 
not growing. 

But I still want to mention the Acta Cusana," for whose 
preparation I feel the greatest admiration. Only a few days 
ago, after over 25 years of preparation, we were able to finish 
the first volume [Band I.], complete with indices, which has 
appeared in fascicles [in all, five thick installments]. This 
volume encompasses the time span from 1401 to March 1452, 
in other words, the period until Nicholas' German legation 
mission in the service of Pope Nicholas V, whose traces you 
have so often followed , dear Mr. Watanabe, and which are 
completely documented in 1,500 [1,563-page] chronologically 
ordered records. The detailed historical research that the 
editor, Prof. [Erich] Meuthen, has engaged in for this volume 
and the scholarship with which it has been presented is , in my 
eyes, truly sensational. The second volume will cover the 
time span from April 1452 to April 1460, while the third 
volume will document Nicholas' last years. 

The Cusanus edition is supported as before by the 
Heidelberg Academy, which provides regular financing for 
those collaborating on the project at both of its locations in 
Trier and Cologne. The directors of both of these centers 
report every year on their activities to the members of the 
Cusanus Commission at its annual meeting and explain what 
has been accomplished. The production of a new volume 
according to the standards of advanced editorial practice takes 
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place in close contact with the publisher , who invests 
considerable energy not only in the optimization of the course 
of the technical process, so that the final results can be 
presented as soon as possible in the form of finished books, 
but also does everything possible to insure that , despite 
constantly changing technology, the optical appearance and 
the high typographical standards of the edition remain 
unchanged. These efforts were rewarded several years ago 
when a volume of the edition was awarded a prize for being 
one of the 50 most beautiful books produced in Germany. 

We are looking ahead to the near future with some 
concern, because in the course of the regular evaluation of 
large [Heidelberg] Academy projects, it has been noted, and 
not without some justification, that the Cusanus edition has 
already laid claim for a very long time to considerable 
financial resources and that exceptions to the demand for an 
economical use of funds as well as for efficiency cannot be 
made even for academic research. It is possible to put the 
matter in the form of a question: why is it necessasry for the 
edition of a sermon that Cusanus held in 15 minutes to take 15 
years? At the same time, special appreciation was expressed 
for progress on the edition in the last years, so that we can 
now rely upon financing up to and including the year 2002. 
What happens after this remains unclear, particularly since a 
number of those who have worked on the edition will be 
retiring due to age, and hiring new personnel to fill their 
vacant positions is not possible under the present conditions. 
So we may perhaps again be forced to take into account "the 
unfavorable nature of the times" and wait a long time for 
some of what my grandfather already once thought his 
grandson would be able to bring to completion. An academic 
publishing house like ours must always be regarded a little in 
terms of what might be called a "contract between the 
generations." 

* 

Permit me to make a few remarks about the present and 
future of some of our other large projects, with which we have 
in most cases also been preoccupied for decades. Naturally, I 
must first mention the Hegel edition , which is produced in 
association with the North Rhine-Westphalia Academy of 
Sciences and which is now again back on course after a 
lengthy interlude. So far, 16 volumes have been published 
since 1968, 2 volumes (with the Encyclopedia of 1817 and 
with writings and drafts from the years 1826 to 1831) are 
nearing completion. These will be followed by four further 
volumes of "Early Writings," containing NUrnberg drafts and 
addresses, the "Philosophy of Law," and excerpts from the 
period of 1816 to 1831. With this , the first division of the 
edition will be nearly complete, which contain Hegel's 

Lectures, prepared on the basis of his auditor's notes and 
manuscripts . These will encompass volumes 23 to 32 of the 
edition, and I hope very much that I will not have to pass this 
project on to my descendants. 

Very briefly on further large projects : there is the 
previously mentioned edition of Ernst Cassirer's works (in 25 
volumes), as well as the separately produced edition of his 
"Nachlass" in 20 volumes ; then there is the "Corpus 
Philosophorum Teutonicorum Medii Aevi ," whose production 
time can unfortunately not be predicted at all; then the equally 
long term editorial project of Schelling's "Diaries"; the 
historical-critical 6-volume edition of the works of Friedrich 
Heinrich Jacobi (which after years of effort is now coming 
along well) ; Leibniz' "Philosophical Correspondence" in a 
bilingual text edition, which is causing us many headaches ; 
the "Ausgabe letzter Hand" of Josef Pieper's writings in 8 
volumes, which is now half finished; and naturally the many 
individual editions in the "Philosophische Bibliothek." These 
have most recently included revised editions and new 
translations of Aristotle's "Organon," Hobbes' "De corpore,11 

Kant's "Kritik der reinen Vernunft , 11 Kierkegaard's 
11 Wiederholung, 11 and Spinoza's 11 Ethik . 11 We can only 
complete the (larger) projects on the basis of our extensive 
backlist of around 800 titles, whose return is earned relatively 
easily, so that we can then, so to speak, dispose of it with 
considerable effort by putting it into our large project ! 
Finally, there are systematically oriented historical 
monographs about topics in philosophical research, published 
mostly in series, and several journals. We recently were able 
to take over the publication of the 11 Archiv fUr 
Begriffsgeschichte," the 11 Hege!-Studien,11 and the "Zeitschrift 
fUr Asthetik und allgemeine Kulturwissenschaft. 11 But 
enough! 

In conclusion, I want to mention several key ideas 
relating to the activity of publishing today, and naturally from 
a completely subjective point of view, which permits me to 
say that small is beautiful! I do not want to act as though 
there were no menacing problems today , especiall y for 
smaller publishing houses, due to faulty governmental policies 
on education, the need to save tax money , the increasing 
concentration of power in the business world, the acceleration 
of technical innovation, structural changes in retailing , 
increasing overregulation , German y's unreasonable tax 
policies, et cetera. Today it requires considerable effort to 
survive as a publisher; and there are no Jaws for the protection 
of publishers of academic philosophical book;; as an 
endangered species, not even in the homeland of Nicolaus 
Cusanus, and that is good so. On the other hand, the high 
degree of specialization and the resulting modest size of such 
publishing houses as ours present no great temptation for real 

Volume XVII, Number 1 June 2000 37 



American Cusanus Society Newsletter 

or potential competitors, so that we can do our work in 
relative peace as long as then~ are enough buyers for the books 
we produce. 

To this extent I am quite confident, even in view of the 
developments in recent years, which have led - I believe - to 
the creation of more innovations than are actually of use. It 
may be that many people will change their habits because of 
the new possibilities created by electoronic media, but I have 
yet to see any reasonable long-range alternative to the printed 
book, either in an econcmic or practical sense, for the 
intensive study of philosophical texts. At the same time we 
may not proceed under the assumption that the role of the 
book or the book market will be able to develop any 
particularly new roles in the future, since today other means 
are available for communication that previously were 
necessarily the exclusive province of the classic "print 
mediums." For this reason we closely follow the newly 
emerging structures of our so-called "Information society," in 
which everything seems to be called into question, which 
previously was considered to be unalterable: habits of 
communication in the acedemic world, the roles of publishers, 
of libraries, of book distribution, the function of universities, 
etc., etc. 

It may not seem to be particularly important to editors or 
authors if we try to fulfil our task as a catalyst of 
philosophical efforts in terms of the medium of the printed 
book, the CD or the Internet (for as one nowadays says in 
German: "print," "offline," or "online"), and we are ourselves, 
first of all, fascinated by all these new possibilities. But to 
make a prognosis about the effects which the current 
technological revolution will have in the long run seems to me 
to be extremely difficult. For this reason, we will continue to 
do what we have done so long, and not without success: 
namely remain an academic book publisher with a special 
program, and at the same time closely follow new 
developments with interest, but critically, in order to insure 
that we also can contribute in the future, so that the great 
philosphical ideas of every epoch may continue to develop 
and play a role in the world. 

Many thanks for your attention! 

Hamburg, April 7, 2000 
Manfred Meiner 
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APPENDIX II 

[Here, in Appendix II, are collected the abstracts of the papers 
presented at the 35th International Congress on Medieval 
Studies, 4-7 May 2000 under the sponsorship of the American 
Cusanus Society] . 

Thursday, 4 May: 10:00-11:30 a.m. 

Session 003 - Canon Law in the Age of Cusanus 

"Decrees and Decretales: The 'Decretales reformationis' 
at the Council of Constance (1414-1418)" 

[The abstract of this paper by Phillip H. Stump, Lynchburg 
College will be published in the next issue of the Newsletter]. 

"Canonists in Crises c.1400-1450: Pisa, Constance, 
Basel" 

In the fifteenth century two generations of men trained 
in canon law faced crises in the Church and in these each had 
to respond ir. their own way and make personal as well as 
professional judgements. In the first decade of that century 
Petrus de Ancharano, Johannes de Imola and Franciscus 
Zabarella confronted the division caused by the great Western 
schism by then hardened by almost three decades of disputes. 
Each wrote on the papacy and the Church, and on the papacy 
in the Church. They came out with different solutions and 
proposals; as time went by in some cases they moved away 
from what they had written earlier, driven by changing 
circumstances. Ancharano who in his formal canonistic 
commentaries of the 1390s preferred to leave out the Schism 
became a leading spokesman and defender of the Council of 
Pisa; Imola moved from a strong papalist to a critic in time, 
while Zabarella became a theorist of conciliar ideas and 
defender and activist at the Council of Constance. 

Several decades later at the Council of Basel three men 
who had been trained in that same canonistic tradition, Julius 
Cesarini, Nicholas de Tudeschis , and Nicholas of Cusa, 
confronted the great crisis of their generation. It was no 
longer how they could get the Church back together under the 
leadership of one pope and what role a council should play in 
such a process. Their generation had seen unity come at 
Constance but now they had to deal with unfinished business 
left from Pisa, Constance and earlier councils, i.e. , questions 
of faith and reform as well as preserving 'Jnity. The challenge 
could be framed in the words from the Latin Credo, "Unam 
Sanctam" and involved the situation where to achieve or 
preserve one of these "unity" (unam), seemed to mean that 
you had to abandon all hope of achieving "reform", all 
movement toward creating that "holy people of God" they saw 
the Church called to be. But on the other side, what if such a 
call. to "holiness" (sanctam), to being without fault or failing, 

would hopelessly divide that same people of God and set them 
over against each other? Each of these men made 
recommendations, and by word and deed implemented their 
beliefs, and acted according to their status and the duties of 
their position. They like the earlier generation were faced with 
the tensions seen in the phrase "ecclesia reformata et semper 
reformanda" (the Church always reformed and ever in need of 
being reformed at one and the same time) which is a constant 
in the history of the Christian community through the ages, 
which helps us to understand the choices made then by the 
different people in their situations and why unity and 
difference are not and cannot be mutually exclusive in any age. 

Thomas E. Morrissey 
State University of New York 
College of Fredonia 

"The Curse of Cusanus: Excommunication and Politics 
in Fifteenth-Century Germany" 

One of the few "weapons" canon law made available to 
clergy trying to discipline or punish laypeople was the famous 
"curse" of excommunication. As Bishop of Brixen from 1450 
to 1464, Nicholas of Cusa used excommunication several 
times while trying to impose ecclesiastical and political order 
in his diocese. But these excommunications hardly improved 
the situation. Instead many contemporaries and historians 
have held that the excommunications contributed to his 
humiliating failure as bishop, which has "cursed" his 
reputation ever since. 

But Bishop Nicholas of Brixen's excommunications 
failed not just because of their often-alleged overuse, but also 
because fifteenth-century secular and canon law undermined 
the sentences . The whole appeals process weakened any 
effectiveness. And without a sense of sin and penance, 
excommunication became one more rule vulnerable to 
innumerous scofflaws. 

Nonetheless powerful clerics applied this punishment 
frequently. In cases with which Cusanus would have been 
familiar, however, such as the Hussites in Bohemia or the 
conflicts in the archdiocese of Trier, excommunication failed 
to be an effective agent of change. Historians have alleged 
that Cusanus' own use of latent excommunications, covering 
such crimes as not paying tax bills on time or carrying 
weapons on church holidays, only hurt the poor mountain 
farmers of the Tyrol. But there is little information about how 
many people were actually affected, and how they felt about 
it. 

More significant were four major excommunications: 
the contrary cathedral canons, the rebellious Abbess Verena of 
Sonnenberg, the prevaricating prior of Neustift, and the absent 
abbot of Starns. All could be justified on the grounds of 
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contumacy and disobedience. They also did not much 
improve Cusanus' position. Another group of 
excommunications resulted from Duke Sigismund's assault on 
the cardinal at Bruneck, yet these were pronounced by Pope 
Pius II, not by Nicholas of Cusa. Most German prince 
likewise ignored them. 

In the end, the growing domination by secular national 
territorial states was changing everything. If you were 
powerful, had powerful friends , or good lawyers, 
excommunication was meaningless, regardless of whether it 
was justified or not. It was Cusanus' misfortune, if not curse, 
that the law of excommunication was ready for embalming in 
the fifteenth century. 

Brian A. Pavlac 
King's College, Wilkes-Barre, PA 

Thursday, 4 May: 1 :30-3:00 p.m. 

Session 050 - Nicholas of Cusa I: Cusanus Studies in 
America: In Honor of Morimichi Watanabe 

"Publishing Nicholas of Cusa or How Friendships Arise: 
A Retrospective" (See Appendix I). 

"Reflections on Cusanus Studies - Past, Present and 
Future" 

This paper attempts to show briefly the results and 
characteristics of Cusanus studies in America since the end of 
the 19th century . On the assumption that the foreign, 
especially English, Cusanus studies were accessible to 
Cusanus scholars in this country and helped to facilitate 
American research in the field, some attention will be paid to 
foreign studies. 

Although Lord Acton's 1867 article on Cusanus, which 
was probably the first publication on Cusanus in English and 
which was published by the noted liberal Catholic scholar just 
before the First Vatican Council (1869-1870), dealt with the 
political, theological ideas of Cusanus, the early period of 
Cusanus studies in America was notable for the fact that there 
were many scientific, especially medical and cosmological, 
studies of Cusanus' ideas by such writers as James J. Walsh, 
Henry Viets and Lynn Thorndike. It is interesting to note that 
not only Lord Acton, but also Walsh and Viets studied in 

Europe. In the following years, a large number of studies of 
Cusanus' theology and philosophy began to be published. 
Likewise, in the field of political and ecclesiological thought, 
a comparatively large number of short studies, by W.A. 
Dunning, C.H. Mcilwain, G.H. Sabine, W.Y. Elliott and 
others, mostly in textbooks, appeared. But no substantial 
books or monographs on Cusanus' political-ecclesiological 
thought were published. Probably following 0 . Gierke's 

famous interpretation, some of those authors emphasized the 
consensual, even "democratic" side of Cusanus' political ideas 
at the expense of his hierarchical, authoritarian strains. Two 
monographs published in 1963 by P.E. Sigmund and M . 
Watanabe may have contributed to rectify the one-sided 
treatment. 

The more recent period of Cusanus studies in America 
can be said to have started with the establishment of the 
Cusanus Society of America in 1981. There are at least 138 
books and articles on Cusanus published during the period. 
Since this was a period after the Second Vatican Council 
(1963-1965) , and since it was also after the 6th centenary of 
Cusanus' death in 1964, many studies on Cusanus produced in 
this period dealt with Cusanus as theologian, philosopher and 
canon lawyer. In comparison with other countries, where 
there was more emphasis on the study of Cusanus' 
theological-philosophical ideas, one of the features of 
Cusanus studies in America was the attention paid to the 
political-ecclesiological aspects of his ideas. In the field of 
philosophy, which gained a strong emphasis, serious attempts 
have been made to study and understand not only such early 
works of Cusanus as the De docta ignorantia and the De 
coniecturis, but also some later works like the Venatione 
sapientiae and the Apice theoriae. The theological studies , 
independently of or in relation to the study of the conciliar 
movement, flourished. 

Looking toward the future, some desiderata can be 
mentioned briefly. First, a well-researched, up-to-date study 
of Cusanus' time and thought is very much needed to replace 
Henry Sett's 1925 work, Nicholas of Cusa, still the most 
widely used introduction in English. Second, some 27 out of 
48 works of Cusanus have been translated into English. It 
would certainly be worth attempting to render the remaining 
works into good English. Third, the areas of study that need 
much more attention than before would be the study of 
Cusanus' sermons, his manuscripts not only in Kues but also 
in London and Belgium, and the closer analysis of the 
influence of Raymond Llull and Henricus de Campo on him. 
The progress in the publication of the Heidelberg edition of 
the Opera omnia and the Acta Cusana is certainly from this 
point of view welcome. 

It is hoped that in promoting these areas of study, the 
American Cusanus Society can play a more positive role than 
before. 

Morimichi Watanabe 
Long Island University-CW. Post Campus 

Thursday, 4 May 3:30-5:00 p.m. 

Session 106 - World Views in the Age of Nicholas of Cusa 
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"Looking Backward, Forward and Inward in the Later 
Middle Ages" 

The paper points to three interrelated factors that lay 
behind the spiritual Franciscan challenge in the thirteenth 
century yet went well beyond the spirituals, factors that were 
gaining momentum throughout the thirteenth century within 
the Franciscan order and outside it as well. They involved 
looking backward, looking forward, and looking inward: 
more precisely, returning to the original apostolic pattern; 
anticipating a new age in the present or immediate future 
which will bring significant change; and relying on personal 
mystical experience as a way of authenticating beliefs or 
conduct. The brunt of my message is that the way these 
themes were developed by thirteenth-century spiritual 
Franciscans highlighted the opennes and, I might say, the 
adventurous nature of the century and forms an instructive 
contrast with what occurred in the fifteenth century. I focus 
on two friars often seen as closely related, Petrus Iohannis 
Olivi and Bernardino of Siena. My main conclusion is that in 
these respects they are in fact quite unrelated, in fact strikingly 
different. 

Olivi reflected an enthusiastic, inventive and therefore 
volatile thirteenth century Franciscan environment in which 
people were prepared to see real change and entertain the 
possibility that it might appear in unexpected places. 
Bernardino reflected an age in which no great innovations 
were expected, an age of realists in which the sort of change 
deemed possible tended to be on an individual, spiritual level 
rather than an institutional one, an age in whch the established 
institutions were expected to safeguard public morality 
through repression. Olivi spoke for an age in which the 
Franciscan order itself still lacked definition, an age in which 
different factions within the order were struggling with one 
another over its soul. Bernardino spoke for an age in which 
such debate was identified with an unfortunate previous 
moment in the order's history, a moment better left unvisited. 

David Burr 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute & 
State University 

"Nichol~s of Cusa, the Lawyers, and World Order" 

The scholarly world does not pay much attention to 
medieval theories of international order. Scholars identify 
theories of international, or world, order with the end of 
medieval Christendom, the Protestant Reformation, and the 
rise of the modern sovereign nation-state. There is some 
interest in medieval ideas of world order, vague references to 
Christendom, perhaps to Pierre Dubois's De recuperatione 
Terre Sancte. and, of course, Dante's De monarchia. These 

books are seen as too theoretical, too removed from reality, 
however, to be of much interest to anyone seriously interested 
in world order. Futhermore, medieval notions of world order 
seem too moralistic to the modern secular thinker who takes 
what some like to call the realist position on international 
relations. The concept of an ecclesiastically-structured world 
order headed by the pope and based on some kind of natural 
law principles seems to border on the fantastic. 

One name virtually usually missing from any discussion 
of medieval world order is that of Nicholas of Cusa (1401-
1464). Specialists in Cusanus studies might well respond: 
"Cusa's name is deservedly missing from discussion of world 
order, because he never wrote on that topic." That, of course, 
is not entirely accurate. After all, his De concordantia 
catholica outlined a Christian political order that could 
eventually embrace the entire world. While it is too much to 
say that Cusa was an important theorist of world order, his 
work does reflect some of the themes of a Catholic conception 
of world order current in his day, an issue that was to become 
very important within thirty years of his death as European 
Christians encountered the peoples of the New World. 

James Muldoon 
The John Carter Brown Library 

"John Luke and English Reform Efforts at the Council 
of Constance" 

In her 1964 thesis on Richard Ullerston's Petitiones, 
which informed English reform efforts at the Councils of Pisa 
and Constance, Margaret M. Harvey noted its influences in 
several English sermons at Constance, including one with the 
thema "Tristitia vestra vertetur in gaudium"; excerpts from 
this sermon had been published in the 1920s by Heinrich 
Finke, who claimed that it is anonymous, but Harvey argued 
from internal evidence, including a verbatim quote from 
Ullerston's tract, that its preacher was probably English. I 
have been able to confirm Harvey's supposition by examining 
the only known manuscript copy of this sermon which is 
preceded by a rubric, somehow overlooked by Finke, that 
ascribes it to John Luke who, like Ullerston, was an Oxford 
theologian and a protege of Bishop Hallum of Salisbury, the 
leader of the English at Pisa and Constance. This rubric also 
dates the sermon to May 1417 (not 1416 as Finke states), 
which places it in the early stages of the 'priority conflict' that 
divided the council between a reform party (Sigismund and 
the German and English nations) and a unity party (the Sacred 
College and the Italian, French and Spanish delegations) 
which called for an immediate papal election. The English 
position in this controversy had been announced by another 
Oxford theologian, Richard Fleming, in his reform sermons 
for Epiphany and Passion Sunday, 1417, which are severely 
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polemical, but not very specific in proposing concrete 
reforms. In contrast, Luke's sermon is less severe in tone, but 
very specific in calling for the reform of certain ecclesiastical 
abuses he refers to as "the seven daughters of simony." 

In 1409, when Fleming and Luke served on the 
committee of twelve Oxford theologians appointed to censor 
Wyclif's works, Fleming was charged with supporting 
heretical ideas and Luke was one of several masters who were 
reprimanded by Archbishop Arundel, probably for supporting 
Fleming. I believe that Fleming and Luke were part of a 
group of "orthodox evangelicals" who resisted reactionaries 
seeking to exclude ideas of Wyclif's which related to pastoral 
care, incl uding the translation of the Bible into English, which 
had been supported by Ullerston in 1401. Their support of 
pastoral reforms at Constance is thus consistent with their 
desire to rob the heretics of their thunder and win souls back 
to the church. 

Chris Nighman 
Wilfrid Laurier University 

"The Theory of Empire in the Age of Cusanus: Aeneas 
Sylvius and Juan de Torquemada" 

Theories of Empire from the period following the death 
of Dante have received little attention and less sympathy. 
Nonetheless, such works continued to be written. Two of 
Cusanus' contemporaries, Aeneas Sylvius and Juan de 
Torquemada, wrote on Empire. Aeneas, while a member of 
the chancery of Frederick III, wrote his De ortu imperii and 
dedicated it to the Habsburg King of the Romans. It offered a 
Ciceronian view of human history and the need to establish 
peace through a higher secular power. Juan de Torquemada 
wrote his Opusculum in honorem Romani imperii as a 
polemic, defending the Empire against arguments that it had 
not been legitimate in origin and rule. Torquemada argued 
that the empire had begun with warfare but had won 
legitimacy by governing well. He conceded the kingdoms of 
France and Spain (Castile) a certain independence by making 
reference to Innocent Ill's decretal Per venerabilem. 

Thomas M. Izbicki 
The Johns Hopkins University 

Friday, 5 May: 10:00-11:30 a.m. 

Session 161 - Nicholas of Cusa II: Nicholas of Cusa's 
Thought: Background and Foreground 

"Pseudo-Dionysius in Cusanus" 

Rather than an overview of the two thinkers, I propose 
to demonstrate how Dionysius appears in De docta ignorantia 

1.4, even though he is not mentioned. In the course of using 
the Maximum-Mininum symbol for the coincidence of 
opposites, Cusanus in fact moves quickly through Dionysian 
affirmation and negation. We have to hold both minimum and 
maximum together to understand how God is both possible 
and actual , every thing and no thing. But then we need to 
realize that God transcends even the oppositions that witness 
to his presence. That is why Nicholas says that in God 
opposites coincide and that God is beyond the coincidence of 
opposites. Here we reach Dionysian hypernegation and see 
how it both takes us beyond the finite and comments on the 
inadequacy of our efforts. · 

Clyde Lee Miller 
SUNY Stony Brook 

"Ramon Llull's Desconhort in Relation to Cusanus" 

There is no doubt that Llull was one of the major 
sources for Nicholas of Cusa - of no other authors he owned 
so many books (68 partly complete, partly incomplete ones , 
with 35 works probably copies by himself). Nevertheless , his 
name is mentioned only twice in sermons. Why this 
discrepancy? There is little doubt that Cusanus feared to 
quote an author who by many was regarded as heretic. This 
must not lead us to ignore the profound influence on Cusanus 
regarding to important topics as the relation between faith and 
knowledge, the doctrine of correlatives as basis of the 
interpretation of the trinitarian dogma, the ontological 
interpretation of Christology, the idea of a new logic and 
interreligious dialogue. Differences concern the Cusanian 
distinction between ratio and intellectua, his greater 
recognition of subjectivity, his humanist background, his 
superior mathematical intelligence and his constitution to the 
foundation of the program of modern quantitative sciences. 
But also Llull has some remarkable qualities which cannot be 
found in Cusanus. He draws on three different sources: 
scholasticism (which he did not know very well), Arabic 
thought, and Provencal poetry. He expresses himself in 
Arabic, Latin, Catalan (and Provencal), created Catalan as a 
completely functioning language and as first modern 
European language in which philosophical texts were written, 
and authored important novels and poems. 

The end of the lecture was dedicated to an analysis of 
the autobiographical poem "Lo Desconhort" (unknown to 
Cusanus) which combines lyric expression with an exposition 
of Llull's philosophical program in form of a dialoguf 
between the despaired Llull and an hermit (who is, in fact 
projection of Llull himself). The work was recently transla1 
for the first time into a non-Roman language: R. Llull 
Desconhort/Der Desconhort, tibersetzt und mit ei 
Einftihrung versehen von J. und V. Hosle, Wilhelm r · 
Verlag, Mtinchen 1998 (klassische Texte des romanise ' 
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Mittelalters in zweisprachiger Ausgabe, Bd. 32). 
Vittorio Hosle 
University of Notre Dame 

"Meister Eckhart , Nicholas of Cusa and Medieval 
Philosophy" 

This paper takes up the question, "What is medieval 
philosophy?," which was the theme at a recent international 
congress in Erfurt, Germany, and asks it of the thought of 
Meister Eckhart and Nicholas of Cusa. What this paper 
argues is that we must see Eckhart's thought as an attempt to 
produce a synthesis of scholastic theology, as formulated by 
Thomas Aquinas and based on the doctrine of the 
transcendantals, and the philosophical program of the arts' 
faculties, strongly inf! uenced by Averroes. If we look at 
Eckhart's prologues to the Opus tripartitum in combination 
with the first two of his Parisian Questions and his 
Commentary on John, what we discover is that Eckhartian 
thought consists in a basically Averroistic metaphysics insofar 
as it asserts that, since the transcendental terms refer properly 
to God alone, the subject matter of metaphysics is the divine 
being and that revelation can find its fulfillment "only in the 
intellect." From this Eckhart cone I udes that not only does 
revelation provide the proper content of philosophy but that it 
also completes and perfects us as intellectual beings. I then 
examine how, intere!!tingly, Eckhart's Christology plays a 
crucial role in this synthesis. The paper ends with a brief 
discussion of the influence of Eckhart's understand(ing) of this 
relationship between philosophy and theology on Nicholas of 
Cusa, especially with respect to Nicholas' Christology in the 
third book of the De docta ignorantia. It concludes that one 
must see Nicholas as reasserting the traditional priority of 
faith over reason or of theology over philosophy and rejects 
Eckhart's more rationalist program, which may perhaps be 
best characterized as a "philosophy of revelation." 
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APPENDIX Ill 

[In response to the editor's inquiry and request, Dr. Helmut 
Gestrich, the mayor of Bernkastel-Kues and director of the 
Cusanus-Gesellschaft , has just sent the editor useful . recent 
materials such as a brochure about the Wine Culture Center 
(Weinkulturelles Zentrum) of Bernakstel-Kues, the 1999-2000 
list of Cusanus wines, and the preparatory documents 
concerning the 2001 Festwoche of the Cusanus-Gesellschaft. 
The brochure describes the Vinothek, which was established 
in 1998, the Mosel-Weinmuseum and the St.-Nikolaus
Hospital. The wine list indicates that there are, now as before, 
many wines produced in the vineyards of the cardinal's 
property. The list mentions 81 kinds of wine under order 
numbers 901-981. When an article titled "Cardinal Cusanus 
Wines," together with a list of Cusanus wines, was published 
in the Newsletter, Vol. 4, No. 1 (March I 987) , 10-1 1, an 
elated reader commented that it was the best article ever 
published in the Newsletter! In this newsletter, which is 
dedicated to the academic studies of Cusanus , his ideas and 
his times, it is certainly appropriate to pay attention to the 
long-range considerations with which Cusanus established his 
hospital]. 
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[The above is only a portion of the 1999/2000 Wine List]. 

44 June 2000 Volume XVIl , Number 1 



American Cusanus Society Newsletter 

The American Cusanus Society Newsletter is published twice a year by the American Cusanus Society, Long Island University, 
C.W. Post Campus, Brookville, NY 11548. Editor: Morimichi Watanabe. Special Advisor: Thomas M. Izbicki . Editorial 
Associate: Christopher M. Bellitto. The officers of the American Cusanus Society are : 

• 
President 

Morimichi Watanabe 
Long Island University 

C.W. Post Campus 

• 
Vice President 

Gerald Christianson 
Gettysburg Lutheran 

Seminary 

• 
Secretai:y 

Donald F. Duclow 
Gwynedd-Mercy College 

• 
Treasurer 

Michael A. Soupios 
Long Island University 

C. W. Post Campus 

• 

Executive Committee 

James E. Biechler 
La Salle University 

H. Lawrence Bond 
Appalachian State University 

Peter J. Casarella 
The Catholic University of 

America 

Lawrence F. Hundersmarck 
Pace University 

Thomas M. lzbicki 
The Johns Hopkins University 

Clyde Lee Miller 
SUNY at Stony Brook 

Morimichi Watanabe 
(ex officio) 

Gerald Christianson 
(ex officio) 

Donald F. Duclow 
(ex officio) 

Board of Advisors 

Raymond Klibansky 
McGill University & 

Wolfson College, Oxford 
University 

Klaus Kremer 
Institute for Cusanus Research 

University of Trier 

Paul Oskar Kristeller* 
Columbia University 

Bernard McGinn 
University of Chicago 

Erich Meuthen 
University of Cologne 

Francis Oakley 
Williams College 

Heiko A. Oberman 
University of Arizona 

Paul E. Sigmund 
Princeton University 

Brian Tierney 
Cornell University 

Charles Trinkaus* 
University of Michigan 

*Deceased. 

The American Cusanus Society gratefully acknowledges 
the support of 

the Provost, the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences 
and the Research Committee of the C. W. Post Campus of 

Long Island University in the publication of the 
American Cusanus Society Newsletter. 

Volume XVII, Number l 

Electric Publishing & Design 

K.S.N.Y. 

June 2000 45 


